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the Clay County Seat and a charming and quaint communi-
ty nestled along the picturesque St. Johns River.

As a full-service municipality, we encompass about seven 
square miles, and we serve about 7,000 residents, with a city work-
force just under 100.

We operate our own electric, solid waste, water, and wastewater utility systems and provide local 
law enforcement through our Police Department.

Green Cove is a recreation-rich community that showcases many venues.  Our star attraction is 
Spring Park between Magnolia Avenue and the St. Johns River, located directly behind our Medi-
terranean architectural style City Hall.

Spring Park has a naturally flowing spring-fed swimming pool that is being renovated, a city 
pier, a gazebo, playground, picnicking, and fishing.

It is near our historic downtown district that is lined with brick streets featuring galleries, an-
tique shops, eateries, a historic inn and a railroad museum.  The area includes several structures 
that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Also significant to our community is the Augusta Savage Arts and Community Center, located 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.  It is named for renowned sculptor Augusta Fells Savage who 
was born in Green Cove Springs.

Green Cove Springs is known fondly by residents and visitors alike as the “Saratoga of the South” 
and proudly displays its motto “Cove Life” – a state of mind where everyday living is enhanced by 
the river breeze, beautiful parks and swaying old shade trees draped with moss waving in the wind.

Here in Green Cove Springs, we are passionate about our historical and unique city, and we are 
poised for its future.

As you scroll through this publication, we trust you will find it a treasure trove of information.  
Our website, www.greencovesprings.com, links you to various City services.

Regardless of your favorite pastime, Green Cove Springs has activities and 
businesses that are sure to meet your every need and beckon your return!      

Yours in Service, 
Pamela J. Lewis, Mayor  •  Roy M. Timberlake, Vice Mayor

Constance W. Butler, Council Member  •  Steven R. Kelley, Council Member
B. Van Royal, Council Member

Welcome to
Green Cove Springs

Mission Statement: 
Our Vision for Tomorrow creates a plan that 
will define our unique identity, assure quality 
of life, and make Green Cove Springs a premier 
21st century city that reflects our traditional 
values, natural features, and historic character-
istics.

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Our City Council meets the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, located on the first 
floor of City Hall, 321 Walnut Street.

CITY ADMINISTRATION
Danielle J. Judd, City Manager

Mike Null, Assistant City Manager / 
Public Works Director

Julia W. Clevinger, City Clerk
L. J. Arnold, III, City Attorney

Janis K. Fleet, AICP, Development 
Services Director

Marlena Guthrie, CPA, Finance 
Director

Ann Schulte, SHRM-SCP, SPHR, 
Human Resources Director

Robert A. Musco, Chief of Police

For assistance, please call 904-297-7500, 
visit our website at www.greencoves-

prings.com, like us on Facebook at “City 
of Green Cove Springs Government” and 
“Green Cove Springs Police Department,” 

or follow us on Twitter at “#gcsTODAY”.

ADVERTISING & LAYOUT INFORMATION: 
The Green Cove Springs Directory and Community Review 
was created  and printed by the staff of the City of Green 

Cove Springs & Clay Today Newspaper. If you would like to 
be included in the next edition please contact:

Jon Cantrell (904) 264-3200 jon@opcfla.com
Publisher, Clay Today and Clay County Leader

Funding Provided by Businesses 
Located in Green Cove Springs.
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904-777-6000
vystarcu.org

OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY.

Green Cove Springs is an easy place to live with world-class neighborhoods, award-winning 

schools and convenient shopping. Oh, and VyStar. One of the nation’s largest credit unions, 

headquartered in Jacksonville. As you explore all the area has to offer, please take a look at 

VyStar to handle your financial needs. We offer lower cost loans, the convenience of a growing 

list of nearly 200 ATMs and 41 full-service branches and an exceptional no closing costs 

mortgage* program with local loan decision making and servicing.

WELCOME TO 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS.

CLAY COUNTY BRANCHES

BRANAN FIELD  — 1768 Blanding Blvd 
EAGLE HARBOR — 1755 Eagle Harbor Pkwy
ORANGE PARK — 182 Blanding Blvd
OAKLEAF — 8425 Merchants Way
MIDDLEBURG — 2762 Blanding Blvd
GREEN COVE SPRINGS — 601 North Orange Ave

*Certain restrictions and limitations apply. All loans are subject to credit approval. No Closing Costs offer available for purchase and 
refinance. Subject to credit approval - certain restrictions and limitations apply. Offer available only when obtaining a VyStar First 
Mortgage Loan - not available on VA, FHA & Reverse Mortgages. VyStar will pay borrower closing costs up to a maximum amount of 
$5,000 excluding origination fee, discount points, private mortgage insurance, prepaid interest or funds to establish the member’s 
escrow account. If the borrower pays off mortgage within the first 36 months, they will be required to reimburse VyStar for a portion of 
the closing costs paid by VyStar. Offer available for a limited time. All new accounts are subject to approval. Credit union programs, 
services, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. ©2016 VyStar Credit Union

VYS 2013 Green Cove.indd   2 11/15/16   3:33 PM
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Put an Exit Sign on Your Lawn and Consider it SOLD!

404 Walnut Street
Green Cove Springs, FL

904-284-4653

1960 East West Pkwy, Suite 109
Fleming Island, FL

904-541-4422

3616 Magnolia Point Blvd
Green Cove Springs, FL

904-269-4600

Owners, 
Rosalind Arnold & Van Royal

EXIT MAGNOLIA POINT REALTY

EXITMPR.COM • exitmpr@aol.com

 

 

 

What time is it? 

3495 Hoffman St.  |  Penney Farms, FL 32079   |  VisitPRC.org 

It’s time for you to take control of your retirement years!  
Come to Penney Retirement Community… you’ll find: 
 The security of a maintenance-free home  
 A continuum of health care— independent & assisted 

living, memory care, long-term and skilled nursing, full 
rehab, doctors and specialists office hours, and much 
more — right here on campus. 

 A healthy, active community of people who care about 
one another. 

 Volunteering as a purposeful way of life 

Call 904-284-5994 today for lunch and a tour.  
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Welcome to Green Cove Springs, a charming community of 7,000 nestled on the 
beautiful St. Johns River.

The Clay County Seat, Green Cove Springs is a recreation-rich community, 
home to our riverfront Spring Park in the center of town with its historic spring-
fed swimming pool (which is being remodeled). Spring Park also boasts a gazebo, 
playground, fi shing and picnicking facilities. The park is the sight of many local 
festivals and events.

Visitors and residents will also enjoy our historic downtown, with its pedestri-
an-friendly brick streets, shopping at local antique shops, sipping a home-
town coff ee, exploring our local artisans or just running errands while sup-
porting local merchants and restaurants.

Other attractions include the Augusta Savage Arts and Community Center, 
beautiful tree-lined streets with historic Victorian homes. We also off er golf and 
boating opportunities, as well as our proximity to Jacksonville and St. Augustine.

You’ll fi nd lots of information in this publication, along with news on our many 
festivals and markets, so surely you’ll fi nd a new reason to visit or something in-
teresting to do.

For updated event information,  membership information and volunteer 
opportunities, visit us at www.GCSBL.com and www.ThirdSaturdays.com

Welcome to

Green Cove Springs

Welcome to Green Cove Springs, a charming community of 7,000 nestled on the Welcome to Green Cove Springs, a charming community of 7,000 nestled on the Welcome to Green Cove Springs, a charming community of 7,000 nestled on the 
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playground, fi shing and picnicking facilities. The park is the sight of many local 

Visitors and residents will also enjoy our historic downtown, with its pedestri-

boating opportunities, as well as our proximity to Jacksonville and St. Augustine.
You’ll fi nd lots of information in this publication, along with news on our many 

festivals and markets, so surely you’ll fi nd a new reason to visit or something in-

Instructions:		Page	4	–	same	heading	and	photos	along	the	right	side	–	change	photo	order.	
Place	new	logos	along	the	bottom	of	the	ad.	Thanks,	Jon	cantrell	

As	longtime	residents	know	well,	Green	Cove	Springs	is	more	than	just	the	County	Seat.	

This	small	town	has	plenty	to	offer	residents	and	visitors	alike.			The	Green	Cove	Springs	

Business	League	along	with	all	our	local	businesses	invite	you	to	enjoy	the	small	town	atmosphere.	

Following	are	just	a	few	of	the	things	our	city	has	to	offer	

	

• A	Beautiful	Park	on	the	River	with	a	playground	and	picnic	facilities	
• Local	Golf,	Tennis	and	Boating	Facilities	
• Antiques	Shops,	Art	Galleries	&	Studios	in	the	Downtown	District	
• Family	Friendly	Holiday	Events	and	Monthly	Markets		
• Historic	Architecture	and	Museums		
• Car	Shows	and	a	local	Dragstrip		
• A	Vibrant	Volunteer	Community	

	

Green	Cove	Springs	Business	League	Co-chairs:	

	

Lynne	Vincent	and	Brandon	Bascelli	
	

	

	

For	updated	event	information,		membership	information	and	volunteer	opportunities,	visit	us	at	
www.GCSBL.com	and	www.ThirdSaturdays.com	

	

	

				

Lynne Vincent and Brandon Bascelli
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Green Cove Springs off ers a great 
selection of restaurants plus a unique 
and quaint riverfront opportunity 
that allows for breathtaking walks 
along the St. john’s River.  It’s really 
no secret to all who visit our local 
restaurants. Our restaurants welcome 

patrons with a genuine smile and 
great food.

Green Cove Springs city off ers you 
a chance to experience a meal where 
many owner operators are involved 
in selecting the fresh produce, cook-
ing in the kitchen and working hard 
to make sure their guests are pleased 
with their service.

Whether it’s delicious pizza at 
D’Fontana, a remarkable sandwich at 
Farmers in the Deli or Sweet Sensa-
tions, you can fi nd it in quaint, friend-
ly Green Cove Springs. 

Our special variety of restaurants 

does not end there. If BBQ is your 
pleasure you can stop by G’s BBQ for 
an exceptionally good selection of 
barbequed foods.

If a big breakfast or a scrumptious 
lunch is what you have in mind, then 
Green Cove Springs is the place to be.  
Sunrise to Sunset is always packed 
with customers wanting its home-
cooked meals.

Ronnie’s Wings is another local 
favorite, with a variety of meal-sized 
sandwiches and salads, as well as the 
best Wings around!

A unique place to have a great 

cup of fresh-roasted coff ee and 
pastry is Spring Park Coff ee. You 
can relax in the period furnishings, 
work quietly on their computer or 
chat with a friend over ice cream af-
ter dinner. It’s a good place to begin 
or end your day.    

Enjoy Restaurants & Quaint Riverfront Beauty

Sweet 
Sensations 

25 N Orange Avenue
(904) 529-8554

G’s Slow 
Smoked BBQ

414 Walnut St.
(904) 531-5980

www.gsslowsmokedbbq.com

Domino’s Pizza
543 N. Orange Ave.

(904) 863-3130
www.dominos.com

Mandarin Wok 
422 S Orange Street 

(904) 284-8060

S&W Home 
Cooking 

1100 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd  
(904) 529-1488

Ronnie’s Wings 
Oysters and More 

232 Walnut Street 
(904) 284-4728

Larry’s Giant 
Subs

1401 S Orange Avenue • (904) 284-7789
www.larryssubs.com

Pan Asian Cuisine
1306 North Orange Avenue #126

(904) 529-5153
www.panasiancuisinegcs.com

Hungry Howie’s
810 N. Orange Ave.

(904) 863-3084
www.hungryhowies.com

Pizza Hut
1367 N Orange Avenue

(904) 284-2244
www.pizzahut.com

Farmers 
in the Deli

820 North Orange Avenue
(904) 923-9464

Sunrise to Sunset
618 N Orange Avenue

(904) 531-9624

Woody’s Bar-B-Q
1301 North Orange Avenue

(904) 284-1014
www.woodys.com

La Casitas
20 N Orange Avenue • (904) 529-9985

mexicanrestaurantgreencove.com

China Wok
1305 North Orange Ave #127

(904) 529-8668
chinawokfl .com

Spring Park 
Coff ee

328 Ferris Street • (904) 531-9391
www.springparkcoff ee.com

D’Fontana Italian 
Cuisine

324 Ferris Street • (904) 529-5515
dfontana.com

Subway
128 N Orange Avenue 

(904) 284-8783
www.subway.com
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Green Cove Springs is a busy little 
city with many festivals and events.  
Many of our events are centered 
around Spring Park, our historic 
park on the St. Johns River.  We are 
busy every month with our family- 
and business-centered events.  

The Green Cove Springs Business 
League and the City of Green Cove 
Springs co-sponsor “Third Satur-
day, Market in the Park” every third 
Saturday, which offers arts, crafts, 
cottage foods and a variety of other 
products for sale to those who like 
to stroll through our downtown. 

The Business League continues to 
expand the “Third Saturday” mar-
ket, and it welcomes new vendors 
to contact them at www.thirdsatur-
days.com. 

Memorial Day is when we hold River 
Fest, which is a family-oriented fes-
tival with bounce houses, pony rides 
and lots of great vendors. River Fest 
begins with a solemn ceremony 
remembering and honoring fallen 
soldiers and recognizing those that 
served beside them. Veterans and 
families from our city and surround-
ing areas commemorate those that 
gave their lives serving our great 
country.  

October is an especially busy season 
for Green Cove Springs. It begins 
with the Soul Food Festival, now in 
its 15th year. It includes a parade 
that ends at Vera Francis Hall Park, 
where there is wonderful southern 
soul food, fun activities and ven-
dors. This year’s festival honored 
Breast Cancer but also called atten-
tion to all those suffering and lost to 
cancer. It’s a fun-filled day with ven-
dors and activities. People come for 
the great food and the music. 

The Council on Aging holds its Old 

Arts and Karts Downtown Street 
Festival in October or November. It 
includes a car show that is second 
to none. Period cars are displayed 
on historic Walnut Street. Everyone 
can enjoy the antique cars and talk 
to the owners. Memories abound 
when car owners and patrons begin 
to talk about the cars. 

CalaVida has become our signature 
arts events with renown performers 
and artists — both local and from 
other parts of our state and the na-
tion.  All the performances are world 
class. There are various venues for 
the events and art exhibits.  

Our annual Christmas on Walnut 
Street kicks off with the annual 
Christmas Parade. The parade is 
one of the best around. People bring 
their families from all over Clay 
County to line the streets for their 
first glimpse of Santa. This event 
encompasses many other Christ-
mas activities including our annu-
al Christmas Tree lighting, and the 
Christmas trees that are “adopted” 
by citizens to represent an organi-
zation or memorialize a loved one.

Festivals & Events
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DAVID A. KING 
 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
 
 
 

• Wills / Trusts / Estate Planning 

• Corporations / Partnerships 

• Limited Liability Companies 

• Commercial Real Estate 

• Purchase or Sale of Businesses 
 

1416 KINGSLEY AVE. 
ORANGE PARK 

 
269-6699 

 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based  
solely upon advertisements.  Before you decide, please visit 

www.davidkingattorney.com 
for more information about our qualifications and experience. 

A haven for antiques, collectibles, 
relics and a free-spirit feel, Green 
Cove Springs is a charming little 
town. Local artists paint, design, 
and, yes, even sing. It’s a place 
where you can go to get away from 
it all. Why?

Don’t we all long for a relaxing place 
to go and feel safe to walk from shop 
to shop. In our delightful downtown 
of beautifully painted storefronts, 
you are greeted by a drawn out 
“Hey y’all”, a genuine smile, and, if 
its Powder & Lead Vintage, probably 
by the shop owner in her bare feet.

  A place where you can go and they 
will remember you and call you by 
name like Don will at The Treasure 
Box and shop owners tend their own 
shops like the Two Eclectic Chic’s — 
Linder & Michelle. 

A place where searching for Some-

thing Special can be found at Tracy’s 
Lifestyle Market Place. It’s where 
you can shop for Another Man’s 
Treasure at Dennis & Joi’s and can 
even attend an auction and browse 
their thrift store at Side by Side.

 If it’s upholstering you need, it’s 
possible to find Jenny upholstering 
away at her eclectic antique shop. 
Just outside the city limits, visit 
the Tucker’s Farmhouse Originals, 
where Loren is busy planning her 
next big event. But don’t forget to 
stop by Ronnie Robinson’s and visit 
its quaint little mall. 

So come on down y’all and spend 
the day and get inspired by what 
Green Cove Springs has to offer. See 
for yourself why Green Cove is con-
sidered one of the best kept secrets 
in Clay County!

— By Melissa Arms

Antique Shops Abound
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Life is full of convenience but it’s 
rushed. It seems like a daily drive – 
to work, to the store, to the beach, 
to hang out with friends. Our brains 
get filled with the latest radio com-
mercial, news feed or Facebook 
posting.  It’s easy to forget the past 
in the day to day bustle of life.

But when it’s time to unwind, and 
you are looking for a place to explore, 
you should get in the car and drive to 
Green Cove Springs … and then walk!  
Within a 12 block area of brick-lined 
streets, you can go from the River to 
the Railroad – discovering the nooks 
and crannies of a slower-paced South-
ern town, and enjoying the architec-
ture of years gone by.

There are things in our town that ap-
peal to many different types of peo-
ple – from the young urban hipster 
(Spring Park Coffee, Johnny Cop-
per’s Vapor Shop, The Guitar Station) 
to the homeschooling mom (Spring 
Park, The Green Cove Springs Histor-
ical Triangle, Wild Ginger Studios).  

The avid boater can use the docking 
facilities at the pier, walk to sever-
al restaurants (Ronnie’s Wings, G’s 
Slow Smoked BBQ, Sweet Sensations, 
DeFontana’s, La Casita). The Corner 
Pocket is a nice, clean, family orient-
ed grill and pool hall on Magnolia Av-
enue in the core city where folks are 
friendly and competition is fun.

For those with a discerning eye, you 
can enjoy a fun night at the auction or 
a quiet afternoon browsing through 
antique stores or just wandering Wal-
nut Street following a walking tour 
found at the River Park Inn.

Slow life down and enjoy a day on the 
Bricks … 

— By Kat Roedell

From the River to the Railroad
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www.claycountytrans.com

Free Local Towing with Major Repairs 
Hometown Hero Discounts • Senior Citizen Discounts 

Tony Placzkowski

Monday – Friday 8AM to 5:30PM • Saturday 8AM to 12PM

Orange Park/Fleming Island
2485 County Road 220

264-2874

Middleburg/Oakleaf

2456 Blanding Blvd
282-9771

Jacksonville Westside/Argyle
8333 103rd St.

619-4631

Mention This Ad For 10% OFF Any Service

Clay County Transmission

Nationwide Warranty

Fleet Accounts Welcome • Honoring Most Extended Warranties

• Transmissions
• Drivetrains
• Brakes
• Di� erentials

• Batteries
• Engines
• Suspensions
• Shocks & Struts

• Air Conditioning
•  State-of-the-Art

Diagnostics

“Quality Work At a Fair Price”

Certi� ed Mechanics.
Quality Parts.

John Placzkowski

2016 Clay County Chamber of Commerce Small Business of the Year

CLAY

TODAY

Beautify your smile 

with permanent 

dental implants! 

Use a board certifi ed surgeon 

and implant specialist.

269-5195    

2301 Park Avenue, Suite 101, Orange Park  

Clive B. Rayner DMD
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COUPON 

SAVINGS $ 110

The best deals!

•New Vehicles 

•Pre-Owned 

•Service & Body Shop

gordonchevy.com • 1166 BLANDING BLVD.
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SEE CONCRETE, 13

By Christiaan DeFranco

Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – As many as 150 

new labor jobs could be coming to Clay 

County’s Forterra factory by 2019, includ-

ing 50 jobs by this January.

“We are growth-oriented,” said Charles 

Rivera, Forterra’s director of operations 

for the southeastern United States. “We’ve 

acquired six companies in the last 18 

months, and I don’t think there’s an end 

in sight. We’re already the largest precast 

piping manufacturer in the country, and we 

want to get larger.”

Forterra Building Products, a publicly 

traded company based in Irving, TX, bought 

out Hanson Building Products early last 

year. The company, like Hanson, special-

izes in precast concrete piping for infra-

structure projects.

“Precast” means concrete that is mold-

ed into a standardized form at a factory 

and then transported to a construction 

site, where workers lift it 
into place. This 

process differs from traditional concrete, 

which is poured and cured on-site to fit 

customized forms.

The former Hanson complex on U.S. 17 

used to house 250-plus jobs during its hey-

day, but it has been largely shuttered for 

Forterra plans new local jobs in manufacturing

The former Hanson precast pipe plant on U.S. 17 in Green Cove Springs was bought by Forterra 

and is resuming manufacturing operations.

By Jesse Hollett

Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK – The business building at 

418 Kingsley Avenue is home to a beauty 

salon, a jewelry store, a tech shop, and, as 

of Nov. 17, the Town of Orange Park’s first 

CBD Dispensary. 

CBD oil, otherwise known as Cannabi-

diol, has been legal since the ‘Charlotte’s 

Web’ bill passed in 2014. But the 400 

square foot room inside of a shared office 

space overlooking Town Hall Park is the 

first the town has seen of the medicine. 

Orange Park’s first Cannabidiol hemp oil 

dispensary stocks multiple products to give 

customers different ways to absorb the 

medicine. From oils dripped into the mouth 

to small chocolate cakes with a daily dose of 

the medicine. 

Orange Park’s first CBD 

Dispensary opens shop

SEE SHOP, 26

May the force be with you 

Members of the local chapter of the 501st Legion, a charity costuming organization 

dedicated to Star Wars, appeared at Green Cove Springs Library outfitted as various 

characters on Saturday. See story page 3. 

TODAY
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Beautify your smile 

with permanent 

dental implants! 

Use a board certi� ed surgeon 

and implant specialist.

269-5195    2301 Park Avenue, Suite 101, Orange Park  

Clive B. Rayner DMD

272-2200

1166 Blanding Blvd. 

www.gordonchevy.com  

1.On select tagged vehicles in stock. Not available with special � nance, lease or other o� ers. Take delivery by 11/30/16. See dealer for details

YOU DON'T HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL BLACK FRIDAY.

FIND YOUR TAG, GET UP TO

OF MSRP

CASH BACK

20%
ON SELECT REMAINING 2016

CHEVY VEHICLES IN STOCK1

SEE FOG, 4

Honoring Veterans 2016

Members of American Legion Post 250 and American Legion Post 250 Riders salute America during the Nov. 11 Veterans 

Day ceremony at Magnolia Cemetery on Kingsley Avenue in Orange Park. See more photos inside, page 5. 

Two years 

after ‘the fog’
City recovering from suicide contagion

By Jesse Hollett

Staff Writer

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – At age 44, Kevin Mobley has buried 

both of his sons.

Mobley’s twin sons, Austin and Dakota “DJ” Mobley, 

were born premature. Together, the two boys weighed less 

than a bag of sugar. Austin passed away six days after birth 

and was cremated, but DJ clung to life.

In the next 15 

years, DJ grew into 

the impression of Kev-

in, a 23-year veteran 

paramedic-firefighter 

whom DJ undoubtedly 

admired. DJ joined 

the Explorers Club at 

the Keystone Heights 

Volunteer Fire De-

partment and learned 

how to fight fires with 

his dad.

Kevin describes 

DJ as a gregarious boy who was popular with girls and 

endlessly compassionate with animals. But as DJ passed 

puberty, he grew increasingly distant, quiet and frustrated.

He became further isolated when an incident with an 

SEE FOG, 4
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Your Neighborhood Chevy Dealer
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New, Used, Service, Parts & Body Shop

2017 Chevy Silverado

2017 Chevy Malibu
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By Eric Cravey

The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Mike Summers proudly 

carries with him on his smartphone a 

photo of his son Nathan showing the 

then-toddler holding a new drum-

stick.
“This is th

e reason why he is play-

ing percussion,” Summers said. “From 

that moment on, I could see this is 

a natural gift. There’s a correct way 

to hold a drumstick and if a college 

professor saw that little
 kid hold [it], 

he would say, ‘T
hat’s the correct way 

to hold a drumstick.’”

Summers said his son, whom he 

teaches in his role as band director at 

Oakleaf Junior High, would go on to 

practice the drums using a practice 

pad.
“Ever since I was younger, I’ve

 al-

ways wanted to play the drums,” said 

Nathan Summers, now 12.

Years of practice and sharpening 

of his percussion skills sin
ce fourth 

grade have paid off for the seventh 

grade student as he was recently 

selected as one of only seven percus-

sionists in
 Florida – and the only Clay 

County student – who will play in 

January in Tampa as part of the 2016-

17 All State Middle School Band.

“If you’re selected for the All State 

Band, you’re considered one of the 

best musicians in the state of Florida 

and, for a percussionist, it’s
 a difficult 

process,” Summers said. 

Mike Summers said percussionists are 

At 12, percussionist one of Florida’s best

At age 12, shown here, Nathan Summers was 

recently chosen as one of seven percussionists 

in Florida ro play in the 2016-17 All State Middle 

School Band.

SEE DRUMMER, 8

Officials talk 

transportation 

and growth

By Jesse Hollett

The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – Every afternoon, Town Manager Jim 

Hanson looks out from his Town Hall window to see 

the evergreen traffic jams on U.S. Highway 17 and 

Kingsley Avenue. 

And the bottlenecks don’t appear to have any end 

in sight. So, in the last few years, the Town of Orange 

Park has had somewhat of an identity crisis
 attempt-

ing to retain its quaint, residential feel while an arte-

rial highway divides the town in half. 

Florida Department of Transportation officials said publicly Nov. 3 that construction of the third phase of the First 

Coast Expressway will begin in early 2019 and take three years to build. Here is an aerial shot of the Expressway’s 

Blanding Boulevard interchange that is now under construction.

SEE GROWTH, 7

put through a more rigorous audi-

tion than most other instruments, for 

example, the trumpet, which he plays 

himself.

“Percussionists have to learn three 

separate requirements across the per-

cussion family,” M
ike Summers said. 

“Like I said, a trumpet player learns 

maybe two songs, a percussionist has 

to learn songs on the timpani, on the 

xylophone, on the snare drum – they 

have to show that they are versatile 

players.”

Being selected for the All State 

Middle School Band is an honor, 

Summers said. He said the six other 

percussionists se
lected hail from 
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Your one stop shop for all your 

aluminum and vinyl needs.

FALL SAVINGS 10% OFF

30 Year Anniversary

Keystone Office

465 S Lawrence Blvd, Keystone Heights, FL 32656

(352) 473-7560 • lakeareapt.com

Helen Hersey

(352) 473-8882

(352) 473-4441

7396 State Rd 21 N • Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Helen Hersey

A Better Way to Buy and Sell Real Estate

This is a one-stop real estate website for 

all your home buying and selling needs in 

Keystone Heights, FL and surrounding areas.

Contact us if you’d like more information on 

� nding your dream home or preparing 

to sell your home.

WWW.KHHERALD.COM                 
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Two years after ‘the fog‘

By Eric Cravey

KHHe
rald.co

m

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – On a recent ride from her St. Augustine 

home to Keystone Heights, Sherri Anthony captured years of 

memories on a simple notepad preparing to honor her father, Alva 

Edison “Bud” Anthony Jr.

She helped tell part of a larger story of deep friendships and 

community to a crowd of about 50 attendees at a Nov. 3 ceremony 

in which officials rededicated the gymnasium that bears her 

father’s name, 50 years after its construction.

“Most of you here tonight, made memories in this gym,” she 

said. “You stole your first kiss, danced your first dance, ran mile 

after mile in sprints, screamed during pep rallies and games and 

watched your loved ones graduate.”

Anthony recalled her memories at the event in which the 

community got its first peek at $350,000 worth of renovations that 

began in the 2014-15 school year. The gym now has its first-ever 

From left, Pam Capos, Sherri Anthony, both of St. Augustine, 

and Linda Meehan help re-dedicate the A.E. “Bud” Anthony 

Jr. Gym on Nov. 4.  

Gym once center 

of city rededicated

SEE GYM, 2By Nick Blank

KHHe
rald.co

m

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Planes are scattered all over the 

tarmac of Keystone Heights Airport. A red and white six-

seater idles in front of the main hangar and to the west. 

there are larger corporate jets. Pilots and mechanics sit 

around in the main hangar fixing planes.

Nestled where the southwestern border of Clay 

County meets Bradford County, Keystone Heights Air-

port is perpetually changing as it edges closer to its 75th 

anniversary.

Airport Manager Maria Gall makes it clear that the 

historic airfield is more than a runway as she pores over 

the master plan that will guide the facility’s development 

over the next 20 years.

Airport has new plan for growth

SEE AIRPORT, 25
Jeff Hathorn’s N3N-3 plane, shown here, was 

commissioned in the Philadelphia shipyard by the 

Navy in 1939.

By Jesse Hollett

KHHe
rald.co

m

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – At age 44, Kevin Mobley has 

buried both of his sons.

Mobley’s twin sons, Austin and Dakota “DJ” Mobley, 

were born premature. Together, the two boys weighed 

less than a bag of sugar. Austin passed away six days 

after birth, but DJ clung to life.

In the next 15 years, DJ grew into the impression of 

Kevin, a 23-year veteran paramedic-firefighter whom 

DJ undoubtedly admired. DJ joined the Explorers Club 

at the Keystone Heights Volunteer Fire Department 

and learned how to fight fires with his dad.

Kevin describes DJ as a gregarious boy who was 

popular with girls and endlessly compassionate with 

animals. But as DJ passed puberty, he grew distant, 

City recovering from suicide contagion

SEE FOG, 11

The year of his death, volunteer firefighters 

honored DJ Mobley by placing his gear on the 

bumper of an engine during a parade.

Art Underwater 

EVERY ISSUE MAKES YOU FEEL 
GREAT TO BE INFORMED

Call Today 
904-264-3200
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Practicing law in Green Cove Springs
for over 43 years

OFFICES GREEN COVE SPRINGS
MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 

COMPLEMENTARY INITIAL CONSULTATION

Some readers may remember 
prior to 1990, when Green Cove 
Springs was a real destination for 
many antique lovers.

The River Park Inn building on 
Magnolia Avenue housed Appleseed 
Antiques, and Carey’s Antiques oc-
cupied the majority of Walnut Street 
as well as the old Qui Si Sana Hotel, 
where City Hall is.

Another location was where 

Ronnie’s Wings is now. Although I 
did not come to live in Green Cove 
Springs until 1997, I often came 
across the river to the post office, 
and to antique.  

By the time I came permanently 
in 1997 to open River Park Inn in the 
former Appleseed Antiques building, 
there were no more antique shops.

Many disappointed antique 
lovers still came to River Park Inn 
(formerly Appleseed Antiques) 

wanting to know what happened to 
all of them.

Fortunately, Green Cove Springs 
has come full circle and now there 
are several antique shops and thrift 
stores with great antique treasures 
that will satisfy even the most se-
lective shopper or budget-conscious 
buyer. 

So plan an outing, have lunch 
and spend the day visiting them all. 
I guarantee you will find at least one 

irresistible treasure, a gift item or at 
least some great food and a whisper 
of nostalgia.

— By Pat Garlinghouse

Remember When...
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Green Cove Springs is complet-
ing the Spring Park Pool reno-
vation project, which includes 
adding a two-story pavilion and a 
splash park.

The project is keeping a historic 
look, with the pavilion featuring 
stone and stucco walls and a met-
al roof.

The pavilion is located on the 
spot at which the original city hall 
stood. That building ceased to be 
used as city hall when the new city 

hall opened in 2004. 

The spring water is reputed to 
have healing powers. During the 
late 19th Century, many hotels op-
erated around the springs, attract-
ing wealthy visitors who arrived 
by steamboats that traveled the 
St. Johns River.

As railroads facilitated tourist 
travel farther south, the hotels de-
clined. However, Spring Park and 
the pool have remained a popular 
spot to visitors.

City Government at Work

City Council Has Adopted Wastewater Facilities Plan
• Meeting Legal Requirements
 o  Administrative Order from Florida Department of Environ-

mental Protection
 o Good for the environment
• Advanced Wastewater Treatment System
 o Improves treatment
 o  Reduces nitrogen & phosphorous loading into the St. Johns 

River
• Reclaimed Water System 
 o Reduces irrigation with potable water
• Benefits
 o Reduces risk of algae blooms
 o Improves wildlife habitat

Highlights of Fiscal Year 2017 Budget
• Maintaining Electric Department
 o  Upgrading lines, renovating Chapman Substation and 

planning improvements to increase service reliability - 
$800,000

• Consolidated Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plant
 o  Planning, Funding, Survey, Engineering, Design and Per-

mitting -- $592,100
• Street Resurfacing
 o Funded by the Local Option Fuel Tax – $400,000
 o Sidewalks - $80,500
• Sales Tax Projects – $541,000
 o City Hall Electronic Sign
 o Augusta Savage Community Center Improvements
 o City Hall Archive Room
 o Poles for Banners on U.S. 17
 o Walnut Street Streetscape
 o Pier Improvements
 o Public Works New Compound Design

Upgrading Wastewater System
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Mon-Fri 11am-9pm • Sat 10am-10pm
Sun 11am-6pm • Open 7 Days

904.284.4037
208 N. Orange Ave.

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Our goal at Green Cove Liquors is to exceed your expectations each 
and every visit by providing you with fast yet friendly service and 

sound pricing. We thank you for the opportunity to serve you today 
and look forward to serving you once again in the near future. 

CHEERS!!

LARGE PIZZA

WE DELIVER!

   $5     95CHEESE OR PEPPERONI

810 N ORANGE AVE • GREEN COVE SPRINGS
904.863.3084

ORDERONLINE HUNGRYHOWIES.COM

Plus sales tax.
Premium toppings extra.

Minimum delivery order may apply.
Offer Expires in 30 Days

The Augusta Savage Arts & Community Center was built as Dunbar 
High School in 1942, and is located on a five-acre parcel of land near the 
center of Green Cove Springs. Augusta Savage donated the property 
for the first and only black high school in Green Cove Springs.
The city bought the property in 2007. The city is continuing to remodel 
and upgrade the property for use as a community center.
Current activities include:
• Food Pantry of Green Cove Springs
• After-school recreation and tutoring program
• Community dances
• Bright Minds Community Development – Summer Camp
• Episcopal Children’s Services Early Learning Center

Augusta Savage was born in Green Cove Springs in 1892. As a child, 
she spent time at the Clay County Brickworks, where she gathered clay 
to mold into birds.
She worked as an artist in Harlem. In the late ‘20s, a photo of one of her 
sculptures appeared on the cover of Opportunity magazine. The maga-
zine caught the eye of the administrator of the Julian Rosenwald Fund, 
who granted Savage a scholarship to study art in Paris.
She won a commission for a sculpture for the 1939 World’s Fair – “The 
Harp,” which depicted black figures singing incorporated into a 16-foot 
harp.
The Dunbar High School Complex was built in 1942. It is located on 
five acres that Augusta Savage donated.

The Gateway Grant Gateway Corridor Pilot Grant Program is a public- pri-
vate partnership to improve the city’s Gateway Corridor, U.S. 17 and S.R. 16.

Eligible projects in the boundaries of the Gateway Corridor or the

Central Business District can receive grant awards up to 50 percent of 
the total project cost for projects such as landscaping, sidewalks, light-
ing, signs, façade improvements and enclosing dumpsters. Two dollars 
has been used for every dollar of city funds.

In 2014, the grant program received an Award for Excellence in Planning 
and Growth Management 
from the Northeast Flori-
da Regional Council.

For information, go to the 
Development Services 
Office in City Hall, 321 
Walnut St.; call (904) 297-
7500 ext. 3317; or email 
jfleet@greencovesprings.
com.

Augusta Savage Community Center

Augusta Savage Community Center History

Gateway Grant Program
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Gov. Rick Scott stopped at the Vac-Con plant in Green Cove 
Springs as part of his “1 Million Miles for 1 Million Jobs” tour. 
Vac-Con makes trucks with water hoses and vacuums that keep 
underground sewage pipes flowing smoothly. Vac-Con expand-
ed by building a 60,000-foot addition. 

Economic 
Development

Reynolds Park: 
Then and Now

A site has been a longtime eco-
nomic driver of Green Cove 
Springs continues its importance.

The site, originally Benjamin 
Lee Field, provided many jobs 
and infused millions of dol-
lars into the economy when it 
served as a naval air training 
field during World War II. 

It was later renamed Naval Air 
Station Green Cove Springs and 
later as a naval auxiliary station.

During this period, the federal 
government expanded the com-
plex with construction of 13 con-
crete piers serving as the berthing 
place for over 600 ships placed in 

reserve status and referred to as 
the “Mothball Fleet.”

The city purchased the base and 
later sold it to J. Louis Reynolds, 
former chairman of Reynolds 
Metal Co., established Reynolds 
Park in 1965. 

The park remains in the family to-
day and is now home to a diverse 
variety of businesses.

Waterfront facilities include the 
Reynolds Park Yacht Center and 
ship-building and repairing busi-
nesses.

The 1,700-acre Reynolds Park 
houses businesses involved in 
seafood processing, aviation 
technologies, rail car repair 
and pipe manufacturing and 
distribution.
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La Casita
Mexican Restaurant

Deleitese con nuestra variedad de Comida

(904) 529-9095 • (904) 529-9985

Deliciosos Platillos con sabor a México
“Like us” en Facebook: 
Latino store La Casita 20 N. Orange Ave. • Green Cove Springs

(904) 529-9095 • (904) 529-9985(904) 529-9095 • (904) 529-9985

Deliciosos Platillos con sabor a MéxicoDeliciosos Platillos con sabor a México

904-252-9786
CALL TODAY

Scheduled Pick Up & Purges

NONPROFIT
                                   is the only secure document destruction service in 
North Florida with a mission to employ individuals with disabilities.

Dale S. Wilson, P.A.
Attorney at Law

“Serving Clay County and Surrounding 
Communities in Northeast Florida”

Dale S. Wilson, P.A.
718 N. Orange Avenue • Green Cove Springs, FL

904-284-5618

• Real Estate

• Trusts & Estates

• Personal Injury

• Wrongful Death

• Land Use

• Probate

• Civil Trial

• Corporate Law

• Zoning/Planning

• Government

Kiley Simpson and Larry Simpson

Our Family Serving Green Cove Springs Since 1988

904-863-3912 • KileysTire.com
3285 US Highway 17, Bay C

Green Cove Springs, FL
Across from Winn Dixie beside Zach’s.

In a move that could help econom-
ic development in southeast Clay 
County, TECO Peoples Gas is pro-
viding natural gas distribution 
service to Green Cove Springs.

The Clay County legislative dele-
gation worked with city and coun-
ty officials in advocating for the 
natural gas extension, said Bill 
Garrison, president of the Clay 

County Economic Development 
Corporation.

SeaCoast Gas Transmission and 
Peoples Gas are working together 
to provide natural gas service to 
the businesses and residents. Sea-
Coast will install nearly 10 miles of 
pipe to bring gas to the area, and 
Peoples Gas will install 13 miles of 
pipe to serve customers. 

TECO Peoples Gas Provides Service to City
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There is a thriving ener-
gy among college and high 
school students in Green Cove 
Springs as well as people in 
their late 20s and early 30s, due 
to opportunities that reflect 
their interest. These groups, 
referred to as Millennials and 
Generation Z, have an appreci-
ation for community.

One member of that group, Jar-
rell “Nate” Lestrick, is a senior 
at Clay High School. Nate grew 
up attending the summer read-
ing programs offered by Green 
Cove Springs Library. His first 
summer reading adventure 
began at the age of 3. He con-
tinued to stay in the program 
due to enjoying and liking the 
library staff.

Nate describes his library ad-
ventures as the foundation for 
his current assignment as a vol-
unteer, where he now mentors 
children from 3 to 15 by orga-
nizing “Game On,” which in-
cludes various board games set 
on tables in the child-friendly 
area of the library. 

When he graduates from Flor-
ida State College of Jackson-
ville, Nate hopes to land in the 
film industry. As an advanced 
placement student, he will have 
six college courses completed 
when he finishes high school. 
He is now in the process of 
creating a public service an-
nouncement for the library.

Nate describes Green Cove 
Springs as a nurturing and 
kind community. He stresses 
that Clay High School provides 
a friendly and engaging atmo-
sphere. 

One of Nate’s mottos is “Be 
nice to people and they will pay 
if forward.” 

Spring Park Coffee Shop at-
tracts the high school and col-
lege students as a place to grab 
a coffee and a snack. They can 
access the internet and focus 
on study sessions with class-
mates in this welcoming at-
mosphere. It’s perfect for small 
study groups with its large ta-
bles and comfy chairs. 

The shop provides a venue for 
aspiring musicians to gather 
twice a month for Open Mic 
Night. The performers and 
artists are mainly made up of 
these students. One benefit of 
being “on stage” is the free cof-
fee drinks provided by the es-
tablishment. 

Two employees Wesley LeB-
lanc and Donavon Phillips co-
ordinate and co-host these mu-
sical events which take place 
on two Friday nights a month 
with the exception of during 
high school football season 
when they are moved to Sat-
urday nights to accommodate 
Clay High School fans. The 
announcement of the schedule 
is placed on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 

According to Wesley, who is a 
student at UNF, the December 
crowd might be as robust as 
80 to 100 fans packed into the 
shop. 

A stroll through Springs Park, 
located on the St. Johns River, 
might reveal a group of guitar-
ists having an impromptu eve-
ning jam session on the steps 

of the gazebo framed by Span-
ish moss hanging from the Live 
Oaks overlooking the north 
flowing river. 

The Village Improvement As-
sociation (VIA) Federated 
Women’s Club which was orga-
nized in 1883 and became a Fed-
erated Club in 1895 is the birth-
place of the Florida Federation.

The new project with the VIA is 
the sponsorship and formation 
of a Juniorettes Club, slated to 
begin in 2016 with high school 
girls from Clay High and Flem-
ing Island High. 

The Juniorettes will serve as 
part of the Florida Federation 
of Women’s Club, with a focus 
of community service endeav-
ors to include arts, conserva-
tion, education, home life, in-
ternational outreach and public 
issues. The girls will meet in 
the VIA historic club house 
located in the heart of Green 
Cove Springs at 17 Palmetto 
Ave. The driving force behind 
this effort is Bailey Piner, who 
is a senior from Fleming Island 
High School. For information, 
call 904-429-6837.

North East Florida Camp Ca-
det is supported by local and 
state law enforcement, includ-
ing the Green Cove Springs Po-
lice Department. The purpose 
of this camp, which is included 
in the website www.flcampca-
det.com, is to provide today’s 
youth with the tools necessary 
to overcome challenges, instill 
strict discipline and bestow con-
fidence and leadership abilities. 
The motto is Leadership, Team-
work, Discipline and Courage.

This week-long camp is tui-
tion-free. It is staffed with of-
ficers from the Green Cove 
Police Department as well as 
other law enforcement agen-
cies. The attendees range from 
middle school through high 
school. The design of the camp 
is similar to a police academy. 

Scrolling through the website 
link Testimonials the comments 
from the participants were “I’ve 
had a blast”, “Changed my life”, 
“Teaches that all actions have 
consequences.”

Don’t let this small town fool 
you, the quaint village vibe 
flows within this treasure of a 
community along the banks of 
the St. Johns River.

— by Floy Turner

What’s Going On with Young Adults?
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4605 U.S. Highway 17, Suite 2
Fleming Island, FL 32003-4829

Phone 904-269-3737
www.rossandross.com

Trish Ross, EA trish@rossandross.com

Cliff Avril:  
Super Bowl Champion

Clay High football, track, 
weightlifting and basketball 
standout Cliff Avril is now a 
defensive end for the NFL’s 
Seattle Seahawks who won 
the Super Bowl in 2013. In 
that game, Avril was part of 
the fastest points scored in 
Super Bowl history, with a 
two-point safety of Denver 
Bronco quarterback Peyton 
Manning with just 12 sec-
onds off the clock. 

In 2014, Avril and the Seahawks 
returned to the Super Bowl, only 
to lose to the New England Pa-
triots 28-24.

After Clay High, Avril attend-
ed Purdue University, where he 
switched from his linebacker 
position to defensive end. He is 
considered one of the best pass 
rushers in the NFL.

Avril was drafted by the Detroit 
Lions in the third round in 2008 
and played until 2012.

Avril returns each summer to 
Clay High School to host his 
free youth summer football 
camp.  

Nolan Carroll:  
NFL Veteran

Nolan Carroll, a Clay High 
graduate, has had a successful 
career as a defensive back for 
the Miami Dolphins first and, 
presently, the Philadelphia Ea-
gles in the NFL.

Carroll was a standout player 
for the University of Maryland 
before being drafted in the 2010 
NFL draft by Miami.

Carroll was a three-year starter 
at Clay High before breaking 
a leg in his senior year, 2004. 
With the injury, Carroll was still 
a highly sought college recruit.

In 2014, Carroll signed with the 
Philadelphia Eagles, where he is 
still a player.  

Caeleb Dressel:  
Olympic Gold Medalist

Caeleb Dressel, just 19 years old 
in 2016, earned the first Olym-
pic gold medals in Clay Coun-
ty sports history with two relay 
golds in swimming at the RIO 
Olympics in Brazil. 

Dressel, a multiple state cham-
pion swimmer for Clay High, 
set more records as a University 

of Florida Gator with NCAA ti-
tles in the 50 free his freshman 
year, the first ever Gator to win 
the event. The following year, as 
a sophomore, Dressel won the 
NCAA titles in the 50 and 100 
freestyle events setting records 
in both.

At the U.S. Olympic Swim Trials, 
Dressel finished second in the 
100 free final and fourth in the 
50 free final to earn his Olympic 
team spot.  

Paul “P.J.” Cobbert:  
Wrestling Champion

Paul “P.J.” Cobbert was the first 
four-time state wrestling cham-
pion for Clay High School and 
one of the first national champi-
ons from Green Cove Springs. 
Cobbert, who dominated 
weight classes from 140 to 145 
to 152 from 1998 through 2001 
in Classes 2A and 4A.

Cobbert is presently a wrestling 
coach at Fleming Island High 
School, the War Eagles Wres-
tling Club (a youth club) and 
director of the North Florida 
Wrestling Academy in Orange 
Park. Cobbert has been part of 
numerous state placers at Flem-
ing Island with a second (Evan 
McCall) and three third place 
finisher (Charles Cuthbert, Ja-
son Davis, Ryan Smenda) in re-
cent years. 

Corey Mundy: Flagler College 
Cross Country Record Holder

Corey Mundy was an outstand-
ing cross country and track dis-
tance runner at Clay High with 
a region second place in the 
3,200 in 2011 and a top 15 at the 
Class 2A state meet as a senior 
and junior. Mundy would earn a 
scholarship to Flagler College 
in St. Augustine, where he pro-

ceeded to set just about every 
school record in cross country 
with two trips to the NCAA Di-
vision II national championship 
race.  

Cy Wainwright:  
NCAA wrestling champion

Cy Wainwright earned two 
state wrestling championships 
as a Clay High Blue Devil, then 
made the successful transition 
to college. At Newberry Col-
lege, where he won an NCAA 
Division II national champion-
ships in 2009 with an undefeat-
ed won/loss record. 

Wainwright wrestled in three 
national championship meets 
during his tenure at Newberry, 
with a third place finish in 2008 
and All-American status. Wain-
wright set the wins record (128), 
pins record (33) and major deci-
sions (17) records while at New-
berry. He was inducted into the 
Newberry College Athletic Hall 
of Fame for his wrestling accom-
plishments.

After Newberry, Wainwright 
entered the coaching ranks, 
first at Benedictine College 
in Kansas, before starting the 
wrestling program for Coker 
College in South Carolina 
where he earned Eastern Col-
lege Athletic Conference Divi-
sion II wrestling league coach 
of the year in 2016 and pro-
duced the first-ever All-Amer-
ican wrestler for Coker.

In 2016, Wainwright returned to 
his alma mater to coach at New-
berry.

Wainwright returns to Clay 
High during wrestling season 
to hold clinics and assist coach 
Jim Reape with his state meet 
preparations. 

Hometown Heroes
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Roger A. Suggs, CFA, AAS, CCF 
Clay County Property Appraiser 

 
 

Announces to Clay County Citizens: 
 
 

 Apply for Homestead Exemption  
on or before March 1, 2017 

 

 
 
 

                                      
                                                                                         

    

Main Office:  
County Administration Building 
477 Houston Street, 2nd Floor 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 
Telephone: (904) 269/284-6305 
Fax: (904) 284-2923 
 

Branch Office: 
Park Central Plaza 
1518 Park Avenue 

Orange Park, FL 32073 
Telephone: (904) 541-5332 

Homestead Exemption 
 

If you are a Florida resident and qualify for an 
exemption, you can have your assessment reduced by 
up to $50,000. This is a savings of approximately $600 
annually based on a full $50,000 homestead exemption 
in the unincorporated area of Clay County.
 
You can file for an exemption at one of our two office 
locations. Please visit www.ccpao.com for a complete 
list of exemptions. 
 

www.facebook.com/ccpaofl 

Caelab DresselPaul “P.J.” CobbertCliff Avril Corey Mundy

Cy Wainwright
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CalaVida Music & Arts Festival was organized in 2014 to 
recognize and celebrate the importance of the arts. The 
Festival began with passion and the belief that art has a 
positive impact on our lives and can positively impact 
our community. So with big plans and no money, we set 
out to solicit sponsorships, contact artisans and secure 
entertainment.

Our goals were to supply the community with opportunities 
to experience a variety of visual, performance and written 
arts. We celebrate that creative spirit by bringing in 
artists, not only from our local community, but outside 
the community as well, so that our residents have an 
opportunity to experience a vast array of talents. 

Among our entertainers, there have been African, Scottish 
Highland, Peruvian and Native American dancers. We 
have had musical ensembles that vary from Jazz and Celtic 
to rock and country, spiritual to soul and barbershop to 
classical. Writers have signed and discussed their books 
and theatre troupes have thrilled us from the stage.

At every event, CalaVida has proudly supported Bright 
Minds Summer Camp by paying camp tuition of children 
in Green Cove Springs and this year presented 3 art 
scholarship awards - 2 Senior awards and one teacher award.

Curt Towne Band

Cleghorn

Nan NKama West African Dance

The WillowWacks Sherry Clarke &
Floy Turner
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Although CalaVida Festival happens only once a year, in 
2015,  we were privileged to host the The Volunteers of the 
Unied States Army Field Band in Spring Park in October 
2015.  At CalaVida 2017, we are honored to premier “Savage,” 
an original play by Tony Walsh.  “Savage” is based on the 
life of Augusta Savage, a local sculptor of world renown. 
Davenia McFadden, who has been in numerous TV shows 
including MadMen, Glee, All My Children will star.

Plans have already begun for CalaVida 2017.  Visit 
CalaVida.com in the Spring to stay up to date on the 2017 
CalaVida Events as they are added.

Year four is going to be an exciting event so if you would 
like to be a sponsor, entertainer, vendor or volunteer, 
please email: CalaVidaFestival@gmail.com

Special thank yous to our Event Sponsor, Heritage 
Signs, our major sponsors VyStar, St. Vincents Clay, 
Mittauer & Associates, HiLiner, Core Construction 
and all the other very generous sponsors.

CalaVida’s mission is to foster and support arts education 
and provide quality artistic performances and events that 
promote the historical, cultural and social importance of the 
diverse community of Green Cove Springs, Florida.

Michelle Lambert

Salsa Flamenca

Ben Sung

Expressions in Glass

Pierre & Co.

Chris Stanley

White Wolf

Tomas Vercher
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Plantana
182043

Green Cove Springs Tax Dollars
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from the Daily Breeze to the 
Crescent to the Clay County Leader 

to the Clay Today...

in Print or Digital...
Reaching over 164,000 Readers.

Call 904.264.3200 to subscribe or visit
ClayTodayOnline.com

M E D I A  P R O D U C T S
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Stained Glass Uplifts the Soul
Nearly hidden jewels are spread 
throughout Green Cove Springs 
– in the form of stained-glass win-
dows. Pictured are windows from 
churches within the city limits.

—Photos by Pat Garlinghouse

Mount Zion African Methodist 
Episcopal Church 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church St. Mary’s Episcopal Church Springs Church

Mount Pleasant Missionary 
Baptist Church First United Methodist Church First Baptist Church
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G’s
BBQ

Est. 2012

    Slow
Smoked

LLC

★

Specializing 
in Southern 
Style BBQ 

2 Locations 
1901 Henley Rd. 

Middleburg 

414 Walnut St. 
Green Cove Springs

Catering Available 406-0524
www.gsslowsmokedbbq.com

Ronnie’s
Wings, Oysters & More
Ronnie’sRonnie’s

Good Fun, Good Food, 

Good People...You!

232 Walnut Street • Green Cove Springs 

904.284.4728

That’s what our town is made of.
State Farm® has a long heritage of helping 
out in the community. That’s why I’m proud 
to support Green Cove Springs. 
Get to a better State®.

Diane Banks, Agent
1627 Idlewild Ave, SR-16 West
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
904-284-4800 • 904-272-1136

www.dianebornhoffer.com
Hablamos Español

Community starts with 
neighbors who care.

First African Missionary Baptist Church Hickory Grove Baptist Church First Presbyterian Church
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To the novice historian, it would 
seem that there were even more 
hotels in Green Cove Springs 
than there actually were but ho-
tels changed ownership and with 
new owners frequently came new 
names. Hopefully the curious read-
er will find clarification herein.

In the late 1800s, there were hun-
dreds of hotel rooms in Green 
Cove Springs, a popular tourist 
resort, where people came for 
the “Cure” from the sulfur (sul-
phur) springs. The water here was 
thought certainly to be medici-
nal; rich in sulphur (anti-infective 
properties) magnesium (cathar-
tic) fluoride and calcium (bones) 
with a distinct flavor and aroma. 
From around 1870 to 1910, the ho-
tel business flourished to accom-
modate these tourists, especially 
in the mild winter months.

In those days, before passenger 
rail, most arrived via the St. Johns 
River by steam-powered river-
boats. Trunks were off-loaded and 
transported to the hotels while 
the arrivals were entertained and 
treated like royalty by the locals, 
whose economy depended on 
their guests’ satisfaction. 

The grandest hotel was the Mag-
nolia Springs Hotel (1855 – 1923) 
located just north of Green Cove 
Springs on the land now occu-
pied by the St. Johns Landing 
apartment complex. The “first” 
Magnolia Springs Hotel was con-
structed on the property in 1855, 
followed by additional cottages 
in the 1870s and finally the “new” 
main hotel in 1881. After the de-
cline of the hotel era, precipitat-
ed by the popularity of rail over 
steamboat, the 60,000-square-
foot hotel became home to the 

Florida Military Academy (1919). 
Sadly, the structure burned to the 
ground in 1923. 

The Clarendon Hotel (1871 – 1900) 
was the largest hotel in the core 
city of Green Cove Springs on the 
land now occupied by City Hall. 
It faced the St. Johns River with 
exclusive rights to the mineral 
springs and could accommodate 
200 guests. Dr. Applegate, part 
owner, resident physician and 
owner of Cottage A, (now River 
Park Inn) gave lectures promot-
ing the benefits of the sulfur wa-
ter, which he would prescribe and 
dispense. His “Water Cure” com-
pany sold the bottled spring water 
as far away as New York. On April 
3, 1900, a fire destroyed the Clar-
endon.

Soon thereafter, Louis H. McKee 
purchased the Clarendon prop-
erty, and he built the Qui Si Sana 
“Here is Health” (1906 -2002) on 
the site. Completed in 1906, it was 
constructed of concrete to avoid 
the loss of another hotel to fire. 
Furnished with running water 
from the springs, it featured steam 
heat, electric lights and telephone 
service. Many locals fondly re-
member it prior to its demolition 
to make way for City Hall.

The Oakland Hotel (1880) was 
located directly across from the 
springs on Spring Street in the old 
police station parking lot behind 
the property commonly known as 
“Judge Rivers House.” It was orig-
inally built as a private residence 
by Lucas Muhoberaz, a native of 
Austria, in the fashion of a Swiss 
cottage. In 1883, he remodeled 
and converted it into a series of 
wooden structures boasting 36 
finely decorated sleeping apart-

ments and a dining venue for up 
to 100 guests.

Now imagine a hotel on Gum 
Street sandwiched between St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church and 
First Presbyterian Church. That 
would be the Morganza, built in 
1872, a three-story wooden build-
ing with “all the modern conve-
niences”. With a change in own-
ership in1891, it was renamed the 
Rivercraft and then in 1923, it was 
sold and remodeled becoming the 
St. Elmo. 

Some residents attended school 
there in the 1960s, when it was 
used by the Clay County School 
System as the Paul E Reinhold 
Jr. High School. All that remains 
today is its namesake, St. Elmo 
Street.

The Union Hotel (1866 – 1929) 
on the St. Johns River was about 
three blocks north of the spring. 
With accommodations for about 
50 guests and no access to the 
springs, it was not quite as popu-
lar. Thomas Edgerton purchased it 
in 1874 and named it the St. Clair. 
Several owners later, part of the 
property was sold off to become 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, and 
the hotel was renamed Hadden 
Hall.

Between Palmer Street and Center 
Street on the St. Johns River was 
the Riverside Hotel (1881), built by 
A.G. Morgan, who added several 
cottages around it as was the cus-
tom around grand hotels in this 
era. Successive owners including 
Mrs. Alverto Lovelace operated it 
as a boarding house as did Daniel 
Tyler of New York. 

Mr. Tyler, former owner of the Riv-

erside, operated the Tyler House 
at the corner of Walnut Street 
and Pine Avenue from 1900 until 
about 1915, when it changed own-
ership and became the Seminole 
Hotel. The Tyler House advertised 
porter service for passengers ar-
riving by boat or train, which was 
graciously appreciated by new-
comers arriving in a strange town 
and needing a place to stay.

On the property currently occu-
pied by the closed Ace Hardware 
across the street from the Post Of-
fice in Green Cove Springs stood 
the Mohawk Hotel (1910 – 1963). 
Originally a private residence al-
most at the end of the Hotel Era, it 
was converted to a hotel. Because 
it was also the bus station, it was 
well known to servicemen during 
the Navy Era of Green Cove 
Springs, when Lee Field was an 
active military installation gear-
ing up for WWII and home of the 
“Mothball Fleet” prior to the Kore-
an Conflict.

The demand for places to stay 
near the spring was such that even 
the small entrepreneur with extra 
rooms in their home like Mrs L. C. 
Keys got in on the hotel “action” at 
Sunnylodge.

Today, the only remaining vestige 
of the Hotel Era that remains is 
River Park Inn, a bed and break-
fast, formerly Dr. Applegate’s 
Clarendon Cottage A, where he 
treated the “more retiring guests 
of the Clarendon” with the spring 
water he prescribed, bottled and 
dispensed.

— By Pat Garlinghouse

Resources provided by the Clay 
County Historical Society

Green Cove Springs Hotel Trivia
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Green Cove Springs is located along 
the west bank of the St. Johns River. 
It serves as the County Seat of Gov-
ernment for Clay County, Florida.

The city’s name originates from 
the three physical characteristics. 
“Green” refers to the perennially 
green vegetation characterized by 
its treescape and foliage. “Cove” re-
fers to a bend in the St. Johns River 
creating a safe area for mooring of 
boats during inclement weather.

“Springs” refers to the natural 
spring originating from the Flori-
dan Aquifer, with an estimated flow 
rate of approximately 2,200 gallons 
per minute.

The spring water, which is a con-
stant 78 degrees, flows into the 
west side of the municipal swim-
ming pool and then flows out the 
east side, forming a spring run 
that eventually empties into the St. 
Johns River.

The first inhabitants of this region 
some 5,000 years ago were attract-
ed to the area because of the warm 
mineral spring. The spring (also re-
ferred to as “The Boil”) was a source 

of sustenance and curative quali-
ties for a variety of sicknesses. The 
medicinal qualities of the spring 
and its location along the St. Johns 
River served as major contributors 
to the community’s development 
as a prominent attraction and des-
tination for tourists during the 19th 
Century.

The first development of the area 
to become Green Cove Springs was 
by George I. F. Clarke in 1816 from 
land he received from a Spanish 
Land Grant. Mr. Clark used the land 
for construction and operation of a 
lumber or sawmill for harvesting of 
Live Oak trees.

In 1854, “White Sulfur Springs” was 
the name of the first development 
attempted by David Palmer and 
Sarah Ferris. In 1866, it was renamed 
Green Cove Springs when the post 
office was established. On Novem-
ber 2, 1874, the Town of Green Cove 
Springs officially incorporated.

During the late 1880s, the town ex-
perienced great prosperity as ev-
idenced by the large number and 
quality of hotels constructed. The 
medicinal qualities of the spring 

and the area’s climate made Green 
Cove Springs a popular vacation 
destination during the winter. The 
city was recognized as “The Sarato-
ga of the South”, “The Parlor City” 
and “Watering Hole for the Rich”. 
Tourists and visitors journeyed 
along the St. Johns River by river-
boats.

Green Cove Springs had the first 
trolley system in the state. The 
prominence of the community as 
a winter style resort changed when 
Henry Flagler constructed his rail-
road allowing northern visitors to 
vacation in destinations further 
south in more tropical areas like 
Palm Beach and Miami. The onset 
of the new railroad system also led 
to the decline of riverboat use for 
transporting tourists to the hotels, 
ending the community’s promi-
nence as a destination for northern 
visitors during the winter season.

The area was also the home of Gus-
tafson’s Farm, owned and operat-
ed by Frank and Agnes Gustafson. 
Their family dairy operation began 
in 1908, and it earned the couple 
recognition as “Mama and Papa 
Gus”. They started delivery of milk 
products to the local hotels sup-
plied from one cow named Butter-
cup. The dairy operations moved to 
a 10,000-acre location just south of 
the city and continued to grow. The 
dairy closed in 2013.

In 1883, the Ladies Village Improve-
ment Association of Green Cove 
Springs incorporated to promote 
beautification efforts within the city, 
and it later evolved into becoming 
the first Federated Women’s Club of 
Florida. The Village Improvement 
Association (VIA) still exists and 
operates from the building dedicat-
ed in 1915. The building housed the 

city’s first public library.

In the 1930s, the town began a slow 
recovery following the Great De-
pression, receiving funding from 
the Works Progress Administra-
tion” (WPA) for construction of a 
new high school, the recreational 
building adjacent to the spring /
swimming pool area and other 
community improvement projects.

Green Cove Springs experienced 
further recovery in the mid to late 
1930s from the federal govern-
ment’s decision to commence con-
struction of two military installa-
tions in the area. One was Benjamin 
Lee Field in Green Cove Springs, 
and the other was Camp Blanding, 
a National Guard Training facility 
approximately about 20 miles west 
of the city on State Road 16.

Benjamin Lee Field was a Naval 
Air Training Field designed to 
train pilots for landing operations 
on aircraft carriers during WWII. 
The facility was later renamed Na-
val Air Station Green Cove Springs 
and later re-designated as a Naval 
Auxiliary Station associated with 
the Naval Air Station Jacksonville 
complex. During this period, the 
government expanded the complex 
with construction of 13 concrete 
piers serving as the berthing place 
for over 600 ships placed in reserve 
status and referred to as the world’s 
largest “Mothball Fleet”. 

The community’s vibrancy was sus-
tained through 1960, when the fed-
eral government decommissioned 
NAAS Green Cove Springs. The 
City purchased this facility from 
the federal government during the 
early 1960s in the hope of develop-
ing the property into a center for in-
dustrial development. The city later 

History of Steamboats, Navy Ships
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YOUR LOCAL HELPFUL 
HARDWARE STORE

Shop Hagan Ace for the best selection, 
brands and knowledgable staff to help you 

with all your needs... Gifts for Everyone!

Two Clay County Locations to Serve You
1305 North Orange Ave, Suite 110 • Green Cove Springs • 284-3806

1022 Blanding Blvd. • Orange Park • 272-1414
www.haganace.com

Hagan Hardware
H A R D W A R E  •  T O O L S  •  L A W N  &  G A R D E N 
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sold the property to the Reynolds 
Corporation for development of an 
industrial park.

In 1982, the city increased in area 
through annexations of the Reyn-
olds Industrial Park. In 1985, the 
city annexed approximately 950 
acres known as the Magnolia Point 
Golf and Country Club. There have 
been other annexations resulting in 
the increase of the City’s land area 
to approximately 7.2 square miles.

In late 1989, a Cultural Resource 
Survey of Green Cove Springs was 
conducted. The survey found 198 
structures of historical significance. 
They include the former historic 
Clay County Courthouse, the Coun-
ty Jail, the Spring Park complex, St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church and the 
Village Improvement Association.

The Historical Triangle is home for 
the former courthouse, the former 

jail and, the Clay County Historical 
Society’s History and Railroad Mu-
seums. The River Park Inn Bed and 
Breakfast is the last remaining con-
nection to the many grand hotels of 

the city’s past era as a popular tour-
ist destination. 

In 2004, the city relocated its opera-
tions from 229 Walnut Street, the for-

mer City Hall, adjacent to the munic-
ipal swimming pool and moved into 
a new two-story stucco structure sit-
uated on the site of the former Clar-
endon and Qui-si-Sana hotels.
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City Pier
The St. Johns River has always at-
tracted people to its shores. The 
City Pier is an extension of Spring 
Park that invites people to enjoy 
an afternoon of fishing. You can 
sail to our pier, walk into town for 
dinner and retire to their boat for 
an overnight stay. Our City Pier 
offers water and electricity for a 
reasonable overnight fee. 

City Spring-Fed Pool
The City pool is under renovation, 
but it soon will return to entertain-
ing both locals and tourists. The 
famous pool is spring-fed and was 
built as part of a winter resort. 

Spring Park Picnic Pavilions
Green Cove Springs offers cov-
ered pavilions with bar-b-que 
grills that the public may use. The 
pavilions can be reserved for a fee 
or you can take their chances and 
find an open available picnic area 
free of charge. Call City Hall at 
297-7500 to make a reservation.

Vera Francis Hall Park
Vera Francis Hall Park is located on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
near the Augusta Savage Arts and 
Community Center. At the back of 
the park there is an amphitheater 
for entertainment and a canoe or 
kayak launch on Governors Creek 
that spills into the St. Johns River a 
few miles away. 

Augusta Savage  
Friendship Park
Augusta Savage Friendship Park 
is located at the corner of Walburg 
Street and Pine Avenue. The park 
has a playground designed for 

younger children and families. 

Augusta Savage  
Arts & Community Center
The center, built as Dunbar High 
School in 1942, is located on a five-
acre parcel of land near the center 
of Green Cove Springs, along Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. Au-
gusta Savage donated the proper-
ty for the first and only black high 
school in Green Cove Springs. 
Visit the website: asaccgcs.org

Shands Pier Boat Ramp
Shands Boat Ramp is located 
just north of the Shands Bridge, 
off State Road 16 at Old Shands 
Bridge Boat Launch Road. The wa-
ter at the boat ramp is very shal-
low and only the smallest of boats 
can use the boat ramp without en-
countering problems. 

Bayard Conservation Area
The Bayard Conservation Area is 
operated by the St. Johns River 
Water Management District. With 
just over 10,000 acres, Bayard of-
fers cycling, hiking, fishing, horse-
back riding, bank fishing, boat-
ing access, canoeing and wildlife 
viewing. Primitive camping is 
available. For more information, 
call the District’s Bureau of Land 
Management at (386) 329-4404. 
www.floridaswater.com/recre-
ationguide/bayard/

Clay County Fairgrounds
Throughout the year, a multitude 
of events are held on the fair-
grounds to satisfy many inter-
ests, including a variety of equine 
events, 4-H activities, auctions, 
Scottish-Highland games and a 

haunted house. 

The Early Florida Village Exhibit 
opened in 1991. Antique cars dis-
played throughout the village will 
please the auto enthusiast. 

For more information, call (904) 
269-6378 or visit http://claycoun-
tyfair.org.

Governor’s Creek Boat Ramp 
This County-owned facility is lo-
cated just outside the City’s north-
ern boundary along US 17 at Gov-
ernor’s Creek. It features a large 
covered picnic area, fishing pier 
and a two-lane public boat launch-
ing facility. Call 904-284-6378.

Knights Boat Ramp 
This County-owned facility is lo-
cated north of the City along U.S. 
17 at Black Creek. For additional 
information, contact Clay County 
at 904-284-6378.

Carl Pugh Park 
This County-owned facility is 
leased to the Green Cove Springs 
Baseball/Softball Association 
(GCSBSA). It is located at 317 S. 
West St. (behind the Clay Coun-
ty Health Department). For addi-
tional information, contact Clay 
County at 284-6378. 

Camp Chowenwaw Park 
A 150–acre site that Clay 
County purchased in 2006 
from the Girl Scouts of Gate-
way Council. The Girl Scouts 
operated the camp for more 
than 70 years before deciding 
to relocate. The parcel, which 
has 100 acres of wetlands and 
50 acres of uplands, is located 
at the mouth of Black Creek. 
The trail systems through the 
uplands and the wetlands of-
fer scenic tracts for the hiking 
enthusiast. Camping facilities 
include treehouse cabins. 

If You Love The Outdoors, 
You’ll Love Green Cove Springs!

Treehouses are part of Camp Chowenwaw Park
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The Rotary Club of Green Cove Springs 
celebrated its 90th anniversary. The 
club was chartered on August 17, 1926. 
Meetings are held every Monday at 12:15 
at the Village Improvement Association 
Building in Green Cove Springs. Visitors 
and Rotarians from other clubs are 
welcome to attend. 

Green Cove 
Springs Elks 
Lodge 1892

Provides Community Service in our Support of:
•  The Green Cove Springs Adopt Our Library Program
•  Support of our Veterans at Lassen Nursing Home; Fishing, Bingo
• Green Cove Springs Soul Food Festival
•  Support the GCS Police Dept. in the Trunk or Treat Event
•  Strumming For Success - Teaching GCS children to play the guitar
•  The Lodge runs the Santa’s Workshop portion of the Green Cove 

Springs Annual Christmas Parade providing the gifts the kids receive.

The Green Cove Dragway off ers family fun. (Doug Freeman Photography)

Green Cove Dragway opened in 
September 21, 2013 on an unused 
runway at Reynolds Industrial 
Park in Green Cove Springs. We 
are proud to provide a facility 
that off ers wholesome family en-
tertainment, a safe and controlled 
environment for young and old 
alike to enjoy their need for speed 
as well as a venue for generations 
of families and friends to gather 
and enjoy.

Green Cove Dragway is a 1/8 mile 
IHRA (International Hot Rod As-
sociation) sanctioned drag strip 
that also off ers a Mud Playground 
and Drift Course.

Our slogan is “Run What Ya 
Brung.” We attract not only our 
Green Cove local residents but 

racers and race fans from Jack-
sonville to Georgia. In fact, we’ve 
had folks come from as far away 
as Kentucky! 

There is no doubt that our neigh-
borhood businesses enjoy the 
traffi  c our race events bring to the 
community. Our racers are amazed 
at the number of race fans that 
come on out to cheer them on!

Green Cove Dragway prohibits 
any alcohol or illegal substanc-
es, and we have a zero-tolerance 
policy. Our patrons are grateful 
for this policy; they continually 
voice their appreciation for our 
safe and friendly place.

Over the past three years, we 
installed upgrades such as sta-

dium lighting for nighttime 
racing, scoreboards to display 
racer speeds and elapsed times, 
repaving the track surface, up-
graded computer timing system, 
Winners Circle platform & Wall 
of Fame plus the addition of the 

Mud Bog Playground and Drift 
Course.

For more information: 
www.greencovedragway.com, 
www.facebook.com/greencove-
dragway, 904-868-DRAG (3724)

Green Cove Dragway
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Clay County  
Public Library System

The Clay County Public Library 
System operates as a department 
of the Clay County Board of Com-
missioners. It began in 1961, with 
initial building blocks of the collec-
tion of materials coming from local 
Women’s Clubs. Today, the system 
operates one Headquarters Library 
and four Branch Libraries, includ-
ing one in Green Cove Springs, 
with over 300,000 volumes avail-
able to borrow from its collection.

•  In 1997, the library system comput-
erized its checkout procedures and 
card catalog. 

•  In February 1999, public Internet 
access was made available. 

•  In 2005, the new Headquarters Library 
in Fleming Island opened its doors. 

•  In October 2015, the Library Sys-
tem added e-books to its collection. 

Green Cove Springs  
Branch Library

The Green Cove Springs Branch 
Library has been a cornerstone 
of our City since it was first orga-
nized by the Village Improvement 
Association (Federated Women’s 
Club of Green Cove Springs) in 
the late 1800s.

It was established at its present lo-
cation in 1970, and the 8,513 square-
foot building served as the Head-
quarters Library of the System until 
the late 1990s. 

The Branch Library, located in the 
heart of the City for the convenience 
of its citizens, provides materials, in-

formation, technology and cultural 
opportunities for people of all ages 
and backgrounds.

Patrons enjoy access to a collection 
of over 51,000 volumes of reading 
and educational materials including 
new bestsellers, CD’s, DVD’s, peri-
odicals, e-books, young adult and 
graphic novels, children’s picture 
and chapter books, special collec-
tions of local and Florida history, and 
more.   

The Teen Advisory Group offers 
input on programming, influenc-
es collection development, takes 
on leadership roles and earns vol-
unteer hours to satisfy academic 
requirements.  

The recently added teen area allows 
younger patrons to meet, socialize, 
access computers and study in com-
fort surrounded by books. 

Children can learn and develop a 
life-long love of reading through our 

Story Hours and other early litera-
cy-based programs.   

Working in cooperation with the 
School District, the Library provides 
six weeks of daily programming 
each year in June and July for ages 
2-17 to support summer reading and 
to prevent the “summer slide” of 
reading and learning achievement. 
Outreach programs to Head Start 
as well as on the weekends and eve-
nings in-house provide support to 
working families.

Friends of the Green Cove 
Springs Library

The Friends of the Green Cove 
Springs Public Library was formed 
in 1989 by a small group of dedicat-
ed community volunteers. 

When the Library has had a need, 
the Friends Group has worked to 
meet that need through partnerships 
with various civic groups, charitable 
organizations and businesses.  The 

Friends support the Library by:

•  Sponsoring educational and recre-
ational programs

•  Serving as library advocates by 
keeping city and county officials 
well-informed

•  Promoting community awareness 
of the Library’s resources, services 
and needs

•  Volunteering to assist staff with op-
erations and programming

•  Providing early literacy outreach to 
the local elementary school under 
the auspices of the Cove Storytell-
ers

•  Facilitating the Cove Book Club to 
generate public interest

•  Funding special library needs 
through their year-round fundrais-
ing efforts

For more information on Library ser-
vices and the Friends of the GCS Li-
brary, visit us online at:  http://www.
claycountygov.com/departments/
library or on Facebook at:  https://
www.facebook.com/ClayCtyLibrary

Library System Provides Many Services
Including free study room access, computers, 
Wi-Fi, internet services & technology classes
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www.insurancegreencovesprings.com • Email: insuranceworld5@aol.com

• Meeting The Needs
Of All Driving Risks

• Preferred To High Risk
• SR22 • Auto • RV
• FR-44
• Income Tax Preparation

Green Cove Springs • 1190 N. Orange Ave.
Across From McDonalds • 5 Miles South Of Fleming Island

904-529-7283
Taking Pride In Serving Clay County For Over 25 Years

AdId: X 97001848219 - 01
CustId: 9438335078
Dir/Iss: CCCFL Y3 06/2012
UDAC: DHC - CIP
ATTUID: rb0118
Date: 03/30/2012 10:33:AM

YPH: 102898
Insurance
YPSH: 

Rep: 321007 - cc053p
CRAWFORD CHRISTOPHER

www.reynoldspark.com • 904.284.3676
Green Cove Springs, FLORIDA

REYNOLDS PARK is located in beautiful northeast 
Florida. The park is within the historic town of 
Green Cove Springs and was established in 1965 by 
industrialist J. Louis Reynolds of the Reynolds Metal 
Company. The Park remains in the family today.

The Park is a 1750 acre mixed use development 
with facilities including 5000’ airstrip, 3 miles of 
St. Johns River frontage, rail access, and adjacent 
nature preserve. Reynolds Park Aerial View South

• Jacksonville: 35 Minutes
• St. Augustine: 25 Minutes
•  St. Augustine Beach: 30 

Minutes
• Daytona Beach: 1 Hour

• Gainesville; 60 Minutes
• Orlando: 2 Hours
•  Georgia Border: 1 Hour 15 

Minutes
• I-95: 15 Minutes

• I-10: 30 Minutes
• World Golf: 15 Minutes
• Ponte Vedra Beach: 30 Minutes
• Orange Park: 20 Minutes

Transportation access by road, Air Rail gain solid access. New expressway connecting I-95 to I-10, is in 
the construction phase. The beltway will be located adjacent to the property and an access point provided. 

For detailed information see FDOT web site, www.fdot� rstcoastouterbeltway.com.

Buildings 5000 to 105,000 ft.² and sites for lease
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For more than 20 years, the Florida 
Small Business Development Center 
(FSBDC), Florida’s “premier source” 
for business assistance, has oper-
ated a part-time office at the Clay 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

The FSBDC operates a full-time 
office in Clay County, providing 
small businesses no-cost, confi-
dential consulting to help them 
grow and succeed.

The office operates from the 
Chamber office, 1734 Kingsley 
Ave. in Orange Park and from the 
Green Cove Springs City Hall, 321 
Walnut St.

The Clay County Chamber of 
Commerce facilitated funding of 
the program through public and 
private dollars. 

The Chamber is thankful for the 
sponsors who have made this re-
source become a full time reality. 
The sponsors are the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, the Clay County Develop-

ment Authority, the Economic De-
velopment Corporation, VYSTAR, 
Alliance and Associates, First At-
lantic Bank and BestBet. 

The FSBDC provides businesses 
with access to consulting, train-
ing and information in the areas 
of business startup, business plan-
ning, marketing, financial analysis, 
access to capital and more. 

Small business owners also have 
access to more specialized ser-
vices, such as government con-
tracting assistance, agribusiness 
advice, international trade exper-
tise and nonprofit assistance.

Ana “Annie” Grogan, the business 
consultant assigned to the Clay 
County region, has been in her role 
for one year and has been making 
her rounds through the county 
meeting local businesses and get-
ting to know what local small busi-
ness needs are.

Annie now offers routine work-

shops throughout the county on 
“How to start a business” and 
“How to write a business plan,” two 
topis that are critical when starting 
a small business.

To check on classes, go to the 
training link at www.sbdc.unf.edu. 
Annie also works with local small 
business owners to start local 
business groups and initiatives as 
needed.

Business owners or aspiring busi-
ness owners can reach Annie Gro-
gan at the Clay County Chamber 
of Commerce at 904-239-0722 or at 
a.grogan@unf.edu. 

Business Development Serves Green Cove

Business Consultant Annie Grogan (right) works with a couple.
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DARREN’S
Owner: Darren Stutts

3 S. Palmetto Ave.
Green Cove Springs

Autobody Repair
904-284-9209

Custom 
Restorations

Wrecks to Restorations

284-7720 • rhrfh.com
2335 Sandridge Rd, Green Cove Springs, FL

Our calling is to offer care, comfort and reassurance 
in a uniquely personal and all-embracing way.

Here at our family-owned funeral home, 
we offer one-to-one attention from a staff that 
strives to make you feel as welcome and com-
fortable as you would in your own home. We 

will be there for you at every step of planning 
and carrying out a celebration of the life of 
your loved one. With the changing traditions 
and customs in funeral rites, there is a com-
mon theme: A life was lived and someone will 
be missed.

We can take care of all your needs at a 
single location and answer all your questions 
about caskets, vaults, burial spaces, grave 
markers, veterans benefi ts, prearrangement, 
cremation and urns. Once your questions are 
answered, you choose what services fi t your 
family traditions, fulfi ll your expressions of 
faith and offer comfort to your loved one.

Here at our family-owned funeral home, 

will be there for you at every step of planning 
and carrying out a celebration of the life of 
your loved one. With the changing traditions 
and customs in funeral rites, there is a com-
mon theme: A life was lived and someone will 
be missed.

single location and answer all your questions 
about caskets, vaults, burial spaces, grave 
markers, veterans benefi ts, prearrangement, 
cremation and urns. Once your questions are 

Clay County residents

Need medical help for you and your 
family and don’t have health insurance?

479 Houston St. 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

This Community Advertisement Sponsored by

Call The Way at: 
904-531-9504
The Way Medical Clinic 
offers primary medical 
services to uninsured 
residents of Clay County.

Our primary medical services include:
•  Of� ce Visits
•  Laboratory Testing
•  Referral and Educational 

Services
•  Prenatal Services
•  Mental Health 

Counseling
• Vision Screening*
*Offered periodically by appointment

To be able to receive our 
health care services, you 
have to be:

• A resident of Clay County

• Uninsured

•  And meet household income 
requirements

Volunteers Always Needed. 
Donations Always Accepted.

Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. by appointment 
Walk-in visits on third Saturday morning of every month

We do not provide Emergency Services.   

Pamela J. Lewis, M.A., N.C.C., L.M.H.C.
Pamela J. Lewis Counseling, LLC

GRACE HOUSE
counseling center

4375 US Highway 17, Suite 300 • Fleming Island
gracehousecounseling.org • 904.269.0886
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Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral and Cremation Services

Pre-Need Planning Available

Family Owned & Operated helmgallagherfh.com

Helm - Gallagher Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1811 Idlewild Avenue • Green Cove Springs, FL • 904.284.9696

helmgallagherfh.com

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director
Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Offi  ce Manager; Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

This quote was recounted to me 
from a fellow citizen who spoke 
to a veteran after attending this 
year’s Memorial Day Ceremony in 
Spring Park. 

Green Cove Springs has a rich 
military history but none richer 
than the voices of those who have 
served and tell the stories of their 
service to our country. 

Each Memorial Day, Green Cove 
Springs honors those who gave 
their lives in service to their coun-
try. During that touching and 
often-tear filled ceremony, the 
veterans and active duty service 
members come forward, give their 
name, rank, branch of service, how 
long they serviced and where. 

Each service member is given a 
flag and a letter of gratitude from 

the City. Some walk with assis-
tance and proudly let their patrio-
tism be known. 

Those who can’t make it to the stage 
are brought a microphone so they 
can proclaim their dedication to 
country and honor the fallen.  

As veterans come to the micro-
phone, they walk among citizens 
holding flags on either side of them.

It is a time of reflection, pride 
and honor for those listening and 
watching. It is a way for our youth 
to begin to understand the sacri-
fice made for them. 

Let us never forget those who 
have given their lives for our great 
country. 

— By Mayor Pam Lewis

‘They gave us a voice’

Memorial Day
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Our small town is very special, and 
the Green Cove Springs Police De-
partment treats its citizens that way 
— special. 

The police are our first line of defense 
in protection, and they also are con-
nected to our community emotional-
ly — as shown with their volunteerism 
and outreach to families. The motto 
on their patrol cars “Community Pa-
trol, Serving with S.P.I.R.I.T.” says it 
all … safety, professionalism, integri-
ty, respect, innovation, training. 

Our officers are visible and active in 
our small city. It is not unusual for 
them to stop and chat with residents 
on their daily patrols. They engage 
with citizens, but they are always 
mindful of our safety and are proac-
tive in protecting us. 

They contribute to our community in 
many ways. They have raised money 
for “Trunk or Treat” by having a Gala 
at the Elks Lodge. Funds raised pro-
vide a safe place for families to gath-
er for a fun-filled Halloween.  

Our officers patrol and enjoy many 
of our events such as Third Saturday, 
where they help vendors and inter-
act with visitors. Officers have been 
known to join a neighborhood basket-
ball game with young people while 
on patrol, volunteer to help with traf-
fic control for our annual Clay High 
Homecoming Parade as well as help-
ing at the Augusta Savage Arts and 
Community Center. 

Last, but not least, they take mento-
ring and leadership of young people 
seriously and serve as instructors at 
Camp Cadet, a summer leadership 
program for youth. 

The next time you see our officers, tell 
them how much you appreciate what 
they do for our community. 

Department Practices Community Policing 
Police Host Trunk or Treat
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Carl Pugh Park is home to the 
Green Cove Springs Baseball 
Softball Association (GCSBSA). 
It is located in the heart of the 
city, at 317 West St., just off of 
State Road 16. The field has been 
used for recreation baseball and 
softball for over 40 years and is 
currently the only youth sports 
organization in Green Cove 
Springs.

Over the last few years, the orga-
nization has been committed to 
transforming the field and asso-
ciation into a safe and enjoyable 
place the children and parents 
of Clay County are proud to be 
a part of. The goal is to teach 
the children of our community 
the discipline and camaraderie 
of being part of a team and the 
passion for the sport that we, as 
adults, have come to know and 
love. 

We want the children, parents 
and coaches to be proud of OUR 
field, OUR organization and 
OUR town. We want Carl Pugh 

Park to be available to the next 
40 years of children to grow up 
here in Green Cove Springs!

If you love baseball or softball 
and are interested in volunteer-
ing or signing your child up to 
play, sign-ups are in August for 
fall ball. The season runs during 
October and November. Spring 
ball sign-ups begin in January, 
and the season runs during Feb-
ruary and March. You can visit 
www.gcsaa.siplay.com to sign up 
or for more information about 
the organization.

GCSBSA is always looking for 
local sponsors to help fund oper-
ations and scholarships for chil-
dren in need. If you would like 
to get involved with a great or-
ganization that gives back to the 
children of Clay County and are 
interested in an individual spon-
sorship, an advertising opportu-
nity for your business or would 
just like to show your support 
through a donation, please email 
GCSBSA@yahoo.com.

Green Cove Springs Baseball Softball Association



2016 • Green Cove Springs • 39

OUR MISSION
Formed in Winter of 2013 by a group of business owners and 

community leaders the Green Cove Springs Business League is designed 
to help the City of Green Cove Springs and their businesses identify 

areas of improvement to help grow and create an environment that will 
attract patrons and businesses alike. We pledge to help showcase what 
our great city has to offer and spread the word that Green Cove Springs 

is a great place to Live, Shop, Dine, and Play.

WWW.GCSBL.COM • ADMIN@GCSBL.COM

Third Saturdays 
Market in the Park 
Every 3rd Saturday 

10am-2pm 
at the corner of US17 

and Walnut Street

Green Cove Springs 
Christmas Parade 
Dec 3rd at 2pm.  

Magnolia Avenue in 
Green Cove Springs
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