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Employees from JTA, JEA, and members of the Jacksonville City Council took part in a ceremonial groundbreaking for a Collins Road widening 
project funded by the city of Jacksonville the morning of Sept. 19 at Argyle Church of Christ.

Officials get 
governor's 
ear post-Irma
By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf 

ORANGE PARK – Public officials 
made their cases Sept. 19 to Gov. 
Rick Scott on how they would like 
to see post-Irma 
restoration efforts 
look like in Clay 
County.

The meet-
ing at the Town 
of Orange Park 
council chambers 
brought together 
elected officials 
countywide to re-
ceive updates on 
how the state has 
coped with the destruction caused by 
Hurricane Irma as it tore through the 
state last week. 

“I know everybody’s worked hard 
to get through this hurricane,” Scott 
said. “The flooding was horrible up 
here…it’s unbelievable how much 
flooding we got.”

While Florida has to contend with 
devastation and strained resources 
statewide, the county’s primary con-
cern at this point is recovery. 

Hurricane Irma came as munici-
palities proposed their budgets for 
the next fiscal year. The countywide 
damages are expected to turn budget 

Gov. Rick Scott 

SEE IRMA, 11

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

ARGYLE – In about three years, 
residents in the northern reaches of 
Clay County should notice a reduc-
tion in traffic along Collins Road. 
Until then, residents should prepare 
for ongoing construction now that 
the Jacksonville Transit Authority 
has broken ground on the project. 

“When we’re finished, you will 
have an improved, four-lane road,” 
said Isaiah Rumlin JTA board chair-
man during his introduction of the 
agency’s CEO on Sept. 19. “We will 

fit the demand of this growing com-
munity.”

Construction will consist mainly 
of converting the portion of Collins 
Road that runs between Middleburg 
Road and Rampart Road from two-
lanes to four. The addition of the 
new Walmart, and the Costco which 
is still under construction, will bring 
thousands of jobs to the area, and 
with it, according to JTA, more traf-
fic on an already-busy roadway. The 
project is expected to start soon and 
will be completed in June 2020. 

“You can hear the traffic be-
hind me right now, and this is after 

rush hour,” said Nat Ford, JTA chief 
executive officer, during the mid-
morning press conference.

The new roads will feature 
concrete medians, bike lanes and a 
revamped sidewalk system to allow 
residents to pick their preferred 
mode of transportation. According to 
Ford, the future will include another 
mode of travel along their 13 new 
roadway projects – autonomous or 
self-driving vehicles – but that’s still 
just a concept in the forward-think-
ing minds of the JTA upper echelon. 

Collins Road to get high-tech upgrade

SEE COLLINS, 9
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Fossa has his eye on every 
new housing development
By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – As Clay 
County expands and new housing de-
velopments come online, the county 
inevitably has to build new schools 
to accommodate the influx of new 
students. 

But how a school district goes 
from soil to new school house is of-
ten shrouded in mystery to outsiders, 
and mired in red tape, studies, maps 
and projection upon projection for 
insiders. 

That’s where James Fossa comes 
in.

Fossa, referred to colloquially as 
Jim, is the Clay County School Dis-
trict’s planning and intergovernmental 
affairs coordinator. 

His position represents an imper-
ceptible and often underappreciated 
aspect of the district that connects 

the school system to county, state and 
federal governments.

Fossa’s position also ropes him in 
as an intermediary between builders, 
which makes his role indispensable 
for the district. He has to track up-to-
date school occupancy numbers and 
prevent a long-held desire to place 
students in portable classrooms. 

And for two years his chair sat 
empty.

Development slowed following 
the Great Recession, and according 
to Fossa, his position took a sideline. 
In those two years, his position was 
filled by other employees who un-
dertook his role in roles split across 
district staff. 

The school district decided to refill 
the position after former Superinten-
dent Charlie Van Zant Jr. was defeat-
ed in last year’s elections. Fossa said STAFF PHOTO BY JESSE HOLLETT

Jim Fossa tracks every current and future housing development for the Clay County School District 
to help the district plan for future school building needs.SEE EYE, 11

Lightning strikes hit school district budget
By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Lightning 
strikes at a number of Clay County 
schools have caused hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in damage in re-
cent weeks during a time the school 
district’s budget is experiencing 
shrinking state capital funds.

“We’ve been on average receiving 
$1.29 million a year in PECO, [Public 
Education Capital Outlay]. This year, 
it was cut to $868,000, so let’s take 
that and divide that by 50. What is 
that –$15,000 a school for the year 
barring no major failure of a mechan-
ical system [or other issues]. It’s just 
not logical,” said Michael Kemp, assis-
tant superintendent for operations.

A lightning strike at Keystone 
Heights Junior-Senior High School’s 
baseball field damaged the electrical 
panel inside the dugout.

“We’ve had Montclair… a $15,000 

compressor blew up. We put another 
one in and we’ve had problems with 
the line with metal parts in it, so we 
called timeout. We put portable [A/C] 
units in the classrooms, so we’re 
problem-solving this as much as we 
can,” said Superintendent Addison 
Davis.

A lightning strike at Doctors Inlet 
Elementary school “fried” a new 
$159,000 fire alarm system that was 
in the middle of being installed.

“It wasn’t finally completed, so it 
was still under contract,” said Bryce 
Ellis, project manager for the opera-
tions department.

Because the fire alarm installer 
was still under contract, the damaged 
system will be covered under the 
contractor’s insurance policy and will 
be re-installed in full at no cost to the 
school district. That news was met 
with cheers and elation at the Aug. 29 
monthly school board agenda-setting 
workshop.

Another lightning strike took out 
the power to a wing at Ridgeview 
High, which forced school district 
staff to act quickly for a solution. 
Davis said a portable generator is the 
fix for now.

“Where’s there’s air conditioner 
problems, we’re trying to bring in 
spot unit coolers, temporarily to get 
them fixed,” Kemp said.

At Lake Asbury Elementary, a 
portable generator was brought in 
to provide power to eight portable 
classrooms.

Kemp said one of the two 80-ton 
chillers – a key part of the air condi-
tioning system – just “died” at Orange 
Park High.

“With every storm that rolls in, 
there’s another one. I just want 
everybody to understand – in triple-
digit heat, it’s just this constant fight,” 
Kemp said.

Aging building and shrinking 
budgets become a recipe for failure. 

Davis said some buildings in the 
school district that are 30-plus years 
old are showing their age and are 
costly to operate due to their aging 
infrastructure.

“If we had 45 to $50 million, we 
could replace everything. The major-
ity of these units are 20-plus, 30-plus 
years old we’re just trying to put a 
band aid on them. So, we had Rid-
geview last week, up-down, up-down, 
up-down and then, enough. Dr. 
Kemp, great problem-solver, brought 
in a portable unit to get it up and 
running,” Davis said.

Davis said the administration 
building’s air conditioning was out 
last week, but “kids are first,” so he 
delayed crews from working on the 
admin building while classrooms 
were prioritized.

“We’ve had Montclair…$15,000 
compressor blew up. “We put another 
one in and we’ve had problems with 

SEE BUDGET, 8
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Therapy dog expo 
offers opportunities
By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf 

JACKSONVILLE – Budding therapy 
animal trainers can often find them-
selves with more questions than 
answers. 

Luckily, as this niche form of 
volunteerism grows in popularity, 
nonprofits and advocates are now 
making it easier to answer those 
questions.

On Oct. 7, the Therapy Animal 

Coalition, a nonprofit that assists 
both new and veteran therapy animal 
teams hone their skills, will host its 
second annual Therapy Animal Expo 
at The Schultz Center for Teaching 
and Leadership.

The expo will give both new and 
old therapy animal trainers the op-
portunity to find volunteer positions 
and information before they jump 

Cleo, a therapy dog, leaps after a toy thrown into Denise and Mark Umphress’ pool.

SEE DOGS, 8
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Survivor walks to 
promote heart health

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

First Coast American Heart Association ambassador Jenna Coleman sits in her Oakleaf home. 
Coleman, who was fitted with a pacemaker at age 10, will be participating in this year’s heart walk 
in the survivor’s tent.

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf 

OAKLEAF – Jenna Coleman woke up 
with the stomach flu on New Year’s 
Day 1999. The 10-year-old went into 
cardiac arrest three times before be-
ing taken to the hospital. Once there, 
she stayed in the intensive care unit 
for a week before doctors could fig-
ure out what had caused the malady.

Coleman, now 28, was diagnosed 
with Sick Sinus Syndrome, mean-
ing her body’s natural pacemaker, 
the sinoatrial node, can’t work fast 
enough. Coleman was set up with an 
electronic pacemaker, something she 
will have for the rest of her life. 

In addition to the pacemaker, 
Coleman makes bi-annual visits to 
the cardiologist to make sure every-
thing is still functioning properly. So 
far, Coleman has avoided any further 
complications and lives comfortably 
in her Oakleaf home with her family. 

In addition to regular medical 
checkups, Coleman attempts to fight 
ongoing hypertension by limiting 
her sodium intake and eating healthy 
foods. Though it isn’t always easy, 
Coleman understands how delicate 
the heart is and does everything she 
can to keep hers pumping. 

“I really focus on what I eat,” 
Coleman said. “It can be really hard, 

especially eating out.”
She started an Instagram account, 

@hearthealthymama, to incite an at-
titude among her followers that it’s 
possible to manage a career, a family, 
and still stay active and healthy. 

“You can be a mom, and you can 
be healthy,” Coleman said. “I’m out 
there to tell people how important 
heart health is.”

Coleman uses the account to help 
other moms realize that their health 
is their responsibility. She said most 
women know their weight, and their 
BMI, but more women should be 
asking their doctor for their blood 
pressure numbers and knowing what 
those numbers mean. She also advo-
cates for CPR certification among all 
moms, seeing it as a potential saving 
grace in a medical emergency. 

“Moms need to realize how life 
saving that can be,” Coleman said. 
“My mom performed CPR on me 
when I had cardiac arrest. I don’t 
know if that’s what saved me, but it 
obviously didn’t hurt.”

Coleman now works as an ambas-
sador for the First Coast American 
Heart Association where she works 
to inform people on the risks of heart 
disease. 

“Heart disease is so broad, I don’t 
think people realize,” Coleman said. 
“I really just stay healthy for my fam-

ily, you have to find that ‘Why?’ and 
you’ll find your way.”

Through this ambassadorship, 
Coleman has attended several events 
through the Heart Association, and 
will be participating in this year’s 
First Coast Heart Walk volunteering in 
the survivor’s booth. 

“The walks themselves are a 
great form of exercise,” Coleman 
said, “but at the events there are so 
many booths and you can become so 
knowledgeable about heart health.”

The event encourages partici-
pants to get out and walk, not only 
at the event, but throughout the year. 
This year, the theme is “Healthy For 
Good,” which reiterates that push to 
get people active and eating right 
all year long. The American Heart 

Association also pushes for youth 
involvement, with a focus being on 
informing future generations about 
heart disease before they become 
adults and their risk for heart condi-
tions increases. 

“It’s for the whole family, my kids 
will be going,” Coleman said. “In 
2015, my son was two and a half and 
he walked the whole thing and had a 
really good time.”

The walk has been rescheduled 
for Nov. 19 at 8 a.m. at Metropolitan 
Park in Jacksonville from its original 
September date due to Hurricane 
Irma. The Heart Association hopes 
to raise more than $1.7 million. For 
more information on the walk, visit 
firstcoastheartwalk.org, or find their 
page on Facebook.

Here, Augusta Savage gives a miniature version of her famous piece “The Harp” to Grover Whalen, 
who was known in New York City circles as a politician, public relations guru and businessman in 
the 1930s and 1940s.

Augusta Savage Festival 
planning underway
By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – After 25 
years, the Augusta Savage Festival 
will return to Green Cove Springs. 

The festival will be a standalone 
event, with the event’s original chair-
person, Eugene Francis, back at the 
helm. 

“We’re trying to put Green Cove 
and this festival on the map,” Francis 
said. “It’s our history and our culture. 
This will not be a typical festival, it is 
a series of events that will be capped 
off with a one-day street festival in 
Spring Park.”

Francis led the charge from 1991 
until 1993, organizing the first three 

years before a promotion took him 
to Tallahassee. The festival was 
then turned over to the Green Cove 
Springs chapter of the NAACP, who 
ran the festival for another year be-
fore calling it quits. 

After 20 years, Francis moved back 
to Green Cove Springs. 

In the last few years, he has been 
receiving calls from schools and or-
ganizations in Baltimore and Harlem, 
as well as attention from local media 
outlets with an upcoming Augusta 
Savage exhibit at the Cummer Mu-
seum in Jacksonville. This attention 
led him to seek out support for a 
reinvigorated version of the festival 

SEE SAVAGE, 7
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Library has upgraded 
space to wonder
By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – In the 
award-winning children’s book “Frog 
and Toad Together” by Arnold Lo-
bel, frog and toad had a friendship 
in which they did, well, everything 
together.

In her more than seven years as a 
children’s librarian at the Green Cove 
Springs Library, Michelle Kreitzer and 
fellow librarian Marie Bain’s friend-
ship grew to a point where they jok-
ingly referred to each other as frog 
and toad.

Last weekend, Kreitzer’s memory 
and love of books and nature was 
honored with the official dedication 
of a new set of murals installed in 
the children’s section of the library 
on Ferris Street. It’s phase one of a 
$10,000 remodeling project for the 
children’s section. 

“Michelle was a tremendous asset 
to Green Cove Springs Public Library 
and a fine representative of the Clay 
County library system as a whole. In 
the company of her fellow children’s 
librarian Marie Bain, she labored 
tirelessly in the service to the chil-
dren of our community and inspired 
a lifelong love of reading in all those 
who attended programming here,” 
said Van Royal, Green Cove Springs 
city council member.

Kreitzer worked at the library until 
she was diagnosed with cancer and 
later died.

Royal said those who knew Kre-
itzer will be reminded of her each 
time they look at the murals, which 
depict the natural beauty of Clay 
County and the city.

“Michelle will always be here with 
us in spirit,” Royal said.

The murals – painted on wood 
panels – allow children to imagine 
what it would look like if they were 
sitting inside the spring at Historic 
Spring Park looking out into the 
park. One mural also portrays the 
iconic frog as an homage to both the 
book “Frog and Toad Together” and 
Kreitzer.

Library Branch Manager Jennifer 
Parker said that Kreitzer would love 
the new murals because she loved 
nature and she loved Florida.

“If y’all notice, it’s in effect, that 
we’re standing in the spring looking 
out into the park and onto the river 
and the spring really is the heart of 
Spring Park and our town just like, in 
the same way, that our library is the 

PHOTOS BY ERIC CRAVEY

Frog sits inside the spring at Historic Spring 
Park reading and getting lost in a world of 
imagination, the same thing the library urges 
children to do – read and imagine.

Anthony Rooney's murals tell a story at the Green Cove Springs Library. 

heart of this community too,” Parker 
said.

Royal said Kreitzer used her artis-
tic talents to create displays, props 
and fun craft projects that enhanced 
the library-goer’s experience along 
with providing caring and compas-
sionate service to patrons of all ages.

“She was known for her warm 
smile and good sense of humor,” 
Royal said. “Even in the face of great 
personal hardship, she was extremely 
supportive of all her coworkers and 
she maintained a strong commitment 
to the library in its mission to the 
community.”

Jacksonville artist Anthony Rooney 
was commissioned to create the 
panels in his home studio in Rover-
side. He created the painting using 
artwork that had been used in the 
children’s section, but this time gave 
it an upgrade merging the art with 
local history. 

“I didn’t know Michelle personally, 
but I was kind of given a little bit of 
her story and just to be able to paint 
a mural to recognize her beautiful 
artwork and just to kind of commem-
orate her is an honor. It’s amazing,” 
Rooney said.

Rooney has also been commis-
sioned to paint the murals for phase 
two, which won’t kick off until 
Friends of the Library can raise an-
other $5,000. They are jump starting 
their campaign on Sept. 29 at First 
Presbyterian Church of Green Cove 
Springs with a $10 spaghetti dinner. 
They also plan a book sale at the 
library in October.

“The artwork, first of all, is beauti-
ful. It’s going to add great ambiance 
here to the children’s section and 
hopefully inspire some imagination 
and some other things in our young 
folks, some artists who go on to do 
other things, but hopefully they’ll use 
the library and enjoy it that much 
more,” said Mike Cella, Clay County 
Commission member.

Pat Coffman, director of libraries 

SEE LIBRARY, 6



THE OAKLEAF6 Thursday, September 28, 2017

We accept

MON 7AM-8PM  | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM  | FRI 7AM-6PM  | SUN CLOSED
OPEN SATURDAY - OCTOBER 21 - 8AM - NOON

All major credit cards and CareCredit are accepted 

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf Community for over 10 Years
Glenda Wiechman, DVM

8483 Merchants Way  | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | 904-317-6555  | www.oakleafvet.com
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

l  Wellness Exams
l  Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
l  Laser Therapy
l  Vaccinations
l  Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & 

Ultrasonic Scaler
l  Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging

l  General Surgery
l  Diagnostic Lab On-Site
l  High Definition Digital X-Ray
l  Pet Lodging & Daycare
l  Bathing & Grooming
l  Private Puppy Training Course  

Boarding Reservations Now Available
Reserve Today! Space is Limited

Your Full Service Animal Hospital
“Where Your Pets Are Treated Like Family”

Make your appointment today 317-6555 
Pets Hurricane Preparations Check List

¨  Food    ¨  Water    ¨  Medications    ¨  Records    ¨  First Aid Kit    ¨  Collar with ID
¨  Rabies Tag    ¨  Leash    ¨  Bedding/Toys    ¨  Pre-Plan Pet Friendly Accommodations
¨  Microchip, It’s Easy and Reunites Families!

Keep your pets safe during the upcoming holidays. 
Protect them from seasonal plants & decorations; 
candy; unhealthy food scraps; and loud noises. 

Celebrate this Fall season with healthy fur babies by 
keeping their regularly scheduled checkups

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy
Orange Park, FL 32065

OakleafBaptist.com

JOIN US!
Sunday

Sunday School 10:00am

New Worship 
Service Times 8:45am & 11am
Kidz Worship KG-3 11am

AWANA 5pm

Evening Worship Service 6pm

Wednesday
Men’s & Ladies
Prayer Meeting 6:15pm

OSM Youth “Fusion Live” 6:30pm

Prayer & Bible Study 7:00pm
Kidz4Christ KG-6

Flowers for any Occasion

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

Park Avenue
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

Janet Peterson (352) 598-0067 • www.mydoterra.com/janet4oils100% PURE

Certifi ed Therapeutic Grade 
Essential Oils

Natural Health Solutions
For Your Family

Call today
RECEIVE A FREE Sample!

for Clay County, thanked the Friends 
of the Library and the county commis-
sion for all each group does to sup-
port the libraries.

“This day is a special day here and 
we will go boldly and enjoy it every 
day,” Coffman said. “It does take a 
community to support a small space 
like a library, but that’s what we are 
– we’re here to support our commu-
nity, our children and it takes all of us 
together.” 

Having grown up in libraries as his 

mother is a head branch librarian in 
Jacksonville, Rooney said this, ironi-
cally, was his first ever mural for a 
library. 

“We’re talking about giant frog who 
reads books, so he doesn’t live in this 
world, he lives in Michelle’s world, so 
I kind of tried to keep it in that realm 
just to honor her and to keep the frog 
looking very similar to his original 
look,” Rooney said.

Tickets for the spaghetti dinner 
are $10. Order yours by calling Shir-
ley Youngerman, (904) 284-3849 on 
Sept. 29 at 6 p.m. at First Presbyterian 
Church of Green Cove Springs. 

Library 
from page 5
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he created in the 1990s. 
The exhibit will start in early Oc-

tober and remain at the Cummer for 
six months. This is the first time in 
decades that a Savage exhibit of this 
size and duration has been on display 
anywhere near her hometown of 
Green Cove Springs. 

“Having a six-month showing of 
Savage material is a big deal, they’ve 
never done that at Cummer before,” 
Francis said. “Since they’re having 
the Savage exhibit I thought it would 
be a good time to bring the festival 
back.”

The timing of the festival’s rein-
carnation will also place Francis and 
those involved in a good place to 
have an extra special event by their 
third year. 

Savage was born in a leap year, on 
February 29. Francis plans to hold the 
actual street festival during the last 
weekend in February so that when 
2020, the next leap year, rolls around 
they will be able to hold the event on 
Savage’s actual birthday. 

In addition to the festival, Francis 
hopes to produce a booklet featur-
ing historical photographs, archival 
photos of her artwork, and histori-
cal writings by and about Augusta 
Savage to help tell her whole story 
and inform residents of Green Cove 
Springs and the rest of Clay County. 
This will include a writing by W. E. 
B. Du Bois about Savage, as well as 
excerpts from FIGHT magazine that 
was published jointly by Savage and 
Langston Hughes. 

Francis will look to a pre-existing 
nonprofit organization to help with 
tax-deductible funding, the Friends 
of Augusta Savage. If the organiza-
tion is able to come to an agreement 

Savage 
from page 4

One of the Augusta Savage’s most famous pieces is The Harp, shown here. 

for a partnership between the festival 
and the organization, fundraising and 
advertising will begin as Francis starts 
recruiting volunteers to produce a 
festival that the city and county can 
be proud of. 

The festival will also provide 
Francis with a platform in which to 
educate the youth in his community. 
During the early days of the festival, 
Francis used volunteers from area 
junior high schools and high schools 

who, through their involvement in 
the festival, learned important life 
skills. During a recent brainstorming 
meeting, Francis listed off the names 
of former volunteers who are now 
successful contributing members of 
society. 

“It’s personal to me that this is not 
just about Savage,” Francis said. “I 
hope to involve young people, teach 
them this skill set and how to pull 
something like this off.”
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www.edwardjones.com

Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. Unit 904 
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188

Member SIPCMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Are You a “Hardworking” Investor?

Next week, we observe Labor Day, a celebration of the 
American worker. You work hard your whole life with the 
hope that your eff orts will ultimately allow you to achieve 
your fi nancial goals, such as a comfortable retirement. 
But for that to happen, you may need to apply some of 
the lessons of the workplace to your eff orts as an investor.

So, what are these lessons? Here are a few to consider:

•  Be consistent. The most successful workers are the 
ones who show up, day after day, and strive to overcome 
the inevitable obstacles that crop up. As an investor, you, 
too, need to be consistent in your habits – which means 
you should keep investing in all types of markets. If you 
take a “time out” every time the market drops, you might 
end up missing opportunities when the next rally begins.

•  Be fl exible. When good workers see that something 
is not going well, they change what they’re doing. And 
when you invest, you also may need to make adjustments. 
If an investment has consistently underperformed, or if 
you have too many others very similar to it, or if it just 
doesn’t meet your needs anymore, you may be better off  
by selling it and using the proceeds to invest elsewhere. 
This doesn’t mean you should constantly be buying and 
selling — in fact, you’ll likely be better off  by purchasing 
quality investments and holding them for the long 
term. But you need to be fl exible enough to make the 
appropriate moves at the appropriate times. 

•  Be informed. The best workers are those who regularly 
update their skills and acquire knowledge that helps them 
do their jobs better. As an investor, you should also keep 

learning – about the investment world in general and 
about new opportunities for you to explore. And you should 
always understand what you are investing in – and why. 
Even if you work with a fi nancial professional, you need 
to inform yourself about every aspect of your investment 
portfolio – after all, it’s your money and your future. 

•  Be farsighted. Good workers not only know what 
they’re doing – they also can visualize the desired 
outcome of each task. And, of course, people who are in 
charge of a particular endeavor, or who are responsible 
for the fortunes of a business, have a clear view of what 
they want to accomplish, even if the achievement of 
that goal is many years in the future. When you invest, 
you also need to see where you want to go. If you can 
constantly keep in mind your long-term goals – such 
as the type of retirement lifestyle you desire – you will 
likely fi nd it easier to stick with an investment strategy 
that’s appropriate for your needs and risk tolerance. 
Conversely, if you lose sight of your destination, you 
might be more prone to taking short-term detours, 
which could work against you.

Labor Day reminds us to appreciate the skills and 
dedication of all workers – and as an investor, you can put 
these same attributes to good use.

Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial advisors are not estate 
planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult 
your estate-planning attorney or qualifi ed tax advisor regarding your 
situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

BUY YOUR TICKETS!
904-641-1212

alhambrajax.com

The fun begins
 October 4

the line with metal parts in it, so we 
called timeout. We put portable [A/C] 
units in the classrooms, so we’re 
problem-solving this as much as we 
can,” Davis said.

Kemp indicated the district needs 
a new revenue stream dedicated for 
facility upkeep and the patch, fix and 
repair for now model just isn’t work-
ing anymore.

“We do have our LCIF dollars, 
our Local Capital Improvement Fund 
dollars, that we have, but you, that 
has to be used for certain things. 
We made a decision not to raise the 
millage rate, we did not increase 
impact fees, so we really need to start 
looking at a revenue stream because, 
like I said in the meeting today, our 
newest schools are 12-to-14 years old. 
It’s time to replace all the major me-
chanical systems. We have not been 
in a position to replace mechanical 
systems along the way so therefore, 
it’s to be expected,” Kemp said.

No action was taken at the work-
shop to address the air conditioning 
systems and needed repairs. 

Budget
from page 2

into this particular brand of volun-
teerism. 

According to Coalition Secretary 
Kathy Burns of Jacksonville said, 
prior to the expo and events like it, 
“there was no toolkit” on how to be-
gin training a therapy animal. 

Volunteering with therapy animals 
is on the rise in Northeast Florida. 
Coalition estimates that there are 
roughly 200 therapy teams actively 
operating in the area, up 50 from last 
year. 

Leaders in the field say not only 
are more volunteer teams actively 
participating, but more businesses 
and organizations have begun to real-
ize the benefits a therapy animal can 
have on the human psyche. 

“Without question” there’s been 

an increase, said Rev. Elizabeth Teal, 
an Orange Park resident who has 
worked with therapy animals and 
ministry animals since 1985. “When 
I first started this – now, I’m old, I’m 
not that old, but I’m old – I was on 
the phone begging people to accept 
one animal into their facilities, just a 
single animal on at trial basis. Now, 

just last week, I got a facility that 
wanted 30 teams for their facility.”

Now, Teal said, Northeast Florida 
has the reverse problem from what 
she encountered when she was just 
beginning in her career. Now, the 
supply cannot meet the demand. 

It’s why, she said, it is vital that 
there is an organization that can ar-
range expos like these – to inform 
newcomers and provide ongoing 
training to veteran teams. 

“There simply isn’t enough teams,” 
Burns said. “And that’s what TAC is 
all about. It’s there to serve the needs 
that are growing exponentially in our 
community.”

Denise and Mark Umphress, who 
live in Oakleaf, attended the expo 

Dogs
from page 3

Mark and Denise Umphress carress their dogs, Cleo and Buddha. 

last year to gather more informa-
tion about how they could go about 
volunteering with their two dogs, 
Buddha and Cleo. 

The couple registered both their 
dogs as therapy dogs in under a year 
after attending the expo. 

Early on, the two knew their Lab-
rador Retrievers had a knack for ther-
apy work. She recalls one instance 
where Cleo pulled on her leash to get 
to a veteran who no longer had legs.

“She jumped up in the man’s lap, 
in his wheelchair, I was horrified, I 
said ‘I’m so sorry,” Denise said. “He 
said ‘no, no, please let her stay,’ and 
he was crying. She knows who needs 
her. The man’s wife came out and 
said ‘he has not showed any emotion 
since he came back from war.”

Cleo just qualified to soothe pa-
tients at Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 
Buddha is adept at calming children 
who live with autism. Mark said it’s 
important for a therapy dog to have 
no reaction if they’re touched any-
where on their body, no matter how 
hard. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Kathy Burns
(904) 707-0218
kburns@therapyanimalcoalition.org
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No Appointment Needed ~ Just Walk In
• In-network provider for many health insurance plans

• Common Illnesses/Physical • X-ray/EKG/IVs/Labs on site
• Medications dispensed on site • MVA/Workman’s Comp

Hormone Replacement • Testosterone Therapy • Now Offering Allergy Testing/Immunotherapy

We also offer the latest advancements in cosmetics with Obagi Skin Care System

Your health is 
our priority! 

URGENT  
CARE

State-of-the-Art 
Facility Julington 

Creek
1633 Racetrack Rd. #101

Jacksonville, FL 32259

Oakleaf Plantation 
Town Center

9580 Applecross Rd. #106
Jacksonville, FL 32222

M-F 8-8, Sat-Sun 8-5 (904) 778-9180

JTA will also be installing a vastly 
superior drainage system, and, in 
partnership with JEA, the project will 
also include utility upgrades. With 
the JTA Mobility Works program, 
the organization is using its lengthy 
construction times as opportunities 
for JEA to come in when things are 
already dismantled to upgrade elec-
tric power infrastructure and improve 
hookups in neighborhoods bordering 
the new road project.

With bids coming through earlier 
this year, the project was awarded to 
J.B. Coxwell Contracting in June and 
will cost the city of Jacksonville about 
$19.8 million. This will be paid for 
mostly through a voter-approved gas 
tax enacted in Duval County. 

“This was part of the Better Jack-
sonville plan, but it fell off the shelf, 
we didn’t have the money,” said Jim 
Love Jacksonville District 14 city 
council member. “Well, we found the 
money.”

Ford also announced at the 
groundbreaking that JTA would be 
adding a new stoplight along Collins 
Road as part of the road widening 
project. 

“[Residents] have expressed their 
concerns, and we’ve listened,” Ford 
said. The light would be located 
at the intersection of Collins and 
Westport Roads, something that was 
requested by motorists who have had 
trouble with traffic preventing them 
from getting off Westport during rush 
hour. The new road will also serve 
as a quicker route for Clay County 
Oakleaf residents who prefer staying 
off Blanding Boulevard.

Collins 
from page 1

“This was part of the Better 
Jacksonville plan, but it fell off the 
shelf, we didn’t have the money.  
“Well, we found the money.”
– Jim Love, District 14, Jacksonville 

City Council member
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Coalition needs more 
reading volunteers

ORANGE PARK – The start of a 
new school year means it’s time to 
read to children enrolled in reading 
and literacy programs with the Early 
Learning Coalition of North Florida, 
which needs more volunteer readers.

Managed by the Coalition, volun-
teers are screened and trained before 
setting foot in the classroom. There 
are three kinds of ways to volunteer 
for the Coalition. The Coalition pro-
vides weekly volunteers who read for 
30 minutes to an hour to groups of 
three-to-five year olds in daycares and 
preschools. Volunteers also provide 
literacy outreach in monthly literacy-
themed programs. Volunteers may 
participate in one or both programs. 

Themed monthly outreach pro-
grams are based on either popular 
children’s books such as “Pete the 
Cat” and “Clifford” or themes that 
follow the school’s curriculum such 
as the ocean, jungle, senses or arts. 
Volunteers assist with storytelling 
and leading activities, often donning 
costumes or props to enhance the 
stories. Each child also receives a free 
book which is reflective of the theme. 

The ELC has a well-stocked lend-
ing library with books and literacy 
materials for the volunteers to check 
out and use. Weekly readers are also 
able to create relationships with the 
children through their consistent ap-
pearances. 

“Our volunteers are that extra-

special person coming in to see them 
each week who exposes our pre-
schoolers to new books and shares 
their love of reading,” said Joan 
Whitson, ELC early literacy coordina-
tor. “The school staff has told me the 
children look forward to greeting the 
readers and go right to them when 
they arrive.”

Early literacy is key to brain and 
developmental growth, according to 
Whitson. 

“Studies show that the best op-
portunity to influence our children’s 
lifetime learning is before kindergar-
ten when their most rapid period of 
brain growth occurs,” Whitson said. 
“Reading to children early sets the 
groundwork for their future ability to 
read and learn. We are so grateful for 
our volunteers who make this impact 
for our children and future.”

The ELC of North Florida is seek-
ing more volunteers to join this 
wonderful program. There will be a 
kick off informational meeting Sept. 
21 from 10 a.m.-noon at our Clay 
County office located at 1845 Town 
Center Blvd., Ste. 150 (inside the 
Career Source building). To register 
or for more information to become a 
weekly volunteer or literacy outreach 
volunteer please contact Sandi Dun-
navant with the ELC of North Florida 
at (904) 213-3999 and at sdunnavant@
elcnorthflorida.org.

Clay County reading volunteer Ken Prest is reading “Pete the Cat and His Magic Sunglasses” to 
students at O.P. K. preschool in Orange Park.

Storm surge floods 
historic riverfront homes
By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK — The unimagi-
nable happened last week for 35 
families along the St. Johns River.

As Orange Park firefighters 
rescued residents trapped in two 
condominiums on Club Continental 
using ladders and a 14-foot Jon Boat 
last Monday, the crashing waves of 
the St. Johns River river scooped out 
the foundation of their homes.

A three-and-a-half-foot storm 
surge combined with four-foot 
waves and torrential rainfall from 
Hurricane Irma caused the St. Johns 
River to rise more than eight feet 
and breach the bulkhead on the 
property. Rescuers navigated roads 
that had turned into lakes, dodged 
the tops of stop signs and avoided 
the roofs of cars submerged by the 
storm surge from Hurricane Irma. 

Residents of River Oak and The 
Villas Continental who were either 
rescued or had evacuated Sept. 10 
and Sept. 11 would make their way 
back to their homes only to learn 
that their buildings were unstable. 

Orange Park Fire Chief Al Barker 
said two buildings at River Oak, 
2099 Winterbourne, and the Villas 
Continental at 2223 Astor St. have 
been rendered hazardous until resi-
dents hire a structural engineer to 
assess damages. In total, 24 condo 
units in River Oaks and upwards 
of 16 units at the Villas Continental 
have been labeled uninhabitable.

“It wasn’t safe,” Barker said. “Be-
cause of the damage we saw wash 
out of there, we were concerned 
about the buildings themselves not 
being structurally safe and had [Clay 
Electric] turn the power off.”

Floodwaters rose above and dam-
aged the bulkhead protecting the 
buildings. When Barker was assess-
ing the foundational damage to the 
buildings, he said he still could not 
even see the bulkhead, which sat 
submerged in the St. Johns River. 

Power lines in the floodwaters 
halted Barker and other rescuers 
until utility companies could shut 
down the power to lessen the risk 
of electrocution.

“I couldn’t even tell you how 
many [evacuations] we did,” Barker 
said. “We evacuated 24 units out of 
the Winterbourne address and the 
others we did multiple, I can’t even 
tell you how many there were.” 

Doug and Paula Shepherd evacu-
ated to a hotel near the Jacksonville 
Airport on Sept. 10, which was  the 

only hotel available at the time. 
When power went out at their 

hotel, they decided they would trek 
back to their condo to assess the 
damage. 

Doug, who lives in a second floor 
condo in River Oak, said erosion 
damage caused a first level home’s 
floor and patio to collapse and 
caused a wall to crack. 

He said residents have hired a 
structural engineer and a general 
contractor through their Condo 
Owner’s Association. Insurance 
adjustors are also assessing the dam-
age to the buildings.

“It’s 24 families displaced,” Doug 
said. “We want to get everybody 
back in as quickly as possible.” 

In the future, “I’ll see a better, 
stronger building that’s going to 
hold up,” Doug said. “I can’t tell you 
how strong it’s going to be, but our 
hope is to make it a bit stronger 
and make our bulkhead a bit more 
robust and take a lot more than it 
did this time around. We’re not plan-
ning on leaving, let’s put it that way. 
We’re staying here.”

Record flooding from storm 
surge caused by Hurricane Irma also 
damaged homes along Doctors Lake 
Drive on Dogwood Lane and other 
roads according to Barker. Assistant 
Town Manager and Town Clerk 
Sarah Campbell said five homes in 
total had damage from falling trees 
and others had flooding damage.

Flooding also infiltrated the 
town’s public works headquarters 
on Ash Street.

“Employees woke up and put 
their feet in eight inches of water,” 
Campbell said. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ORANGE PARK TOWN MANAGER JIM HANSON

Orange Park Fire Department employees 
rescue two residents from The Villas 
Continental on Sept. 11 after Hurricane Irma 
and storm surge caused the St. Johns River 
to flood condominiums on the north side of 
the Club Continental property. 
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surpluses into shortfalls as munici-
palities expect the financial worst. 

Orange Park officials estimate 
that in the town alone damages 
could range between $350,000 and 
$500,000.

The town has already nearly spent 
as much in emergency spending and 
payroll alone than it did cleaning up 
after last year’s Hurricane Matthew. 

Despite being prodded by Scott 
Orange Park Mayor Scott Land did 
not ask for state help for any restora-
tion project. Scott said because this is 
his seventh and final year as gover-
nor, this would be the perfect time 
to ask.  Other municipalities gladly 
accepted the offer to let the governor 
know their troubles. Penney Farms 
Mayor Adrian Andrews said their 
infamous oak tree canopy along State 
Road 16 was felled in the storm and 
fallen limbs have caused the commu-
nity to open its wallet more than it 
would like. 

Green Cove Springs Mayor Mitch 
Timberlake said the city’s primary 
concern was telephone companies. 

“Green Cove has fared well, we 
are right at 100 percent restoration 
and power, utility services…The one 
area we could use some help is that 
we are getting tremendous pushback 
from the cable companies and the 

telephone companies to take care of 
their downed cables…It’s dangerous, 
it’s a public health hazard,” Timber-
lake said. 

Clay County Commissioner Gavin 
Rollins expressed concern about 
the closure of the County Road 218 
Bridge. Bridge inspector divers un-
covered “potential safety issues” with 
the bridge and closed it as a matter of 
caution. 

County Manager Stephanie Ko-
pelousos said the bridge sustained 
scour damage from the flooding 
along Black Creek during Hurricane 

Irma and was among the hardest hit 
part of the county. 

Bridge scour occurs when fast 
moving water lifts sediment layers 
from bridge abutments. Bridge scour 
can scoop out holes near bridge sup-
port columns and compromise the 
integrity of the structure.

Although it is not clear when a 
fix will arrive, current traffic should 
instead travel to State Road 16 to 
Blanding Boulevard to reach their 
destinations. John Ward, Clay County 
director of Emergency Management, 
said a big concern is ensuring resi-

dents have access to the all of the 
help the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency can provide.

Scott said 90 percent of Florid-
ians who have signed up for benefits 
through FEMA have done so online, 
but said more FEMA representa-
tives need to have their boots on the 
ground throughout the state. 

Although not asked during the dis-
cussion, all county governments and 
municipalities in the state suffer from 
the same reality – they are spending 
dollars for Hurricane Irma restoration 
while FEMA has yet to reimburse gov-
ernments for the money they spent 
cleaning up last October’s Hurricane 
Matthew. 

Scott said last Wednesday, after 
a tour along Black Creek, that he 
would reach out to FEMA administra-
tors to see how to best expedite the 
reimbursement process.

“I talked to the administrator of 
FEMA about this last week,” Scott 
said. “They can do advance pay-
ments…What they’ve said to me is 
that they’ll work with counties or 
cities, whoever, to do advance pay-
ments.”

If the county receives an advance 
payment and is later denied through 
the normal reimbursement process, 
Scott said, then the county will need 
to repay the money received. “All of 
us have a lot of work to do,” Scott 
said. 

Irma 
from page 1

Florida Gov. Rick Scott, third from left, discussed Hurricane Irma restoration efforts Sept. 19 in the 
Orange Park Town Council chambers. 

his role has to be aware of the past 
while looking to the future. 

“We want to be better prepared,” 
Fossa said. “I think in the past the 
way we’ve been doing things is mov-
ing portables around, that’s been 
sort of our way of doing things, and 
I think we want to get away from 
being in the business of moving 
portables. We want to have more of 
a permanent fixture in some areas. 
It’s a better way of doing business I 
think.”

Fossa tracks state, federal and 
local housing development plans to 
guide him in decision making. For 
example, Green Cove Springs and 
Lake Asbury are expected to explode 
in population over the decade. This 
increase in density will require new 
schools be built. 

The boom is expected in part from 
the construction of the First Coast 
Expressway. However, before the Feb-
ruary announcement that the district 
would build a new school in Oakleaf, 
named Elementary School ‘Y,’ it had 
been 10 years since the district had 
built a new school. 

Currently, Fossa said, Clay County 
boasts the dubious title as having the 
fourth highest number of portable 
classrooms in the state. Clay currently 
operates 942 portables of which 780 
are more than 20 years old.

‘School Y’ is proposed to meet the 
current needs for growth in the area 
without the need for portables. Fossa 
said proper planning helps insure 
that, as the county grows, it can do so 
without as much future reliance on 
portable classrooms. 

His school district job requires 
Fossa to sit on county government’s 
Development Review Committee 
where he gets to see neighborhoods 
when they are mere ideas on a piece 
of paper. The district uses a projec-
tion formula that supposes there will 
be 23 children per 100 homes built. 

The formula allows the district to 
plan more accurately when the need 
for a new school will present itself.

The district is currently examin-
ing properties for school construction 
on Tynes Boulevard and another on 
Magnolia West that he expects will be 
hotspots of growth within the next 
seven years.

“His role is critical in the plan-
ning aspect and making sure that 
we’re looking at the right properties,” 
said Michael Kemp, assistant super-
intendent of operations for the Clay 
County School District. “Picking a 
property, it’s not like throwing a dart 
at a map. It’s not a guess.”

“It’s about making sure our 
schools stay as balanced as we can…
as schools start getting more students 
we start addressing them as needed,” 
Kemp said. 

When those properties are identi-
fied and the area matures to meet the 
need of a new school, Fossa’s work 
truly begins. 

To build a school, the district must 
first prove a need exists in the com-
munity. Fossa acts as the emissary 
in this conversation. The state will 
want what’s known as a spot study, a 
report with data that proves there is 
capacity based on population projec-

tions and a throng of other data sets. 
For example, if an area expected 

a growth of 1,000 housing units, the 
school district can assume that there 
will be 26 children per 100 homes. 
In this example, the officials could 
expect an additional 260 students. 

Using that data, and other pro-
jections like it, the district can help 
make its case to the state that a new 
school is needed. 

Fossa calls the process “legal 
gymnastics” that help ensure school 
boards are good stewards of taxpayer 
money. 

But there are times when expec-
tations don’t meet up to reality. For 
example, Shadowlawn Elementary 
was built on County Road 218 with 
the expectation that housing develop-
ments would pop up around it. 

The Great Recession hit shortly 
thereafter, and those developments 
never came. With the recovery of the 
economy has come the resurgence 
of possibility that the school will be 
more utilized.

With an average of 67 new home-
building permits being issued per 
month, the school district is more 
vigilant than it has been in 10 years 
in terms of watching out for the need 
to build new schools.

Eye
from page 2
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PATIO FURNITURE

www.palmcasual.com

650 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 579-3455

11323 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246
(904) 641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-6 • Closed Sunday

Buy at the FACTORY and SAVE!

The #1 Manufacturer of Patio Furniture in Florida Since 1979

Palm Casual’s Money 
Back Guarantee

If you can fi nd a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices • Family Owned & Operated

Choosefrom

300Fabrics!1 weekdelivery!

Wicker,

Aluminum & Cast
Up To

40% Off
sugg. retail

Askabout ourLIFETIMESERVICE!

Now Open!

visit www.canterfi eldofclaycounty.comassisted living 
license #AL13006

Follow us
on facebook

  Canterfield of Clay County
An Independent and Assisted Living Community

Independent Living  •  Assisted Living
Memory Care 

Independence. Well-Being. Peace of Mind.

•  Th ree Chef-prepared Meals 
Daily

•  Restaurant-style Dining
•  Scheduled Transportation
•  Organized Activities

•  Barber / Beauty Salon
•  Arts & Craft  Room
• Movie Th eater
• Fitness Center
• Laundry Service

• Licensed Nurses 24/7
• Housekeeping
• Pet-friendly
• Library
• WiFi

Canterfi eld of Clay County 
(904) 295-6652
1611 Winners Circle
at 3223 Old Jennings Road 
Middleburg, FL 32068

Public EventComplimentary

 “Caring for the Caregiver”
Jason Runyon, ARNP

Th ursday, Oct. 19th • 5:30 p.m.
Dinner & Discussion

Reservations Required
(904) 203-6100

1530 BUSINESS CENTER DR. SUITE 1 
FLEMING ISLAND • 904-215-4221

9640 CROSSHILL BLVD., SUITE 101 
JACKSONVILLE • 904-404-4444

Offering a range of 
treatment options, 
from interceptive 
to comprehensive 

orthodontics. 

www.dentistry-4-children.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN THE 

DENTAL CARE 
OF BABIES, 
CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND 
PATIENTS 

WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS.

Kevin W. O’Shaughnessy, DMD, MS
Karen Koehler Zell, DDS, MS
Orthodontists • 904-404-4445

904-404-4444

Imagine kids’ dentist’s 
appointments that are fun.
WE offer them all day long!



Sports
District 3-7A*

Sept. 29: @ 7A Fleming Island*
Oct. 13: 4A Raines 

Oct. 20: 7A Buchholz*
Oct. 27: @ 7A Creekside* 
Nov. 3: 6A Vanguard

OAKLEAF FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Oakleaf High volleyball 
continued it’s astounding ascension 
to the ranks of teams to be reckoned 
with after placing second over the 
Hurricane Irma transition at the River 
City Classic Tournament held Sept. 
15-16 at the JJVA Headquarters in 
Jacksonville. 

The Lady Knights, after losing a 
three game match to district 4-8A foe 
Fleming Island before the Irma hia-
tus, rebounded with wins over Pedro 
Menendez, Effingham (GA), Univer-
sity Christian and Stanton Prep to get 
the runnerup trophy at the River City 
Classic. The Knights faced off and 
lost the decidiing third set 15-13 to 
Menendez in the championship game 
after beating Menendez in the first 
round o of play 20-25, 25-13, 15-13. 

“Words cannot describe the hap-
piness I have with these girls right 
now!,” said Meyer, who coaches 

alongside assistant Scott Conklin. 
“They fought this weekend harder 
than I’ve ever seen them fight.”

Oakleaf, now 10-3 overall and in 

their best-ever season start since the 
school opened, got the champion-
ship match in a second faceoff with 
Menendez, a strong candidate to win 
the district 5-6A title with Clay and 
Ponte Vedra also putting 5-6A as one 
of the strongest districts in north 
Florida. 

“This team has what it takes to be 
successful and that was proven this 
weekend, especially after not hav-
ing practiced for a whole week,” said 
Meyer.

Oakleaf’s schedule has district 
4-8A leader Bartram Trail on Mon., 
Sept 18 after their September 12 
match was postponed by Hurricane 
Irma. 

Prior to Hurricane Irma, Bartram 
Trail led district 4-8A with Buch-
holz, Fleming Island, Creekside and 
Oakleaf filling out the roster with 
Bartram Trail and Buchholz both 2-0 
in district games. Fleming Island was 
2-2. Oakleaf and Creekside 0-2. 

Oakleaf High’s volleyball team, coached by Jennifer Meyer and Scott Conklin, show off second place trophy from River City Classic 
Tournament held recently in Jacksonville. 

Knights continue historic season

Oakleaf High libero Andrea Merced is a 
veteran on the back line able to find her net 
hitters for scoring shots. 

Clay County 
grads face off 
in college ball

Liberty U. 42, Indiana State 41

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

LYNCHBURG, Va.– Indiana State 
University football went nearly 
shot-for-shot with Liberty Univer-
sity with the Sycamores falling a 
point short, 42-41 in the Saturday 
clash between a former Oakleaf 
High wideout and a former Clay 
High defensive back.

Oakleaf High graduate Rontrez 
Morgan, a mean and lean wide 
receiver for the Knights under 
coaches Derek Chipoletti and 
Steven Reynolds, handled the ball 
in three different positions for the 
Sycamores of Indiana State, now 
0-3.

In the final drive of the night, 
Morgan, a true freshman, was 
instrumental in putting his Indi-
ana State offense in position for 
a game-winning field goal with a 
25 yard pass play to the Liberty 
six, but the field goal attempt was 
blocked by Liberty. 

For the Liberty defense, senior 
defensive back Jeremy Peters, a 
Clay High graduate, was in charge 
of the patroling the secondary for 
the Glames (3-0). Peters would 

Oakleaf High graduate Rontrez Morgan, a 
freshman, had his top day for Indiana State 
University in a 42-41 thriller won by Liberty 
University. 

SEE COLLEGE, 15
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By Mike Zima
The Oakleaf 

OAKLEAF – Strong showings by the 
defense and special teams were not 
enough for Oakleaf, as the Knights 
fell to 1-2 on the season with a 13-12 
non-district loss to visiting 4A-Glades 
Central Sept. 1 here. 

Due to Hurricane Irma, Oakleaf’s 
schedule game with district leader 
Bartram Trail is now postponed to 
Oct. 6. Oakleaf next plays Friday, 
Sept. 22 at 5A-Clay High School. 

Against Glades, the Oakleaf de-
fense forced three turnovers, two of 
which led to field goals, and held 
the visitors scoreless over the final 
two quarters. In the second quarter, 
cornerback Tristan Brown stepped 
in front of a quick hitch pattern, 
intercepted a throw by the Raiders’ 
Jaeze Tracey and returned the ball 55 
yards to the Raiders’ 20 yard line. The 
interception was Brown’s second in 
three games. The Knights mustered 
only five yards in three plays after 
the pick, settling for a 27 yard field 
by Mason McKenney. McKenney was 
wide left on his first attempt, but an 
offsides penalty against Glades Cen-
tral gave him a second chance.

Oakleaf safety Demonte’ Stephens 
intercepted Tracey at the Glades 
Central 38 yard line with less than 
a minute remaining before halftime. 
A 32-yard bomb from Tre Simmons 
to Jakari Williams brought the ball 
to the six, and McKenney connected 
from there as the clock expired to cut 
the Knights’ deficit to 13-12.

Oakleaf’s special teams forced 

another turnover, blocked an extra 
point attempt, converted both field 
goal attempts and scored a touch-
down. 

On the kickoff following Tracey’s 
second touchdown pass of the game, 
Keshawn King gathered the ball in at 
the 13 yard line, ran toward a wall of 
blockers to his right, shot through a 
crease, made two Raiders miss tack-
les, weaved his way back to the left 
sideline and outran the kicker to the 
end zone. King had returned a kick-
off for a touchdown the week before 
at Orange Park.

Yet, the plays made on defense 
and on special teams were not 
enough to offset an offense that 
simply could not move the ball on 
the ground or through the air against 
their Class 4A opponents from Belle 
Glade. 

“Both teams played great defense. 
And we played excellent special 
teams,” said Oakleaf head coach Steve 
Reynolds. “We just can’t turn the ball 
over twice.”

One of Oakleaf’s two turnovers 
was a turning point. In a game that 
became a defensive struggle after 
some early fireworks, Stephens gave 
the Knights a golden opportunity to 
take the lead when he recovered a 
muffed punt at the Raiders’ 14 yard 
line in the waning moments of the 
third quarter. But three plays later, 
Central defensive tackle Milton Rho-
den stood King up, stripped him of 
the ball and recovered the fumble to 
preserve the visitors’ lead.

As impressive as the Knights’ de-
fense was, Glades Central’s was even 

Knights lose second game 
to Central Florida Glades  

Oakleaf High wide receiver Jakari Williams pulls in sideline pass ahead of two Glades Central 
defenders.

Oakleaf High linebacker Dexter Moore chases Glades Central ball carrier.

better. The Raiders limited Oakleaf 
to just 18 yards of total offense and 
four first downs. King, who entered 
Friday’s context averaging 143.5 rush-
ing yards per game, gained only 37 
yards rushing—28 on one play—on 
16 carries. The Raiders played seven 
men within three yards of the line 
of scrimmage, and frequently there 
were two white shirts with a hold of 
King’s jersey as he took a hand-off. 
Led by linebacker Maceo McClain, 
who had two sacks and two tackles 
for loss, the Raiders sacked Simmons 
five times for losses totaling 70 yards. 
Harassed virtually every time he 
dropped back to pass, the freshman 
completed only four of 17 throws, 
with one interception.

McClain squelched the Knights’ 
final legitimate chance to rally. On a 
third down from the Knights’ 33 yard 
line with 2:33 remaining, the rangy 
linebacker blitzed from the left side 
and hit Simmons in the chest, forcing 
a fumble that was recovered after a 
mad scramble by the Knights at their 
own 4 yard line.

“We have played with five dif-
ferent guys [on the offensive line] 
each week, so that is on me and the 
coaching staff,” said Reynolds on his 
offensive line’s struggles. “They have 
got some talent, and I think they will 
jell.”

The game did not have the mak-
ings of a defensive struggle at the 
outset. It took the Raiders just four 
plays to travel 58 yards for a score 
on their opening possession. On 
first play, Tracey found fellow junior 
Kamare Stephens up the right side-
line for a 47 yard gain. Three plays 
later, the Raiders scored when Tracey 
hit Odieu Hilaire in the end zone 
from four yards out. Oakleaf blocked 
the extra point attempt after the first 
score.

Tracey, who was the offensive star 
of the game, hooked up with Kamare 
Stephens on a slant pattern for a 40 
yard score early in the second quar-
ter. Tracey finished with 17 comple-
tions in 33 attempts for 267 yards. 
Stephens led all receivers with five 
catches for 120 yards.

“We still have every chance to win 
our district,” said Steve Reynolds. 
“The big part is controlling what we 
can control—attitude and effort.” 

After a bye week, the Knights 
return to action September 15 when 
they host Bartram Trail in a District 
3-7A game.

Oakleaf High School Principal Treasure Pickett 
shares celebration with state track triple 
jump champion Melvin Briley during halftime 
ceremony. Pickett also presented state champ 
rings to the Oakleaf High softball team. 
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finish with six tackles against Indi-
ana State; two for loss and one pass 
breakup. 

“Maybe once or twice did I get 
with Rontrez one on one,” said Peters. 
“They do a lot of motions and shifts 
throughout the game. I got to talk to 
him after the game.”

In Liberty’s second game of the 
season, a 58-17 win over Morehead 
State, Peters had four tackles and two 
pass breakups. 

In Liberty’s season opening upset 
of 48-45 over Baylor, Peters had 
seven tackles with two pass breakups 
including a pass breakup in Baylor’s 
final drive of the game. 

“I feel like we are closer as a team 
that in previous years,” said Peters. 
“I had the final breakup of the game, 
but we just executed the whole 
game.”

Against Liberty, Morgan had three 
kick returns for 68 yards with a 30 
yarder the longest of the day. Morgan 
also caught two passes for 26 yards 
with a 25 yarder the highlight for 
that stat. And, finally, Morgan carried 
three times for two yards as a slot 
back with a four yarder the best of 
the carries. 

In the first quarter, Morgan got 
caught in the backfield for a one yard 
loss.

With 11:35 left in the first, Morgan 
returned a Liberty kickoff 26 yards 
from the Sycamore goal line with the 
score tied at 7-7. 

As the second quarter started, with 
Liberty up 14-7, Morgan had a four 
yard run on a second and eight situ-
ation. 

Indiana State took a brief lead of 
31-28 in the third period, but Liberty 
answered quickly to regain the lead 

at 35-31 with 11:31 left in the third 
period. Morgan returned the ensuing 
Liberty kickoff 12 yards to the Syca-
more 12, but Indiana State could only 
get to their own 18 before a punt.

In the final drive of the game, 
Morgan caught a 25 yard pass to the 
Liberty six yard line with 16 seconds 
left in the game, but the field goal 
attempt by Indiana State was blocked 
to end the game at 42-41. 

Indiana State lost 22-20 to East-
ern Illinois in their season opener 
and 42-7 to Tennessee in game two. 
Morgan had one rush for two yards 
against Eastern Illinois and two rush-
es for three yards against Tennessee. 

Also on the Indiana State roster 
is Khalif Copeland, an Oakleaf High 
graduate defensive back, who is a 
redshirted freshman.

College
from page 13

Clay High graduate Jeremy Peters, right, 
reaches for Indiana State ball carrier in Liberty 
University’s 42-41 Sept. 16 win. Peters is a senior 
defensive back for Liberty.

Oakleaf High graduate Rontrez Morgan, now a freshman at Indiana State, exploded for yardage 
on the ground, through the air and on kick returners to play a major role in a 42-41 loss to Liberty 
University on Sept. 16. 

Special to The Oakleaf 

KALAMAZOO, Mich. –  Idaho led 
28-19 entering the fourth quarter, 
but Western Michigan scored 18 
unanswered points to claim a 37-28 
victory Saturday, at Waldo Stadium. 
The Vandals (1-2) committed three 
turnovers, which the Broncos (1-2) 
turned into 13 points.

“I thought we were way better 
for three quarters, but we have to 
find a way to win that game in the 
fourth quarter,” said head coach 
Paul Petrino. “The first three quar-
ters was by far the best football 
we’ve played, but it doesn’t mean 
anything if you don’t finish it off in 
the fourth quarter.”

Idahol running back Aaron 
Duckworth, an Oakleaf High School 
graduate, led the way on the ground 
for the Vandals with 97 yards on 13 
carries. Duckworth ripped off a ca-
reer-long 74-yard run in the second 
quarter. It was the longest by a Van-
dal since 2011 and the 18th longest 
in program history. He also caught a 
60-yard pass in the first quarter that 
set up Idaho’s first score. Last week,  
Idaho football suffered a 44-16 loss 
Saturday, against UNLV. The loss 
snapped a six-game winning streak, 
dating back to last season.

 UNLV broke things open early 
in the third quarter, scoring on a 

60-yard run by Lexington Thomas to 
go up 17-3.  The Rebels (1-1) later 
scored on plays of 62 and 94 yards. 
They rushed for 357 yards as a 
team, led by Thomas’ 190 and three 
touchdowns.

Duckworth had 82 yards rush-
ing on 18 carries with a 12-yarder 
his longest of the night. Duckworth 
also caught one pass for 36 yards 
from the Idaho 17 to the UNLV 47 
that led to a one yard score for 
Duckworth that put the game at 27-
10 for UNLV. 

Idaho opens Sun Belt play next 
week, with a game at South Ala-
bama. Kickoff is slated for 1 p.m. 
CT/11 a.m. PT and the game will be 
available on ESPN3.

Area players at South Alabama 
include defensive tackle Sean 
Grayer, a Clay High graduate and a 
former Clay Today defensive player 
of the year; Tyler Grimsley, an of-
fensive lineman from Clay who 
transferred to South Alabama after 
committing to University of Miami 
and Oakleaf High graduate Nelson 
Santiago, an offensive lineman. 
Coaching for the South Alabama 
offense is former Middleburg High 
standout Richard Owens, an NFL 
tight end for multiple teams. Ow-
ens is in his third year with South 
Alabama after five years in the NFL 
followed four years at Louisville.  

Local alums: University of Idaho

Vandals fall in 18 
point fourth quarter

PHOTO COURTESY IDAHO ATHLETICS

Oakleaf High graduate Aaron Duckworth is top ball carrier for University of Idaho Vandals 
football team. Vandals are now 1-2 with an away game at the University of South Alabama on 
Sept. 23.
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Fleming Island Center for Clinical Research 
1689 Eagle Harbor Parkway East 
Fleming Island, Florida 32003
904-474-4159

Cardiovascular
Disease

Research Study

 

90 Day 
LOW PRICE 

GUARANTEE
EXTENDED 

WARRANTY

All Major Brands
New & Refurbished
• Simplicity
• Oreck
• Dyson
• Kirby
• Hoover
• Kenmore
And More!

Blanding & College Blvd.,
across from Walmart

Mon-Fri  9AM-6PM
Saturday 9AM-4PM

We Repair ALL Makes & Models • FREE Estimates

VACUUM CLINICTim’s

278-8300 | 920 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

VOTED BEST VACUUM STORE
In Clay County by Customers!

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf
With UWGAthletics.com

CARROLLTON, Ga. – It was a good 
night at University Field for head 
coach Stacey Balaam and the Wolves 
soccer team as UWG defeated Union 
1-0 in both team’s Gulf South Confer-
ence opener, giving Balaam her first 
career win as a head coach.

It was a pair of freshmen who 
stood out on the pitch on Sept. 8 as 
Nikki Conte’s 75th minute goal was 
the difference offensively. Goalkeeper 
Jackie Donaldson made six saves on 
her way to her first career clean sheet 
in just her second collegiate start.

“Nikki Conte made an impact 
coming off the bench the other night 
to rescue the game and score the 

winning goal for us to win our first 
conference game of the season,” 
said Balaam, after the Oakleaf High 
School graduate scored her first goal, 
a 75th minute game winner, for West 
Georgia. 

Conte has played in the Wolves 
first three games with the game win-
ner against Union off three shots on 
goal, her first college score. Conte has 
game playing minutes of 46 in 3-2 
loss to University of North Georgia 
on Sept. 6, 11 in 1-0 win over Union 
University (Tenn.) on Sept. 8 and 33 
minutes in 2-1 loss to Christian Broth-
ers on September 10. West Georgia 
will travel to Valdosta State on Oct. 15 
for a 1 p.m. contest. 

“Nikki has a lot of talent and can 
be a good attacking threat for us,” 
said Ballam. “She is very technical 

University of West Georgia women’s soccer

OHS’ Conte first 
goal a game winner

PHOTO COURTESY OF UWG ATHLETICS

Oakleaf High graduate Nikki Conte celebrates with teammate after scoring game winner for her 
first college goal in West Georgia’s 1-0 win over Balaam College Sept. 8. 

and I am sure will contribute  either 
by scoring or assisting many more 
goals for us this season.”

The Wolves’ offense was attacking 
all game long, rattling off 19 shots 
and putting 12 on target, forcing 
Union’s Kristen Francis to make 11 
saves on the night. The one shot 
Francis couldn’t save came in the 
75th minute as junior Rachael Lane 
sent a cross in that found Nikki 
Conte, who buried it into the net for 
her first career goal and a game win-
ner for the Wolves.

Conte, who came off the bench, 
provided the extra spark that got the 
Wolves into the win column, all part 
of Stacey Balaam’s plan.

“We knew we would probably run 
out of some legs today, which we 
were relying heavily on the bench 
to make an impact,” said Balaam. 

“You know Nikki came off the bench 
today, and immediately first touch got 
a goal for us, which was the winning 
goal,” she added.

With the win, West Georgia gets 
their first victory of the season, im-
proving their record to 1-1 with a 1-0 
mark early in GSC play. Union falls to 
1-1 and starts off conference action 
at 0-1.

West Georgia remains home for 
the weekend, hosting Christian Broth-
ers on Sunday afternoon.

“We’ve got a quick turnaround 
with Christian Brothers and they’re 
going to be a hard team to play 
against and they always are,” Balaam 
said after the win.

Sunday’s game is set for a 12 noon 
kickoff from University Field.
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Patton part of 
historic Eagles’ soccer

Florida Gulf Coast University 
women’s soccer

By Matt Fischer
FGCUAthletics.com

TUCSON, ARIZONA. – A tremendous 
effort in net from goalie Melissa Weck 
along with an opportunistic strike 
from Varin Ness gave Florida Gulf 
Coast University’s womens soccer 
team a 1-0 victory over Arizona Fri., 
Sept. 8. 

Weck’s 10 
saves and Ness’ 
goal helped FGCU 
defeat Arizona, 
to fuel only the 
fourth time in 
program history 
that the Eagles 
have beaten a 
Power 5 school. 

Oakleaf High 
graduate Lindsey 
Patton nearly scored a second goal 
for Gulf Coast in the 69th minute as 
she almost scored off a header on a 
set play.  

In wet and rainy conditions, the 
Eagles (6-2) earned yet another win 
over a Power 5 program and their 
second overall against the Wildcats 
(1-2-2) to extend their winning streak 
to five matches despite, on Sun., Sept 
10, losing to Arizona State 2-1.

“This is a phenomenal result and 
a testament for how well our kids 
battled,” said head coach Jim Blan-
kenship, who coached FGCU to a win 
over a Power 5 program for the fifth-
straight season. “Weck was absolutely 
fabulous as always and led a bend-
don’t-break defense. These kids were 
outstanding defensively today. I’m 
just really proud of the kids’ effort 
and this is a great result against a re-
ally good team. This is a great win for 
the program.”

FGCU’s last Power 5 victory came 
over Miami last season. 

Patton, in eight games, has two 
goals, one assist and three two shots 
on goal. In 2016, Patton earned an A-
Sun conference second team nomina-
tion and was named to the All-Fresh-
men team for the conference with 20 
starts for the Eagles. 

 Lindsey Patton
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2001 Kingsley Ave., Orange Park 644 103rd St., Jacksonville
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OrangeParkMedical.com.
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your 
community, 
your 
world 

A devoted team of caretakers and 
researchers band together to help 
Naledi, an elephant who loses her 
mother, to survive the Botswanan 
wilderness and find her place in  
the herd.  

This new series is a high-stakes 
thriller set in the world of high 
fashion. In post-World War II Paris, 
Paul Sabine’s dresses are a 
sensation — only his shady past 
and an inconvenient corpse block 
his way to success. 

Louisa Durrell and her four willful 
children return for a second season 
acclaimed season chronicling the 
family’s adventures with the 
island’s townspeople, customs and 
wildlife. 

Get the latest news! WJCT’s What's On This Week        
e-newsletter comes to your inbox on Monday 
afternoons, bringing you information on the week's top 
TV and radio programs. Sign up at wjct.org. 

wjct.org / news.wjct.org 

Professor Gates returns for a fourth 
season to explore the mysteries, 
surprises, and revelations hidden in 
the family trees of many popular 
celebrities and public figures. 

Location - 
          9717 103rd Street
   Jacksonville, Florida 32210

         4 miles west of I-295
2 miles east of Branan Field/Chaffee

 

You are invited to come and enjoy an exciting 
time of Contemporary Praise & Worship and 

sharing of God’s Word.Westside
  Family Worship Center
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Cecil Commerce Cntr Pkwy
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Family Life Night  
Adult Bible Study

Refuge Student Ministries
Royal Rangers

Missionettes & Rainbows
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

 Service Schedule

Sunday School - 9am
Morning Worship - 10am

Kidz Church - 10am

Sunday Celebration

“Heart  of Worship” - 5-6pm
1st Sunday each month

904.771.6424 - office
904.771.8031 - fax
westsidefamily.com

October 31st - 6-9pm

Food, Games
Prizes, Rides

Bouce House
Giant Slides

Live Music,
Candy, FUN
FOR ALL!!!!!

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf 

ORANGE PARK – After last week’s 
storm, areas throughout Clay County 
faced power outages and flooded 
homes. Residents sprang into action, 
helping friends and neighbors with 
food and supplies, but there is still 
another group of county residents 
who are in need – pets. 

As flooding caused evacuations 
at animal shelters throughout Clay 
County, and other pets evacuated 
with their owners to avoid flooding 
in their homes, the need for pet care 
and supplies increased. 

Clay Humane, a nonprofit based 
near Orange Park, decided to do 
what it could to gather donations and 
provide free assistance for pet owners 
and others who are fostering pets in 
their home while they wait to return 
to flooded shelters or homes.

“As soon as the disaster happened, 
as soon as [Clay County]Animal Con-
trol flooded, the community immedi-
ately started with an outpouring of 
support, mostly in the form of food 
and supplies,” said Christian Broad-
hurst, Clay Humane’s senior staff 
veterinarian.

Animal clinic 
holds pet food drive

SEE PET, 20
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THE BLOTTER
The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the Clay County Sheriff’s Office’s 
Community Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and generate community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report 
it by calling the CCSO at (904) 264-6512 or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Reserve 911 calls for emergencies only.

Oakleaf burglar nabbed
OAKLEAF – A Jacksonville man 

was arrested following a string of car 
burglaries in the Oakleaf neighbor-
hood early on the morning of Sept. 
19. 

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Javonta Jeffery Graham, 21, 
after he was found in possession of 
multiple stolen items while driving a 
stolen car. 

Police said 
Graham and an 
unnamed passen-
ger engaged in a 
series of car bur-
glaries, centering 
on Thoroughbred 
Drive in Oakleaf 
early that Tuesday 
morning. During 
the burglaries, 
the men stole a few wallets, a purse, 
and about $3 in change. After being 
stopped by deputies who observed 
the men travelling at less than 10 
miles per hour with their lights 
turned off, the stolen items were re-
covered along with about eight grams 
of marijuana. 

Graham was arrested and trans-
ported to the Clay County Jail where 
he faces four felonies, one for grand 
theft auto and three for the car 
burglaries, along with four misde-
meanors, including two for petit theft, 
one for possession of marijuana and 
one for driving on a suspended or 
revoked license. He is being held on 
$155,000 bond and was scheduled to 
appear in court Wednesday morning.

Pedestrian in serious 
condition after crash

MIDDLEBURG – The Florida High-
way Patrol reports that a 17-year-old 
boy was injured seriously during an 
early morning crash on Tynes Boule-
vard near Pine Ridge Parkway.

FHP said Samuel Patterson, 17, of 
Middleburg, was walking eastbound 
in a marked crosswalk on Sept. 18 at 
6:30 a.m. on Tynes Boulevard when 
he was struck by a 2005 Ford Focus 
driven by Priscilla K. Gipson, 28, of 
Middleburg.

FHP said Gipson failed to see 
Patterson when she came upon him. 
Patterson was transported to Orange 
Park Medical Center for treatment, 
while Gipson was treated at the scene 
for minor injuries.

Driver strikes, kills 
pedestrian

JACKSONVILE – The Florida High-
way Patrol reports that an Orange 
Park woman struck and killed a pe-
destrian alongside Interstate 295 on 
Sept. 12 at 8:13 p.m.

Police said Natasha Atkinson, 27, 
of Orange Park was driving south-
bound on I-295 in a 2017 Toyota 
Camry when, according to wit-
nesses, the pedestrian’s dog some-
how jumped out of the car she was 
traveling in. When the pedestrian, 
Sylvia Taylor, 56, of Jacksonville, got 
out of her vehicle to rescue the dog, 
she was struck by the right front of 
Atkinson’s vehicle.

FHP said charges are pending and 
two passengers in Atkinson’s vehicle 
were not injured nor was Atkinson.

Man charged with 
cutting power line

MIDDLEBURG – The Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office arrested a Middleburg 
man on one count of criminal mis-
chief of public utilities after a brief 
investigation.

Police arrested Mark Albert Lamb, 
58, on Sept. 1 at 
11:40 a.m. after 
obtaining a war-
rant for his arrest.

According to 
the warrant, on 
Aug. 30, Lamb 
cut the lines to a 
power pole that 
supplies power 
to a home at 
3822 Main St. in 
Middleburg. Clay 
Electric officials said Lamb and the 
power company have “been involved 
in a dispute…because [Lamb] says the 
pole does not belong on his proper-
ty,” states the warrant. Lamb’s home is 
on an adjacent lot at 3824 Main St.

According to Steven Holling-
sworth, public relations supervisor 
for Clay Electric, the power pole is in 
Lamb’s yard because Clay Electric has 
a utility easement on the property 
“but Mr. Lamb fails to recognize the 
easement.”

Lamb was booked into the Clay 
County Jail, but has since been re-
leased on $7,503 bond.

Javonta Graham

Mark Lamb 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Christian Broadhurst, the senior staff veterinarian at Clay Humane, sorts donated food items 
at the organization’s headquarters near Orange Park. Following Hurricane Irma, Clay Humane 
began accepting donations and offering any donated items to those with pets who were in 
need of some assistance. 

Broadhurst has been helping the 
low-cost shelter evaluate animals 
from area shelters – to see if they 
are healthy enough to be moved 
to another state – as the shelters 
that remained open have exceeded 
capacity. This trend has changed the 
focus of Clay Humane’s food drive.

He said the original intention 
was to gather items and give them 
to Animal Control, but Animal 
Control has managed to move many 
of its animals out of state through 
a collaboration with the Jackson-
ville Humane Society. And it was 
this transfer of pets that caused the 
change in direction for Clay Hu-
mane’s relief work.

“The shelter itself does not have 
a need for all these supplies, but 
a lot of people in the surrounding 
environments do,” Broadhurst said. 
“So now we’re going to turn around 
and return the favor.”

The organization received and 
continues to receive unexpected 
support from the community, result-
ing in a stockpile of food and sup-
plies for every type of pet or animal 
that might live in the county. The 
temporary food bank is open to the 
public, no questions asked, and will 
be continuously available until it 

runs out.
“This is for everyone,” Broadhurst 

said. “If you have had your house 
flooded, if you have lost supplies, 
don’t be too proud to take it.”

The food bank opened Sept. 18 
and will operate weekdays from 9 
a.m. until 5 p.m., and from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. on Saturdays. The clinic 
is also still accepting donations 
to keep the food bank going lon-
ger as efforts to repair homes and 
shelters continue. The shelter can 
be reached at (904) 276-7729. “We 
want to say how proud we are of 
the community for coming together,” 
said Linda Welzant, executive direc-
tor of Clay Humane. 

Broadhurst also mentioned that 
they have received calls from resi-
dents who have found pets wan-
dering around after the storm, and 
encourages those people to foster 
the pets until they can be returned 
to their owners or a shelter. 

“There are now animals that peo-
ple are finding on the road and they 
aren’t able to take them to a shelter, 
so we’re absolutely encouraging 
them ‘Please keep these [animals] in 
your homes,’” Broadhurst said. “And 
if those people need pet supplies to 
help with that, we’re here, come and 
get them.”

Pet
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FAST Internet!
HughesNet Satellite Internet.

High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere.

Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo.

Call for Limited Time Price
1-800-958-6917

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not
Less TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS
Hi-Speed Internet - $14.95/mo
( w h e r e  a v a i l a b l e . ) .  C a l l
1-844-341-2649

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-860-6175 to
start your application today!

Legal Service

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, You
and Your Family may Be Entitled To
A Significant Cash Award. Call
855-839-6761 To Learn More. No
Risk, No Money Out of Pocket

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach
a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL
800-370-4824!

GET YOUR
MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Card Today! For *Cancer, *PTSD,
*HIV, *AIDS, *Parkinson, *Epilep-
sy, *Multiple Sclerosis, and other
conditions. For free evaluation
call today! 1(844)-766-6734 certif
iedmarijuanadoctors.com

Police, Corrections Officers
and 911 Dispatchers
l Full Time Position
l We Will Train!
l Benefits & Pension
l Advancement Opportunities

 Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Now Hiring 

Apply online at joinjso.com or contact our recruiting 
office at 904-713-4870 for further information.

NOW HIRING
28 year established contracting firm with full 
benefits is now accepting applications for 
qualified applicants. Gateway Contracting, 
Inc. not only offers health insurance, vacation, 
paid holidays and 401k benefits, but also 
provides stability, training, and growth for 
our employees. We are growing and have 
the need to fill the following positions. 
If you are interested and qualify, please 
apply online at 
www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

•Carpenter’s HELPER

•Plumber/ Pipefitter’s HELPER 

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call 904-388-4799

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

BOWMAN HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING

A/C technicians and Installers 
needed. Top pay! Must have a 

clean driving record valid 
driver’s license and be drug 

free. Email resumes to 
careers.bowman@gmail.com

Maintenance Supervisor
Maxville FL, CNS has an immediate 

opening for a Maintenance 
Supervisor. The ideal candidate 

will have at least 5 years 
experience as a Maintenance 

Supervisor in a manufacturing 
environment.  Salary will be based 

on a proven record of previous 
accomplishments.  

For information call Heather 
904-289-7261

Place your employment ad 
for as little as $52 a week. 

All ads appear online. 
Call Martha 579-2154 

Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00. Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call today 1-888-403-8602

Health Service/
Medical

Funerals can be very expensive.
Can your loved ones afford it?
Protect them with Final Expense
Insurance. Call today to learn more:
855-900-3270

Have 10K in Debt? National Debt
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB.
You could be debt free in 24-48
months. Call 1-866-465-4307 now for
a free debt evaluation.

“My friends all hate their cell phones… 
I love mine!” Here’s why.

“Cell phones have gotten so small, I can barely dial mine.”
Not the Jitterbug® Flip. It features a large keypad for easier 
dialing. It even has a larger display and a powerful, hearing aid 
compatible speaker, so it’s easy to see and conversations are 
clear.  Isn’t it time you found out more about the cell phone 
that’s changing all the rules? Call now.

888-
778-
1847

Call toll free today.
Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone  
Please mention promotional code 105086.
1-888-778-1847 www.JitterbugDirect.com

47
66

7

Financial
Service

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite
Internet. High-Speed. Avail Any-
where. Speeds to 15 mbps. Starting
at $59.99/mo. Call for Limited Time
Price 1-800-958-6917

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV.
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels
PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/month for
2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) Call for
Other Great Offers! 1-800-769-1035

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or
commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-800-348-7941

Comcast Hi-Speed Internet
-$29.99/mo (for 12 mos.) No term
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS
Ask About TV (140 Channels)
Internet Bundle for $79.99/mo (for 12
mos.) CALL 1-866-204-0475,

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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Business
Service 
Directory

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE
C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Win a Jacksonville Zoo 
Family 4 Pack

 Mail or deliver entry form to the 
Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 

Winners will be notified. 
One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

PUTTING IT 
TOGETHER

Call for FREE Estimates for 
All Your Fencing and Marine 
Construction Needs 

Specializing in installing wood privacy fence, 
aluminum ornamental iron fence 

and vinyl fence, docks and erosion walls. 
Stockade 6’ tall fencing 

$11.10  per ft
Minimum of 100 ft.

904-559-5925

$$HELP WANTED$$$
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home.
CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS NOW!
1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com

Alquiler De Utero
$25,000.00 y más par Manutencion
Ayudanos, No Podemos Tener Hijos.
Llama a Nuestra Abogada.
561-674-6857 Fl. Bar #307084

36
96

70
4

01

Mail this form with payment to:
3513 U.S. Highway 17

Fleming Island, Fl. 32003
Or drop it by the office.

We are open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday –Friday
Call: 269-2999
Fax: 269-6958

Classified ads
Classified ads are 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

Payment must be made before ad will be published.
We accept Cash, Check, Major Credit & Debit Cards.

Name_________________________________________________

Address________________________ Phone _______________

City ____________________ State _________ Zip _________

Credit Card___________________________ Exp.____________

Type of Ad
Private Party (TVs, Sofas, Household, etc.)

1 Week $14.50 2 Weeks $24.50

3 Weeks $32.50 4 Weeks $39.00

Commercial (Rentals, Cars, Advertise your business.)
1 Week - $23 2 Weeks - $40

3 Weeks - $57 4 Weeks - $72

Garage Sales
$21 - 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

ADDITIONAL LINES are $2.15 each.

Ad Copy One Letter, Number, Punctuation Mark or Space Per Box

Help Wanted
Full-Time

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace
at little or NO cost to you.

Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now!

1- 800-752-2108

Stop OVERPAYING
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call
our licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare pri-
ces and get $25.00 OFF your first
p r e s c r i p t i o n !  C A L L
1-800-749-6515 Promo Code
CDC201625

Medical Supplies

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
855-397-7056

Retreat of Clay County
Community Garage Sale

Saturday, October 7th
from 8am-3pm

The Retreat Community
is 1.6 miles East on Hwy 218

from Blanding Blvd.
One person's stuff

is another person's treasure.
Come enjoy the treasure hunt!

Losing the Grand Canyon
v w t v t

r wr t r
v t r 650+

took through 
now r t

t r ty crown w
N t y t

October 11, 2017

The Orlando Museum of Art

Details: floridafaf.org

For more information:

Email: info@floridafaf.org

Phone: (850) 224-4555

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

Unfurnished
Apartments Medical Supplies

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 2000-
2015! Any Condition. Running or Not. Competitive 
Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330.

$500 -$1000 Daily Returning Phone Calls! No Sell-
ing, No Explaining, Not MLM Call 1-844-200-7300.

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA certifica-
tion to work for airlines. Financial Aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Housing assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Earn $1000 
per week! Paid CDL Training! STEVENS TRANSPORT 
COVERS ALL COSTS! 1-877-209-1309 drive4stevens.
com

Do You Owe $10K+ in IRS Tax Debt?
Take 60 seconds for a FREE Consultation to end IRS 
collections.
Not Valid in MN, WV & ND
Call NOW 1-800-214-1903

FREE VIAGRA PILLS
 48 PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg 
Free Pills!   No hassle, Discreet Shipping. Save Now. 
Call Today   1-888-410-0514

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills + 10 
FREE. SPECIAL $99.00 100% guaranteed. FREE 
Shipping! 24/7 CALL: 1-888-868-9758 Hablamos 
Espanol.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. NO prescriptions needed. Money 
back guaranteed! 
1-888-278-6168

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350  procedures. 888-623-
3036 or http://www.dental50plus.com/58 
Ad# 6118

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks to refill.  
No deliveries.  The  All-New Inogen One G4 is only 
2.8 pounds!  FAA approved! FREE info kit: 844-558-
7482

Bathe safely and stay in the home you love with 
the #1 selling walk-in tub in North America. For an 
in-home appointment, call: 888-308-5610

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So, You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To A Significant Cash 
Award.  Call 877-648-6308 To Learn More.  No Risk.  
No Money Out Of Pocket.

SENIOR LIVING referral service, A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest FREE, no obligation senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted local 
experts today!  1-800-217-3942

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle, 
2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car Buyer! Free Tow-
ing From Anywhere! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGH-
EST PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771. www.Cash4Dia-
beticSupplies.com

SelectQuote is dedicated to finding a Medicare 
plan right for you and your wallet. Call 844-750-
4116 today and receive a free quote from one of 
our multiple carriers.

Dish Network-Satellite Television Services. Now 
Over 190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! HBO-FREE 
for one year, FREE Installation, FREE Streaming, 
FREE HD. Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 1-800-
718-1593

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 18+
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 
866-951-7214

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KAWA-
SAKI Z1-900 (1972-75), KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), 
Z1R, KZ 1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 
(1969-72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250, S2-350, 
S3-400, KH250, KH400, SUZUKI-GS400, GT380, 
HONDA-CB750K (1969-1976), CBX1000 (1979,80) 
CASH!! 1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-0726 usa@clas-
sicrunners.com

ALL INCLUSIVE RESORT packages at Sandals, 
Dreams, Secrets, Riu, Barcelo, Occidental and many 
more. Punta Cana, Mexico, Jamaica and many of 
the Caribbean islands. Search available options 
for 2017/2018 at www.NCPtravel.com or call 877-
270-7260.

HOTELS FOR HEROES – to find out more about 
how you can help our service members, veterans 
and their families in their time of need, visit the 
Fisher House website at www.fisherhouse.org

904.579.2154

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising

EDUCATION 

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, 
United, Delta and others- start 
here with hands on training for 

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

VIAGRA #1
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52
Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,
Discreet Shipping. Save Now.
Call Today. 1-800-224-0792

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society.
Call 1- 800-831-6309

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surr
ogacy.com FL Bar #307084

call us 
TODAY

subscribe 
today

Medical Help
Wanted Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

THEOAKLEAFThursday, September 28, 2017 23



THE OAKLEAF24 Thursday, September 28, 2017

Time to see 
the doctor?

Dr. Pinder’s new office in Oakleaf makes it easy for you!
• Same day or next day appointments for urgent needs 
• Online appointment request – tell us preferred dates 
• Care for the whole family in one location
• Sick care, preventive care, school/sports physicals

© Baptist Health 2017

Todd Pinder, MD 
Family Physician

Baptist Primary Care – Family Medicine 

Argyle Forest Boulevard at Oakleaf Village Parkway 

8355 Merchants Gate Drive

Monday – Friday, 8 am – 5 pm

baptistjax.com/pinder-appointment  

904.771.2900
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