
By Kile Brewer
KHHerald.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – When the 
sheriff comes knocking on the door, some 
people may run and hide. For residents 
in the High Ridge Estates neighborhood 

of Keystone Heights, though, Clay County 
Sheriff Darryl Daniels was a welcome face 
as he toured their neighborhood docu-
menting their problems and promising to 
fix whatever he could. 

Since being sworn in at the beginning 
of the year, Daniels has made an effort 

to visit a different neighborhood once a 
month to walk the streets and talk to the 
residents in a push to make Clay County 
a better place to live. 

“These people know what the prob-
lems are,” Daniels said. “Some areas of 
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Connecting with the community

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER
Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels, left, pins a star on Keystone Heights resident Michael Hammock while Michael’s mother 
Julie watches during the sheriff’s tour of the High Ridge Estates neighborhood in Keystone Heights. Michael’s father is a 
former police officer so this was especially exciting for Michael.

Sheriff brings neighborhood walks to Lake Region

SEE SHERIFF, 7

Streetscape 
moves closer to 
funding reality

SEE COUNCIL, 7

By Eric Cravey
KHHerald.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A plan to beau-
tify and slow traffic in the downtown area is 
one step closer to having a funding plan.

City Council voted March 6 on a resolu-
tion that asks the North Florida Transpor-
tation Planning Organization to place its 
Streetscape 2020 project on the planning 
organization’s five-year list of priority proj-
ects. City Council also agreed to ask for a 
similar resolution of support from the Clay 
Board of County Commissioners. With those 
resolutions in hand, the city will ask that the 
project be placed on the TPO’s List of Prior-
ity Projects. 

“The outlook is quite good in terms 
of funding. We’ve been encouraged to do 
this and we’re feeling really, really good 
right now about the possibility of getting 
some funding through the TPO,” said Scott 
Kornegay, city manager at the March 6 
meeting.

Known as the LOPP for short, the list 
is then sent to the Florida Department of 
Transportation for funding consideration 
and inclusion in FDOT’s five-year plan, 
which is updated yearly.

“The LOPP is updated annually and is 
the document that identifies the projects the 
TPO is recommending to the FDOT to be 
included in the new fifth year of the [Trans-
portation] Department’s Work Program. 
Projects are requested from the counties 
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Weekly Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Thick flat pad
 4. Green regions of desert
 9. Fill with dismay
14. Boxing legend
15. Soup
16. Your sibling’s daughter
17. A long thin implement
18. Late ESPN anchor
20. Motives
22. Astronumerology term
23. Semitic Sun god
24. Small cigar
28. Promotions
29. Not off
30. Line or plaster the roof
31. African Indian people of 
      Alberta, Canada
33. Rituals
37. Chlorine
38. Red deer
39. Offers a good view
41. Post-indictment arrangement
42. Blood group
43. Razor clams
44. Fleshes of animals
46. Nipple
49. Indicates position
50. Electrocardiogram
51. Can be disconnected

55. Tall military cap
58. Cape Verde capital
59. Not written in any key
60. Creative
64. Suffix
65. Stacked
66. One who consumes
67. Not he
68. Whiskey and milk are two
69. Entryways
70. __ and cheese

CLUES DOWN
 1. Marketplaces
 2. Hawaiian greeting
 3. Mark left by the sea
 4. Strongly affected by something
 5. Music and painting are two
 6. Small coin (French)
 7. Letter of the Greek alphabet
 8. A gesture involving the 
     shoulders
 9. Grey geese
10. Meal in the park
11. Human beings
12. What thespians do
13. Allow
19. Third-party access
21. ‘Casino Royale’ villain Mikkelsen
24. Painful foot problems

25. The very first
26. Lawful
27. Ceramic jars
31. Hind ends
32. ‘Virginia Woolf’ author
34. Try
35. For instance
36. Academic terms
40. Article
41. Religious belief outside the 
       mainstream
45. Sound caused by reflection
47. Greatly horrify
48. Prey
52. Forays
53. River in eastern France
54. Bleated
56. Soft food cooked from 
       buckwheat
57. Pre-Mayan civilization
59. Assert to be the case
60. Inches per minute (abbr.)
61. ‘Rosemary’s Baby’ actress Farrow
62. Chinese philosophical principle
63. Simpson trial judge

By Debra W. Buehn
KHHerald.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – While tackling 
issues such as future priorities and eco-
nomic branding for Clay County, county 
commissioners also welcomed back one 
of their own from nearly a year of military 
service overseas and saluted his interim 
replacement with a grateful good bye at 
their March 14 meeting.

Gavin Rollins, who represents Clay 
County District 4, which includes the 
Keystone Heights and Middleburg areas, 
returned to the commission after spending 
nearly a year in the Horn of Africa with his 
Florida Army National Guard unit. Rollins 
served with Task Force Hurricane, which 
was part of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel, 
in support of the Global war on Terror. Rol-
lins’ unit provided security and supported 
operations to neutralize terrorist groups, 
such as Al Shabaab and Islamic State.

With Rollins safely back home, the 
commission said farewell to Buck Burney, 
who had served in Rollins’ place while he 
was deployed. 

Rollins’ return was noted in Chairman 
Wayne Bolla’s regular attendance reading 
of those commissioners present at the 
meeting.

“Let the record show that all the com-
missioners are here, including our good 
friend Gavin Rollins, who is back from 
serving his country,” Bolla said. “We want 
to say ‘hooah,’ thank you for your service 
and thanks for getting back to us.”

Rollins, who serves as an Army 
intelligence officer, had last attended a 
commission meeting on March 22, 2016, 
before being deployed. He was elected as 
a county commissioner in 2014 for a four-
year term. 

Burney, who flew F-16s and retired 
from the Florida Air National Guard as a 

lieutenant colonel, was appointed by Gov. 
Rick Scott to take Rollins’ place while he 
was deployed. Burney, who is also from 
the Keystone Heights area, also serves as 
the state of Florida coordinator for Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.

After welcoming Rollins home, Bolla 
and the other commissioners turned their 
attention to Burney, who was called up 
from his seat in the audience for a special 
recognition of his service on the board 
during the past year.

“When you came to us, I wasn’t sure 
what to expect. I’d heard some rumors 
about this guy from down there and I 
thought, ‘oh, I don’t know about this.’ But 
I honestly want to say you were a great, 
pleasant surprise to me and I want to 
thank you for all your support and for 
your real concern about people,” Bolla 
said. “That’s what you really brought to this 
board, in my opinion.”

Commissioner Gayward Hendry said it 

Rollins welcomed back, 
Burney honored for serving

Gavin Rollins 

After having returned March 1 from a tour in the Horn of Africa, BCC member 
Gavins Rollins will host three town hall meetings in April to reconnect with 
residents. Here, he is being sworn in by Senior Judge William Wilkes in 2014.

SEE ROLLINS, 12
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GUEST COLUMNIST 

Letters to the Editor 

Michael Moline 

Task force wants 
money to fight 
encroachment 

Growing pains good 
problem for Clay County 

SEE ENCROACHMENT, 5 SEE PAINS, 5

 This Month in History 

SEE LETTER, 5

SEE HISTORY, 5

Bill Garrison 

Florida would place its military installa-
tions at risk of commercial encroach-
ment – and, possibly, closure – with-

out adequate funding for land acquisition 
through the Florida Forever land acquisition 
program, a military support organization 
warned March 16.

Some $3 million from U.S. Department 
of Defense funds will 
be lost at the end of 
2018 unless the state 
provides matching 
funds, said Bruce 
Grant, Enterprise 
Florida vice president 
for military programs, 
during a meeting in 
Tallahassee with the 
Florida Defense Sup-
port Task Force.

The task force 
operates under Enter-
prise Florida’s purview.

“Most legislators may not connect 
(Florida Forever) with military land buffer-
ing,” Grant said. “But there is a connection.”

He referred to the federal program called 
REPI – the Readiness and Environmental 
Protection Initiative. Since 2002, REPI has 
matched $19.4 million against $72 million 
in state funds to protect more than 68,000 
acres that buffer military bases.

The Legislature is considering spend-
ing $15 million on Florida Forever in the 
next budget, with $5 million tagged for the 
Florida Keys, Grant said.

Florida needs to pony up for land acqui-
sition near Naval Air Station Whiting Field, 
in Santa Rosa County and the Avon Park 
Air Force range or lose the federal matches, 
Grant said.

Additional projects would shield Tyndall 
Air Force Base in Bay County, and Camp 
Blanding in Clay County, the main training 
base for the Florida National Guard.

“With limited funding in Florida Forever, 
it only goes so far,” said David Clark, director 
for the Florida Division of State Lands.

“We’re trying to leverage that as wisely as 
we can,” he said.

Senate President Joe Negron’s plan to 
stop discharges of toxic algae from Lake 
Okeechobee would divert billions of dollars 
from Florida Forever to finance water proj-
ects around the state.

Buffering acquisitions are intended to 
shield the state’s 20 military installations 
against nearby commercial development 
that might compromise their missions – say, 
a housing development along a runway ap-
proach, or near a target range.

With the federal government expected 
to review bases for closure in 2019 or 2021, 
“now is not the time to pull back and pause,” 
said Kellie Jo Kilberg, of the Florida Defense 
Alliance, which promotes military programs 
in the state.

“Now is the time for us to really come 
together and … fund those programs, so that 
our 20 installations here in the state, that we 
don’t lose those, and that we do continue to 
gain and add to the economy,” said Kilberg, 
who in her previous role as president of the 

Northeast Florida is one of the 
fastest growing regions in the 
entire country. The seven coun-

ties that make up the Northeast Florida 
region have a combined population of 
1,624,000. The City of Jacksonville is the 
12th most populated city in the United 
States, just a few 
thousand people 
fewer than No. 
11, Austin, Texas. 
Florida recently 
passed New York 
to become the 
third most popu-
lated state, behind 
California and 
Texas. Population 
growth is just as 
much a part of 
Florida as the 
beaches and Disney World.

Closer to home, Clay County is also 
growing rapidly. In 2010, the U.S. Census 
Bureau population for Clay was 191,000. 
The 2015 estimate is 204,000, a 5-year 
growth rate of 6.9 percent. The average 
growth rate for all Florida counties from 
2010-2015 is 4.6 percent, making Clay’s 
growth rate 50 percent higher than the 
state average. Population projections by 
the University of Florida predict Clay’s 
population will hit 250,000 by 2025, and 
will exceed 300,000 by 2040. High-end 
projections show Clay’s population 
could exceed 300,000 a decade sooner, 
in 2030.

A growing population creates both 
advantages and challenges for citizens 
and local governments alike. More 
people means a larger economy as the 
larger population buys more goods, 
products and services. This leads to 
more job opportunities as companies 
grow to meet the increase in demand, 
and new companies are created to take 
advantage of the growing economy. But 
all of this growth also brings challenges 
as well.

A growing population demands 
more services. Especially in the short-
term, transportation infrastructure and 
educational resources are strained from 
the rapidly growing population. More 
people means more cars on the road, 
and more students in the classrooms. 
To accommodate the growth, all service 
facilities from roads and schools to hos-
pitals and emergency responders must 
be expanded as well. And this growth in 
services must be funded.

Growth does lead to an increase in 
tax revenues. But, the demand for in-
creased services is instantaneous when 
the new family moves to Clay while their 
tax revenue is collected slower than 
their demand needs to be funded. And 
given Clay’s conservative tax rates and 
low fees, Clay has struggled to keep up 
with the current growth, never mind the 
projections for future growth.

At the Feb. 28 Board of County 
Commissioners meeting, the discussion 
about how to fund transportation infra-
structure continued. Options include an 
additional gas tax, an additional sales 
tax, transportation impact fees and an 
increase in the ad valorem millage rate. 
One thing is certain, the current level of 
funding will not keep up with current 
growth, let alone projected growth.

Clay County is fortunate is so many 
ways. We enjoy a safe, family-oriented, 

Closer to home, Clay County is 

also growing rapidly. In 2010, the U.S. 

Census Bureau population for Clay 

was 191,000. The 2015 estimate is 

204,000, a 5-year growth rate of 6.9 

percent. The average growth rate for 

all Florida counties from 2010-2015 

is 4.6 percent, making Clay’s growth 

rate 50 percent higher than the state 

average.

Don’t fix that which isn’t 
broken

Me and some other Paterson parents 
attended the school board meeting this past 
Thursday. Everyone presented their point 
of view and feelings about these coming 
changes. Some points were discussed by 
school board members and the superinten-
dent. Some were not discussed at all. 

I asked whether the position cut was due 
to budget cuts. I do not understand why the 
budget would be cut right now as there is a 
lot of development going on in Clay County. 
Mr. Davis decided based on numbers. I gave 
him some numbers regarding current house 
construction.

Just in Green Cove Springs, between 
two neighborhoods (Magnolia West and 
Magnolia Point), there are an average of 20 
houses being built every month. Every time 
a new house is being built, the developer/
home owner pays a $7,034 impact fee for 
the school board. Also, each property/house 
owner pays an average of $1,000 on property 
taxes – a portion of which – goes to the 
School Board. With all these new develop-
ments and money coming in, why do we 
have to cut any position at any school? With 
increasing houses, more kids will be going to 
these schools.

If you count those numbers, there would 
be more $1.5 million coming in just for 

5 years ago, 2012
On a 3-2 vote, the Board of County Com-

missioners approved a land use change that 
would allow developer Ken DeBusk to build 
homes on the old golf course at the Ravines 
in Middleburg.

Owners of two Wells Road night clubs 
in Orange Park affected by two new county 
alcohol ordinances said they will appeal a 
federal judge’s ruling that upheld the ordi-
nance restricting alcohol sales.

The Florida Senate unanimously ad-
opted a resolution authored by Sen. Stephen 
Wise honoring slain Clay County Sheriff’s 
detective David White seven days after he 
was shot during a meth lab raid on Alligator 
Boulevard in Middleburg.

James Jett, Clay County clerk of court 
and candidate for U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, said he turned over to the FBI, 
audiotape of a conversation in which he was 
offered a cash incentive to pull out of the 
race against incumbent Cliff Stearns and 
challenger Ted Yoho.

Clay County firefighters battled a 200-
acre fire in Keystone Heights that destroyed 
a home in the 7500 block of Fremont 
Avenue. The blaze also damaged several 
vehicles.

10 years ago, 2007
About 300 Clay Hill residents turned 
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You might be a great “do-it-yourselfer” 
in some areas, such as home repairs. But 
when it comes to investing, you may need 
some help.

For example, when you’re starting out in 
your career, you could benefi t from working 
with a fi nancial professional – someone who 
could help you plan for retirement.

A fi nancial advisor could also help cre-
ate strategies to work toward specifi c 
goals, such as saving for a down payment 
on a home.

And every time you have a personal mile-
stone in your life, such as marriage, remar-
riage or the addition of a child, a fi nancial 
advisor can help you with all the fi nancial 

components, such as insurance, new invest-
ment accounts, naming correct benefi ciaries 
and more.

Finally, when you’re retired, a fi nancial 
advisor can help you maximize your invest-
ment portfolio to provide you with both suf-
fi cient income for your desired lifestyle and 
adequate growth potential to help you stay 
ahead of infl ation.

Doing it yourself is fi ne for building tables 
and chairs. But when it comes to building 
your fi nancial future, don’t be afraid to ask 
for assistance.

This is Courtnie Douglas, your Edward Jones fi nancial advisor 
located at 131 S. Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091, phone num-
ber (904)964-1486.

Investment strategies. One-on-one advice.
Courtnie A Douglas
Financial Advisor
131 South Walnut St 
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-1486
www.edwardjones.com

When Do You Need a Financial Advisor? 

Member SIPC

Revels Nationwide
RV Accessories

Low Prices • Parts & Accessories
Ship Any Where • All Makes & Models

1-800-473-8357
206 W. Madison St., Starke, FL

Encroachment
from page 4
Clay County Chamber of Commerce was 
intimately familiar with the needs of Camp 
Blanding.

Also implicated is the state’s Defense 
Infrastructure Grant – or DIG – program, 
which also draws federal REPI money. The 
state has consistently funded the program at 
around $1.6 million.

“For Okaloosa County, alone, I have just 
short of $1 million waiting for the county to 
be able to execute, using the DIG program 
funds,” said Jeff Fanto, a community planner 
at Eglin Air Force Base.

Rep. Clay Ingram, the Pensacola Repub-
lican who chairs the task force, shared those 

concerns.
“It’s important that the military com-

ponent at least be in the conversation with 
regard to spending those dollars,” Ingram 
said.

“Because some of the most pristine lands 
in this state are in these conservation areas 
and easements that we’ve created around 
our military installations. They’re worthy of 
funding,” he said.

“The other benefit, though, is making the 
installations more valuable and less likely to 
be closed,” Ingram said.

Michael Moline is a former assistant 
managing editor of The National Law Jour-
nal and managing editor of the San Francis-
co Daily Journal. His work appears courtesy 
of FloridaPolitics.com.

healthy quality of life. We have one of the 
best public school systems in Florida, and 
it is getting better every day. And we have 
a group of elected and appointed leaders 
who are committed to maintaining our great 
quality of life. But our public servants need 
our support and our input on how to fund 
the much needed improvements and expan-
sions in so many of our public services.

Florida TaxWatch* compares per capita 
taxes and fees collected by all 67 Florida 
counties in 39 different categories. Clay’s 
average rank across all 39 varied categories 
is No. 48 out of 67 counties. That means 72 
percent of the counties in Florida pay more 
per capita taxes and fees than Clay does. 
We cannot continue to be one of the nicest 
places to live, and continue to pay so little 
relative to other places. 

*http://www.floridataxwatch.org/library/
howcountiescompare.aspx

Pains 
from page 4

the impact fee next year. With increasing 
demand, there should be more positions 
created. 

The other thing, when Mr. Davis gave 
numbers regarding how many students are 
served by one nurse in other schools. He 
was comparing high school data to elemen-
tary school data. That is not a fair compari-

son. An apple can be compared to an Apple 
on an Orange. 

We do not need to fix which is not 
broken. 

I hope going forward, our elected of-
ficials will do more research not just with 
numbers but everything that goes with it 
and make better decisions.

Thank you.
Mitra Goswami
Paterson Elementary Parent

Letter 
from page 4

out for a presentation by Douglas Miller of 
engineering firm England-Thims and Miller, 
who explained the 20-year buildout for the 
development of regional impact known as 
The Highlands.

The Clay County School Board deleted a 
proposed Fleming Island junior high school 
from its five-year plan citing how the school 
would leave just 300 students attending 
Green Cove Springs Junior High where a 
portion of Fleming Island students currently 
attend.

The Clay County School Board voted 
to opt out of the Florida Department of 
Education’s Special Teachers Are Rewarded 
program that would have provided nearly 
$2 million for teacher bonuses saying the 
program had too many holes in it and did 
not cover every teaching specialty.

Former Florida Speaker of the House 
John Thrasher quit the Clay County Board 
of Commissioners to return to his job as a 
lobbyist. Thrasher had been appointed by 
Gov. Charlie Crist in the wake of an illegal 
dumping scandal involving a BCC member 
who had been removed from office.

History 
from page 4

20 years ago, 1997
The Clay County School Board officially 

voted to spend $13.3 million to convert 
Ridgeview Middle School into Ridgeview 
High School.

Concerns over chopped down palm 
trees on Walnut Street in Green Cove 
Springs during the making of an HBO film 
put contract Clay County Film Commission-
er Carl Post into hot water with the Tourist 
Development Council.

The Board of County Commissioners an-
nounced that the Rosemary Hill Landfill was 
closed ahead of schedule and approximately 
$500,000 less than originally budgeted.

Assistant State Attorney Tim Collins said 
he was still investigating the December 26, 
1996 accident that killed two Gainesville 
bicyclists and seriously injured four others 
on State Road 21.

30 years ago, 1987
The Board of County Commissioners 

awarded a contract to Reynolds, Smith 
and Hills to construct a road leading to the 
new Food Lion distribution center south of 
Green Cove Springs using a $752,000 state 
grant.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife agent Robert 
Prather said an investigation into the de-
struction of a bald eagle’s nest on Fleming 
Island was almost complete, saying he had 
some suspects in identified. The nest was 
cut down during construction of the Doctors 
Landing subdivision. 

The Clay County Board of Adjustment 
heard arguments about whether to shut 
down the Florida Reptile Ranch on grounds 
it may be in violation of zoning regulations 
and not the jaguars, leopards, lions and 
tigers that neighbors said were not suitable 
for the area west of Middleburg.

Officials with the inaugural Clay County 
Agricultural Fair announced Robinson’s 
Racing Pigs were to be featured at the event 
scheduled for March 31-April 4. Billed as 

“Swinedom’s Swiftest,” the pigs would race 
around a 150-foot oval track.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office arrested 
six juveniles in connection with two separate 
burglaries in Keystone Heights and Orange 
Park.

40 years ago, 1977
New school boundaries would send 

students who resided in Duckpond, Clay Hill 
and Middleburg to the new J.L. Wilkinson 
Elementary and Middle Schools off County 
Road 218 in Middleburg.

The Clay County School Board passed 
a new contract for teachers that gave them 
a 3.9 percent pay hike, not the 6.5 percent 
raise they’d negotiated for.

Watertown, New York native James 
Boivin made the front cover of Clay Today as 
the newest hire with the Orange Park Police 
Department. Hired from among a pool of 
300 applicants, the Green Cove Springs resi-
dent had an annual salary of $8,840.

The Clay County School Board and the 
Clay County Education Association agreed 
to terms of a new teacher contract in which 
educators would get a 3.9 percent pay hike 
and an extra paid holiday during the school 
year.
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Text “ER” to 23000 for average ER wait* times
Message and data rates may apply.  For more info visit texterhelp.com
*Wait defi ned as arrival time until seen by qualifi ed medical professional.

611 Zeagler Dr., Palatka 
386-328-5711

www.facebook.com/pcmcfl Find us on
Facebook!

Putnam Community Medical Center welcomes 
patients from Keystone Heights and the 
surrounding area. We’ve been proud to serve 
this area for more than 40 years. High quality 
care without the larger city traffi c.

The hospital provides individualized care 
directed to the specifi c needs of each 
patient. Putnam Community Medical 
Center offers a 10-bed Intensive/Critical 
Care Unit, Step-Down Care Unit, Cardiac 
Cath Lab, medical and surgical units, family 
birthplace center, and a 24-hour emergency 
department. We also provide inpatient and 
outpatient rehabilitation services.

To learn more about our healthcare 
services, visit pcmcfl .com

We are with you for life.

352.473.9201
370 S.E. Sylvan Way

Keystone Heights, FL
www.FlowerPetalsInc.com

Flower
Petals

Yes, we rent 
“slim fi t” 
Tuxedos

Custom prom 
corsages to 

match her 
dress 

Boutineers 
for him

“MAKE PROM 
YOUR STYLE”

Join
KEYSTONE

LAKE REGION
Business Association

KLRBA.com

Solar farms offering 
high-wage jobs
By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com 

MELROSE – Florida Power and Light has 
begun hiring workers to build two new solar 
farms in Hawthorne and Florahome, near 
Melrose. 

Collectively, the solar farms have a 
151-megawatt electricity capacity while 
the sun is shining – enough to power about 
30,000 homes. The Hawthorne farm is on 
1,315 acres, while the project in Florahome 
will use 587 acres. The average array takes 
up about 450 acres.

Help wanted

I t’s Your Day
Bridal & Formal Boutique

•  Bridal plus 
Custom Designs

•  Tuxedos & 
Prom Dresses

• Alterations

212 E. Call St., Starke, FL
904.964.3100

facebook.com/ItsYourDayBridal
www.ItsYourDayBridalOnline.com

BRIDES:
Enjoy Your 

Honeymoon 
On Us

Call for more details
(excludes travel to/from destination) 

$40 OFF
New Dress 
Purchase & 

Tuxedo Rental

• WELLS • PUMP REPAIR 
• WATER TREATMENT

352.473.0534 
969 SE St Rd 100

Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

DR ILL ING INC.

$100 OFF
Iron Filter or 

Water Softner
with this ad

The two farms, announced in early 
March, are part of four new solar farm 
expansions the electric utility has planned 
for 2017.

The utility estimates completion dates 
for the two solar farms by Dec. 31, and will 
hire about 250 workers at roughly $16 an 
hour. The top end of the pay scale goes as 
high as $21.47 per hour for more experi-
enced workers.

“I don’t think you’ll ever see jobs like 
this pay that type of money ever again,” said 
Randy Page, business representative with 
the North Florida Carpenter’s Union, who is 
handling the hiring process. “We’re trying to 
recruit as many local people as we can just 
to help the community out. Why not keep 
the money in the community?”

The utility currently operates 11 other 
solar farm installations, and, as it stands, 
they show no signs of slowing their solar 
program. FPL has announced eight new 
solar plant construction projects across 
Florida. The utility hopes to complete all 
projects by early 2018.

Improvements to technology mean even 
solar farms built within the decade remain 
inferior – and more expensive – than current 
technology. 

“As the cost continues to decline we can 
now build these cost effectively, it’s just got-
ten more cost effective for us to build these,” 
said Stephen Heiman, an FPL spokesman. 

“We’re now building plants three times this 
size for the same cost.” 

Prices for utility-scale solar panel instal-
lation projects fell 60 percent since 2007, ac-
cording to a 2016 study by the Department 
of Energy’s Electricity Markets and Policy 
Group. Falling renewable energy prices 
along with increased regulatory pressure is 
beginning to crack the coal industry. 

FPL has approximately 850 custom-
ers in Clay County. And while these two 
solar farms represent an initial investment 
of about $140 million each, Heiman said 
the utility is likely to earn that money back 
through low maintenance costs and reliable 
energy generation. 

“Our universal solar energy centers are 
built cost-effectively, meaning there is no net 
cost to customers after savings from fuel and 
other generation-related expenses. In fact, 
these eight new plants are projected to save 
our customers millions of dollars of the life 
of the projects.”

Heiman said the changes were part of 
a push to phase out coal power plants. The 
average life of a solar panel is about 30 years. 

Much of the movement towards cleaner 

SEE SOLAR, 8
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Sheriff 
from page 1
Clay County have problems and I think it’s 
best to get our intel from the people that live 
there.”

This was the third walking tour the sheriff 
has taken, with the first two being successful, 
according to the department. 

In Keystone Heights, one problem that 
kept coming up were issues with loose dogs, 
whether they be individual dogs or larger 
packs that some people reported. The sheriff 
assured all residents that his deputies would 
make their presence known and enforce 
leash laws. 

High Ridge Estates resident Jackie 
DeWitt expressed concerns with packs of 
pit bulls she said she has seen running wild 
near her home. 

“Loose dogs are the biggest issue around 
here,” DeWitt said. “People have been bitten 
just walking to their mailbox.” 

About the sheriff’s visit, DeWitt only had 
good things to say. 

“I think this is fantastic, there needs to be 
more of a presence back here,” she said. 

Down the road from DeWitt, Julie Ham

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER 
Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels stands with deputies while touring the High Ridge Estates neighborhood in Keystone Heights 
last Thursday.

Council 
from page 1

and municipalities and, of course, they 
determine which projects they want in-
cluded on the list,” said Marci Larson, public 
affairs manager for the Jacksonville-based 
TPO.

Larson said TPO staff works with local 
governments regarding transportation proj-
ects, which are then reviewed by the plan-
ning organization’s Technical Coordinating 
and Citizens Advisory Committees and the 
TPO Board. Those reviews and approvals are 
scheduled for the TPO’s June meetings.

Born out of a community meeting held 
in February 2016, the Streetscape 2020 aims 
to restore the original main street character 
to Lawrence Boulevard. In the conceptual 
design, the project would run from East 
Walker Drive south to Lakeview Drive on 
State Road 100.

Prior to passing the resolution, City 
Council Member Dan Lewandowski said 
he wanted to see a final design plan before 
going any further with Streetscape.

“I would like to see a plan and how we’re 
going to put this all together and what is 
going to be included in what phase or are we 
just going to wing it,” Lewandowski said. “I 
don’t see a plan.”

The project calls for adding street 
benches, crosswalks and what are called 
bump outs, traffic calming concrete sections 
that extend into and narrow the roadway at 
intersections.

Lewandowski also expressed concern 
that parking places would be lost in the 
downtown area.

“Anything we do, is going to be a great 
improvement to what we’ve got,” said Mayor 
Tony Brown. “Parking-wise, honestly, I don’t 
think we’re losing anything.”

Donnie Bowles, senior designer with 
Michael Baker International, who has been 
consulting with the city on the project, said 
this resolution is the first step to funding. He 
also explained the overall goal of Streetscape 

2020. 
“What we’re trying to achieve is a beau-

tification process, if you will. TPO has an 
initiative through the state where they are 
trying to do just projects exactly like this and 
actually Keystone is on the pioneering end 
of it all. So, a lot of eyes are on this project, 
at least with the state and that’s why this 
project is at the top of the Clay County list at 
this point,” Bowles said.

Bowles said the project does not include 
a roundabout as previously proposed by the 

FDOT.
Once placed on the TPO and FDOT lists, 

the city must then move forward to develop 
final Streetscape plans detailing how the 
project will look when complete.

“My vision is that we, at first, would 
come all the way to Lakeview, but because 
of money…safety should be our first priority 
with FDOT,” Brown said.

Lewandowski said he just wanted to 
ensure the city doesn’t agree to something 
they can’t back out of.

“Maybe it’s my ignorance of the process 
that’s causing this, but I don’t want us to get 
locked in to something that we haven’t had 
a chance to review it, look at it and see what 
the long-term benefits are,” Lewandowksi 
said.

City Council also voted unanimously to 
ask the TPO to place funding for the Rails to 
Trails Trailhead on its new five-year plan.

The next City Council meeting is April 3.

While only in a conceptual phase at present, the Keystone Heights Streetscape 2020 project aims to slow traffic while re-
creating a hometown main street feel much like this streetscape projct in Jacksonville’s Avondale Shopping District.

What do you do with a vintage 1920’s 
beach pavilion in need of renovation? With 
Lake Geneva water levels so low, what is the 
best use of the structure?

These are the questions facing the Key-
stone Heights Heritage Commission, and 
the seven-member board is asking for your 
help in deciding the pavilion’s future use.

Last fall, Keystone became the 71st Certi-
fied Local Government in Florida, a new 
status that gives it eligibility for grant money 
under the Florida Department of State. With 
that funding source plus other grants and 
donations, the Heritage Commission wants 
to save the landmark building.

On April 6, at 6:30 p.m., the pavilion will 

be opened for a public workshop to gather 
ideas for future uses and to share memories 
of its past. Light refreshments will be pro-
vided. The workshop is open to all who are 
interested in saving the pavilion. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring old pavilion photo-
graphs to scan and quickly return.

Beach pavilion vision workshop needs public input
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MANAGING RENTAL PROPERTY GOT YOU DOWN? 
Then give our rental department a call at 352-475-1211 and let us 
handle the headaches so you can enjoy a less stressful way of life.

Commercial 
.423 acres SR 21 across from Keystone NAPA, cleared 

and ready for new building with environmental 
assessment and survey provided. (C-151)

Looking for Privacy 
3/2 Manufacturer home on fi ve acres surrounded by 
100’s of acres of timberland & forest. Perfect for the 

nature enthusiast. (MH-160)

Bradford County 
Beautiful 25 acres +/- pasture, fenced, hay barn,  

electric, water and surround by small farms & water 
management lands.

Stunning Golf Course Home 
Over 4,000 sf, 3/3, beautiful hardwood fl oors, high 
ceilings, large kitchen, covered pool w/hot tub & 

much more. (H-335)

Geneva Lake Estates 
Brick 3/2 plus offi  ce, screened rear porch, detached 

10 X 26 shop.  (H-358)

Almost New 
3/2 Keystone, split plan in a quiet country setting. 

(H-345) 

$159,900
NEW LISTING NEW LISTING $169,900

Suwannee River 
4.4 acres (two parcels) situated high above the river 

with fantastic views in a picturesque homes only 
development. Th e perfect get-a-away. (WL-091)

Lake Geneva Waterfront 
Investor Special 2,400 SF 2/2 block home, great 

views, Clay County Schools. (WH-238)

Brick 4/2 on extra large lot, hardwood/tile fl oors,  
screened porch w/wood burning stove, great above 
ground pool and near Keystone Schools. (H-338)

Bedford Lake 
Big and Beautiful waterfront home with over 3,800 

sf, 5/3, huge master, mother-in-law suite & screened 
deck overlooking lake. (H-356)

Home Finder
Looking to buy or sell? We’re here to serve you.

C.B. Isaac Realty
“We make it Happen”

(352) 475-2199
cbisaacrealty.com
Licensed Florida and Georgia Broker

$112,900

$125,000

$329,000

$90,000

$159,900

$140,000

$310,000

$70,000

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING

GOLF COURSE

NEW PRICE

WATERFRONT

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING

• Digital X-ray
• Dental X-ray
•  Dental cleanings 

and Oral Surgery
• Ultrasound
• Therapeutic Laser
• Vaccine packages
• Surgery
• Microchipping
•  House and Farm calls
•  Euthanasia and 

Hospice services
• Boarding
• Grooming
•  Pet Pig Spays and Neuters
•  Emergency/Critical Care
• Orthopedic Surgery

MELROSE
8762 State Road 21
352-475-2326

HAWTHORNE
7410 SE US Hwy 301
352-481-4333

Full Service 
Hospital 

with Boarding 
& Grooming

Mon-Fri 
7:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday
8:00am - 2:00pm

www.LakeAreaVets.com

Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

Healthier Pets Through Best Medicine

Walk-ins
Welcome

Canine Annual Package

$98.75
*exam, heartworm and fecal test, vaccines

Feline Annual Package
Starting At

$82.75

sears
HOMETOWN STORE

411 W Madison St. 
Starke, FL 

904-368-9966

burning energy comes from U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency regulations on 
the industry that President Barack Obama 
rolled out during his administration. The 
Clean Power Plan, specifically, mandates 
energy companies to reduce their carbon 
emissions by 32 percent by 2030.  

Heiman said the addition of solar alone 
has allowed FPL to meet that goal.

Electricity generation represents 30 
percent of greenhouse gas emissions in 
the United States, and 67 percent of that 
electricity comes from burning fossil fuels – 
mostly coal and natural gas. Although for the 
last eight years, ‘Big Coal’ has seen an enemy 
in the executive branch, newly elected Presi-
dent Donald Trump has planned massive 
rollbacks on energy regulations. Massive 
changes in the market overall, however, have 
made it uncertain whether it will make a 
significant impact. 

Clay Electric Cooperative customers 
who would like to use solar energy are, at 
least currently, comparatively out of luck. 
Clay Electric sources its electricity from 
Tampa-based Seminole Electric Coopera-

Solar
from page 6

tive. 
In December, the wholesale energy 

distributor held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for its own solar array, which, by itself, would 
only generate 2.2 megawatts on solar power. 

However, Seminole also has biomass 
and landfill gas generation in its energy port-
folio, meaning Clay Customers who want 
green energy and all of its benefits aren’t at a 
complete loss. Seminole distributes energy 
to nine separate nonprofit utility companies. 

With solar panel prices on the decline, 
there’s also an opportunity for customers 
outside of FPL’s service area to set up their 
own panels on their home and either live 
off-the-grid or sell the energy back to the 
cooperative. 

On rainy days and nights, however, FPL 
must rely on its other staple energy sources 
– natural gas and nuclear. 

“We’re the largest generator of solar 
energy in Florida and I believe solar energy 
will play an increasing role in the future,” 
Heiman said. 
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ONE DAY ONLY SALE 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 — 7:30AM–1:30PM

*20% off MSRP discount applies to all ECHO & ECHO Bear Cat units on the day of the 
dealer sales event only. Excludes accessories. Not to be combined with any other offers. 

20% OFF ANY ECHO UNIT*

Futch’s Power Depot of Keystone Heights
101 Commercial Drive, Keystone Heights, FL

352.473.4001
www.Futchsdepot.com

Clay Electric selects Landis+Gyr for AMI deployment
ATLANTA – Clay Electric Cooperative is 
investing $26 million to launch what’s called 
advanced metering infrastructure.

Co-op officials said a financial analysis 
indicates the cost of this project will be offset 
over time through lowered operational costs, 
improved efficiencies and gains in produc-
tivity.

Clay Electric has chosen Atlanta-based 
Landis+Gyr to install the project using its 
Gridstream AMI solution, which provides 
a high-tech platform capable of connecting 
meters and intelligent devices across the 
utility’s service territory.

 “Our advanced metering project is 
focused on enhancing member services and 
improving operational efficiency,” said Toby 
Moss, director of information and communi-
cation technology at Clay Electric Coopera-
tive. “Included in that is the ability to offer 
prepay and other billing options to custom-
ers, as well as improve outage response and 
system maintenance.”

According to Wayne Mattox, manager of 
communications at Clay Electric, the co-op’s 
board of trustees looked at all the facts and 
costs surrounding AMI and decided early 
last year that it was time for the co-op to 
make the move to the new technology.

Mattox said the co-op made the decision 
for a number of key reasons. AMI provides 
new payment options to its members, 
optimizes maintenance and replacement 
operations by being able to predict where 
and when new infrastructure assets would 
be needed, will help staff identify outages 
quicker and restore power quicker. Mattox 

said AMI also puts members in control by 
providing daily energy usage data which 
can help our members troubleshoot high 
bill problems as well as manage their daily 
usage of power and improve electric service 
reliability and power quality – fewer outages, 
blinks and surges.

Landis+Gyr’s RF mesh network provides 
IPv6 capable endpoints and intelligent 
routers that offer flexible communication 
options for connecting with a variety of en-
ergy management equipment, such as load 
management devices, streetlight controllers, 
distribution automation devices and home 
area network equipment.

The AMI deployment is a lengthy 
process involving significant planning for 
the software, hardware, network design and 
implementation of the entire system.

“The vendor selection has been a 
meticulous process with a cross section of 
professionals from Clay Electric weighing 
in to ensure our service and support to our 
members is kept as a top priority. Addition-
ally, we have performed thorough research 
on the technology. We also have consulted 
with several other utilities who already are 
running an AMI network, throughout the 
country, to gain a benefit from their experi-
ences,” Mattox said.

Clay Electric plans to begin deploying 
the network infrastructure and 173,000 new 
meters this summer, with a goal of complet-
ing the project in 2019.

“This project showcases the strength of 
our communications network for both rural 
and urban applications,” said Tim Weiden-

bach, senior vice president of sales and 
customer operations for Landis+Gyr. “We 
look forward to working with Clay Electric to 
strengthen their customer service programs 
and overall grid reliability.”

Mattox said the cooperative does not 
expect any additional costs to its members 
to install the new system nor are there any 
rate increases anticipated in association 
with this project.

Inking the deal
FLEMING ISLAND – Renna Lee Paiva, president of the Clay County Education 
Association, signs the new teacher contract approved for school year 2016-17 
while School Board Chairman Janice Kerekes smiles after signing her name. 
The contract allows teachers who are rated “highly effective” and are on annual 
contracts to receive a $700 a year raise. Teachers rated “highly effective” who 
work under continuing contracts will receive a $696 a year raise. And teachers who 
are rated “effective” will receive a $522 a year raise, which is 75 percent of the 
top raise rate of $700, as prescribed under Florida statutes. Paiva said the raises – 
which will be applied to the base teacher pay – are retroactive to August 2016, the 
beginning of the school year. Paiva and Kerekes signed the teacher contract at 
the March 2 regular meeting of the Clay County School Board.
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In a medical emergency, every minute matters.  
So, at Shands Starke Regional Medical Center, 

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge:  
We work diligently to have you initially seen by  
a medical professional* in 30 minutes or less.

ERNow: We also give you the option  
of checking in ahead of time 24/7.  
Just visit ShandsStarke.com/ERNow,  
answer a few questions and we’ll save  
your spot in the E.R.**

Two ways our E.R. means 
less waiting.g.

*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners.   **Because our emergency department staff must treat patients 
based on the severity of illness or injury, your time is not guaranteed. We will see you as close to your designated time as possible. 

If you believe you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, please call 911 or go to the nearest emergency department as soon as possible.

ShandsStarke.com

PENNEY FARMS – The Veterans Com-
mittee at Penney Retirement Community 
commends Dee Quaranta for her continu-
ing advocacy for America’s female veterans 
and for securing Gov. Rick Scott’s declara-
tion for the 2017 Women Veterans Week of 
Recognition, March 12-18.

Of 106 veterans at PRC, 12 of them are 
women. They have served the U.S. military 
in peace time and in war. PRC residents 
Helen Barnes, Helen Keller and Winnie 
Mills served in World War II. Teresa Scott, 
PRC president and chief executive officer 
is a veteran as well.

In October 2016, Scott honored 144 
veterans from Penney with the Governor’s 
Service Award. That number included staff 
members as well as residents. 

“We are extremely proud to honor all 
of them and thank them for their patriotic 
service,” Scott said in a press release.

Women honored 
for military service

A helping hand comes full circle
By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com 

ORANGE PARK – Last fall, complications 
from a simple gallbladder surgery landed 
85-year-old Bill French in a bed at Orange 
Park Medical Center for a 10-day recovery 
process. 

Doctors placed him in physical therapy 
to strengthen his legs and balance. French, 
the gregarious past president of the Orange 
Park Lions Club, struck up a conversation 
with his physical therapist, Robin Catbagan, 
while she helped him shuffle through the 
hospital hallways on a walker. 

“I said ‘maybe I need one of those leader 
dogs like the Lions Club supports, and she 
asked ‘are you a member of the Lions Club?’ 
and I said yes, and she said ‘the Lions Club 
gave me a scholarship when I graduated 
from high school,” French said. 

The two stopped with the sudden realiza-
tion that they knew each other. They stopped 
and realized that, 15 years prior, French’s 
signature appeared at the bottom of an 
acceptance letter telling Catbagan the club 
paid her first two years of college tuition and 
books in entirety.

“I told him I actually still have my accep-
tance letter,” Catbagan said. “When I went 
back and saw him the next day at work I 
brought in the letter signed by him congratu-
lating me for the scholarship.” 

Catbagan had framed the letter shortly 
after receiving it. That was before she earned 
her associate’s degree from St. Johns River 
State College and well before she finished 

her doctorate in physical therapy at the 
University of North Florida. 

Catbagan is just one recipient out of 
nearly 40 local young men and women to 
have their first two years of their college lives 
paid for by the organization. 

The Orange Park chapter of the inter-
national community service organization 
has sponsored young high school gradu-
ates through their first two years of college 
through a donation-funded scholarship 
program for the last 34 years.

Lately, however, the organization has 
had to postpone their yearly scholarship 
from lack of membership and lack of funds. 

“If we could recruit more members we 
could raise more funds and do more things 
like scholarships,” French said. “We’ve lost a 
few [members], a couple have moved away. 
We’re getting older and it seems younger 
people are harder to recruit – we’ve got 
some momentum going right now and 
I think we’re carrying between 16 or 18 
members.” 

When French first joined the Orange 
Park Lion’s Club 28 years ago, the club 
carried roughly 50 members. Community 
service organizations across the country 
have reported declining memberships. In 
2015, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reported a decline in the percentage of men 
and women 16 and older who volunteer. 

The membership dip remains part of a 
noticeable downward trend in young people 
willing to commit to community service 
nationwide. 

As Lions Club International celebrates 

Robin Catbagan, now 34, stands with Bill French after speaking to Orange Park 
Lions Club members about how, 15-plus  years ago, the club awarded her a 
scholarship, and how last fall, she repaid it. 

its 100-year anniversary, French believes the 
scholarship will live on in smaller donations 
to students rather than a full scholarship. 
That is, until the organization can bolster its 
membership and, therefore, its donations. 

In the meantime, the organization will 
continue its other community service ef-
forts. Nationwide, the organization focuses 
on collecting used eyeglasses and donating 
them to communities that, otherwise, might 
never get them. 

The program, dubbed ‘Recycle for Sight’ 
distributes those glasses to recycling centers. 
From there, the glasses go to middle to low 
income communities. 

The club also gives to efforts to reduce 
blindness and offers free vision screen-
ings. It’s part of the club’s pick-your-flavor 
approach to community service. And when 
fundraising events pick up – along with 
membership – French hopes to one day 
distribute the club’s scholarship to students. 

But, as he notes, the cost of college and 
tuition is always on the rise. He said the club 

needs to be, as well. 
“Over the years… [we] seldom hear of 

whatever happens to [recipients],” French 
said. “They don’t always follow through later 
and let us know where they ended up. The 
purpose of the scholarship is to encourage 
local high school graduates to continue and 
serve the community.” 

He said Catbagan remains a fine ex-
ample of a recipient who will continue to 
serve her community, and said being able to 
see her work in action was a very humbling 
experience. 

The serendipity of the chance meeting 
isn’t lost on Catbagan, either. Although she 
now lives in St. Johns County and works at 
the Mayo Clinic, the encounter sticks with 
her. 

“Mr. French and the Lions Club helped 
me to obtain my degree, which in turn, al-
lowed me to return the favor and help him 
when he needed it,” she said. “To me, that is a 
beautiful thing.”
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BRAND NEW
! $7

000
 

BELO
W MARKET 

VALUE!
JUST 

REDUCED OVER

$1,
500

!

904-272-2200
1166 Blanding Blvd.

Orange Park

GORDONCHEVY.COM

$14,999 $24,950
FULL CHEVROLET WARRANTY, EPA 34 MPG Hwy/27 MPG City, CARFAX 
1-Owner, Superb Condition, Heated Seats, Back-Up Camera, Satellite 
Radio, iPod/MP3 Input, Turbocharged, Alloy Wheels, Lowering 
Suspension, KEY FEATURES INCLUDE Back-Up Camera, Heated Driver Seat, 
Rear Spoiler, Onboard Communications System, Keyless Entry, P15122

2015 CHEVY SONIC 5DR HB MANUAL RS
$3,300 below NADA Retail, Extra Clean, Third Row Seat, 
Heated Leather Seats, Hitch, Running Boards, Aluminum 
Wheels, Rear Air, Back-Up Camera, VORTEC 5.3L V8 SFI 
FLEXFUEL, Audio Controls, Onboard Communications System, 
Dual Zone A/C, P18402A

2013 GMC YUKON XL 2WD 4DR 1500 SLT

Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Quentin Chism - Funeral Assistant

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

Jones-Gallagher
funeral home &

cremation services

 
Dr. Jennifer Blackburn

• General Medicine
• Vaccinations
• Dental Care
• Pain Management
• Wellness Care
• Flea Control
• Boarding
• Laser Therapy

• In-House Laboratory
• Digital Radiology
• Senior Wellness
• Hospice Care
• General Surgery
• Heartworm Prevention
• Grooming

Our Professional Services

7344 State Road 100 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

(352) 473-4966
  www.keystonepetvet.com

Advantage Multi
Buy 6 Doses

Get 2 FREE Doses
OFFER EXPIRES 4/30/2017

$3 OFF
Any Dry Science Diet or 

Prescription Diet Food
OFFER EXPIRES 4/30/2017

Located in Hitchcock’s Plaza 

facebook.com/lovethehaircolour

Specializing in a 
look for just you...

Thrix 
Thursdays

Buy 2 get 1 
FREE

JOLENE
Stylist, facial waxing, 
cuts, perms, color, 
highlights and kids 
cuts

Barber, 
fl at tops 
and fades

JEN
Master colorist, 
deminsional styles, 
perms, highlights, 
ombre and more

Mens 
Mondays 

$9.95 
on a walk-in 
basis  only

TALLAHASSEE – The Clay County De-
velopment Authority is among three Florida 
organizations that will receive state military 
grants to carry out different projects around 
the state.

Gov. Rick Scott announced Feb. 22 that 
$400,000 was awarded to the CCDA through 
the Florida Defense Support Task Force 
Grant Program for fiscal year 2016-17. The 
funding will be used to protect the Camp 
Blanding Joint Training Center from incom-
patible land development and encroach-
ment. The funding, in addition to a federal 
match, will purchase land valued at more 
than $1 million.

“In accordance with our principal 
purpose of promoting sound economic de-
velopment of Clay County, the Clay County 

Development Authority is pleased to receive 
this grant that will strengthen the strategic 
partnership with Camp Blanding Joint 
Training Center to improve the quality of 
life for our citizens by securing a buffer from 

$400,000 state grant to bolster Camp Blanding

Photo by Spec. Ian Boudreau, 27th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs 

Bravo Battery’s Gun Team One, part of 
the New York Army National Guard’s 
1st Battalion, 258th Infantry Regiment, 
fires a 105-millimeter round from their 
M119A2 howitzer March 17, 2010 during 
their gun crew qualifications at Camp 
Blanding.

SEE CAMP, 12
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If your church is located in the 32656 Zip code area and would 
like to be listed in this directory, please call Martha Bagby at 

904-264-3200 to be listed as a free service of the Keystone Heights 
Herald Monthly Newspaper. You may also email her your church 

information at martha@opcfl a.com

Keystone Heights 
& Lake Region Area
Church Directory

Abundant Life Church
6865 North State Rd 21 • Keystone 

Sunday service 10:30am
Wed. 7:00pm

The Church Courageous
205 SW Magnolia • Keystone

904-263-3613
Sunday service 10:30am

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
3760 S.E State Rd 21 • Keystone

Sunday service 11:00am

Community Church of Keystone Heights
345 SE Palmetto • Keystone

352-473-4182
Sunday service 10:00 am

Faith Presbyterian Church
2738 S.E. State Rd 21 • Keystone

Sunday service 11:00am

First Baptist Church of Keystone Heights
550 E. Walker Dr. • Keystone

352-473-7201
Sunday service 10:30 am

Wed. 6:30pm

Freedom Baptist Church 
7207 State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-2778
Sunday service 10:00 am • Wed. 7:00pm

Fresh Start Fellowship
7191 State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-6550
Sunday service 10:00 am & 6:00pm

Wed 6:00pm

Friendship Bible Church
1155 Orchid Ave. • Keystone

352-473-2713
Sunday service 10:30am & 6:00pm

Gadara Baptist Church
6779 County Road 315C • Keystone

352-473-3615
Sunday service 11:00am & 6:00pm

Wed. service 6:30pm

Hope Baptist Church
3900 S.E. State Road 100 • Starke

352-473-4188
Sunday service 10:45am 

Keystone Heights Christian Church
3528 SE State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-0620
Sunday service 10:30am • Wed. 6:30pm

Keystone Heights First Assembly of God
8025 Hwy 100 • Keystone

352-473-3432
Sunday service 10:30am • Wed. 7:00pm

Keystone Heights Presbyterian Church
4002 State Rd 100 • Keystone

352-448-9440
Sunday service 10:00am

Keystone United Methodist Church
4004 S.E. State Rd. 21 • Keystone

352-473-3829
Sunday service 8:00am, 9:15 & 11:00am

Lake Hill Baptist Church
5165 County Rd 214 • Keystone

352-476-4191
Sunday service 11:00am & 6:00pm

St. William Catholic Church
210 SW Peach St • Keystone

352-473-4136
Sat. service 5:00pm • Sun. 9:00 am

Trinity Baptist Church
3716 SE State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-7261
Sunday service 8:30am & 11:00am

Wed. 6:30pm

Cross Point Church
Meets Park of Palms chapel
677 Hebron Ave • Keystone

352-473-4545
Sunday service 10:40am

Trinity Episcopal
204 state Rd. 26 • Melrose

352-475-2177
Sunday service 8:30am & 11:00am

Wed. 6:00pm

Rollins 
from page 2

it had been a “blessing” to have had Burney 
on the Board of County Commissioners, and 
called him “an impressive guy.”

“I thank you for your honesty, your 
sincerity, and as Wayne [Bolla] said, your 
dedication to the community,” Hendry said.

Hendry also mentioned Burney’s always 
present sense of humor and “levity,” saying 
that they often helped with the “trials and 
tribulations” that confronted the board. 

“Humor will take you to a higher plane, 
and it really helps to have it,” he said.

Hendry, who served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, wished Burney “Semper Fidelis,” in 
the tradition of marines.

Vice Chairwoman Diane Hutchings 
thanked Burney for his time on the board.

“Thanks for standing in. I know you did 
it for Gavin and that you appreciated his 
service and you do that because of the many 
years of service you’ve given,” she said.

Commissioner Mike Cella said Burney 
would be missed.

“It’s really bittersweet. We’re saying good-
bye to somebody that’s done a great job and 
that’s always had a kind word or fun word for 
us,” he said. “It’s tough to be parachuted in by 
the governor and try to get up to speed and 
do all the things that you did, but you did 
them well and we will miss you greatly.”

Rollins commended Burney for taking 
such an active role as a commissioner, and 
noted the stories he had heard about Burney 
dealing with some issues.

“Those types of things just really take 

the role to the next level in terms of serving 
and not just serving from the dais but from 
getting out there and getting his hands dirty 
and helping people,” he said.

For his part, Burney said the year had 
been “an incredible journey.” Infusing some 
of his well-known, colorful language into his 
parting speech, Burney described his feel-
ings about having served on the board.

“Most people didn’t know who I was and 
that was great. That was not my role in life to 
be someone that was known so I really am 
being humble when I say this – I felt like a 
hot dog at a steak dinner,” he said.

Burney had high praise for all of the 
county’s staff members and especially noted 
Stephanie Kopelousos, county manager, 
calling her “the best of the best.” He also said 
his fellow commissioners were “awesome 
people.”

“I think when I look back I will say I really 
got to work with a lot of top guns,” he said, 
adding that he had tried to make his votes 
“accountable” and for the good of the people 
he served.

“So thank all of you and thank you Clay 
County for the opportunity to serve,” he said.

Wednesday morning, after Tuesday’s 
meeting, Rollins said he greatly appreciated 
Burney’s service, and was glad to be back in 
Clay County.

Rollins served for nearly a year as the se-
nior intelligence officer for Task Force Hur-
ricane and was deployed with his Florida 
Army National Guard unit to a combat zone 
in the Horn of Africa. Rollins, who turned 
30 during his deployment, is a first lieuten-
ant, but is expected to soon be promoted to 
captain.

While he’s catching up with family and 
friends after his March 1 return, he said he’s 

continuing to work on his master’s degree 
in education leadership and hopes to teach 
social studies at a Clay County high school. 

Rollins had previously worked for the 
Clay County School District as coordinator 
of communications.

As for being home, Rollins said “It feels 
good.”

“It’s great to be back home. I can’t tell you 
how wonderful it felt to land on U.S. soil and 
then just to come back to Clay County,” he 
said.

Rollins is planning to host three town 
hall meetings in the coming weeks, prob-
ably in early April. The meetings will be in 
Middleburg, Keystone Heights and Clay Hill, 
and will be announced officially as soon as 
the details can be confirmed.

“The idea is to reconnect with my 
constituents and have them share with me 
what’s important to them,” he said.

In other action, the county commission 
chose the firm of Burdette Ketchum to cre-
ate a distinct, county-wide brand that could 
be used to promote the county for economic 
development. The company was chosen 
from a field of 11. The vote was 4-1 among 
the commissioners, with Hendry voting for 
the second highest scorer, Station Four Inc.

Commissioners also got a preview of 
the results of community workshops staff 
has held in the past months as part of the 
state-required 7-year update on the county’s 
Comprehensive Plan. Edward Lehman, 
director of Planning and Zoning for the 
county, said the biggest concern residents 
voiced was jobs and the need to expand the 
employment base in the county. 

Several more workshops will be held 
before a final report is prepared, he said.

Camp 
from page 11
future development and encroachment thus 
protecting the installation that comprises 
almost one fifth of the county and is tied to 
its economic viability,” said Josh Cockrell, 
executive director of the CCDA.

Cockrell said the grant provides an op-
portunity to strengthen Clay County’s role 
in national security and promote jobs and 
economic development. According to the 
governor’s office, Florida’s military installa-
tions contribute more than $79.8 billion in 
economic impact, and the defense industry 

supports more than 774,000 jobs in Florida.
“We are proud to be the most military-

friendly state in the nation and this funding 
not only supports our military members 
but the thousands of families that have jobs 
across the state thanks to our military instal-
lations,” Scott said. “We will continue to do all 
we can to recognize the many brave military 
men and women, and their families, whose 
service and sacrifice keeps our country safe.”

In total, Scott announced that $765,000 
was awarded through the Florida Defense 
Support Task Force Grant Program last 
week. The two other grant recipients were 
the Greater Pensacola Chamber of Com-
merce and the South Florida Progress 

Foundation of the Greater Miami Chamber 
of Commerce.

The Florida Defense Support Task Force 
was created in 2011 with the mission to 
make recommendations to preserve and 
protect military installations, support the 
state’s position in research and development 
related to military missions and contract-
ing, and improve the state’s military-friendly 
environment for service members, military 
families, veterans and businesses that bring 
military and defense-related jobs to the 
state. The Florida Defense Support Task 
Force Grant Program is administered by 
Enterprise Florida, and grants are awarded 
annually, on a project priority basis.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Clay Electric 
Cooperative’s board of trustees declared a 
record $8 million Capital Credits refund for 
members who received service from 1988 
through 2015.

Capital Credits reflect the cooperative’s 
not-for-profit and member-owned status 
and represent each member’s pro-rata share 
of any margins left over at the end of the year 
after all expenses are paid. Capital Credits 
are a unique benefit of being served by an 
electric cooperative. Investor-owned electric 
utilities send their margins (profits) to stock-
holders, and municipally-owned utilities 
return their profits to city coffers for use in 
road-paving or similar projects. 

Before Clay Electric’s nine-member 

board of trustees decided whether a refund 
could be made, it carefully considered a 
variety of data and economic conditions. 
Following this review, the board decided it 
was prudent to refund $8 million to entitled 
members and former members. This year’s 
refund will be the 43rd consecutive time 
that the cooperative has refunded Capital 
Credits. Current members of the co-op who 
are entitled to a refund will receive a credit 
on their March bills. The number of Capital 
Credits bill credits scheduled for this year is 
approximately 132,600. The average amount 
of a bill credit this year is $28.40.

For those entitled to a refund but who no 
longer receive service from Clay, a refund 
check will be mailed around the middle 
of the month. The co-op is scheduled to 

mail approximately 62,000 refund checks 
to this group. The minimum amount to be 
refunded by check is $10. The average check 
amount this year is $45.34.

Former members of the cooperative 
who receive a refund check should cash 
their check within 90 days. If the check is 
not cashed and remains unclaimed after 90 
days, a $1 maintenance fee will be assessed 
each month against the Capital Credits 
refund. The cooperative utilizes these mar-
gins to help lower its borrowing expenses 
and operational costs before returning the 
money to entitled members and former 
members. If a member or former member 
of the cooperative has any questions about 
Capital Credits, they should contact their 
district office.

Clay Electric trustees approve $8 million refund
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Passion Play portrays Christ’s last days on Earth
By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A coffee shop is the 
next setting to experience the story of Jesus 
Christ’s resurrection. 

Trinity Baptist Church in Keystone 
Heights will bring Christ alive at its annual 
Lake Area Passion Play April 7-9, and in 
doing so modernize Christianity’s most pre-
cious story – the resurrection of the Messiah. 

“We really kind of come in to speak about 
what it really means, why Christ came to the 
earth, why he died on the cross and what 
that really means in eternity,” said Scott 
Stanland, the Passion Play’s writer, producer 
and director. 

“We believe, and of course and I believe, 
that Jesus still makes a difference in every-
one’s life even today,” he said. “That which 
we see recorded for us in the Bible and the 
scriptures is very applicable to life today, so 
we strive in this particular Passion Play to 
relate some of the issues and struggles of life 
that we find today to biblical struggles.” 

Although a coffee shop is initially an 
unorthodox location to relate the story of 
Easter, Stanland said the setting is perfect to 
introduce characters experiencing problems 
that Jesus addressed in his ministry. 

The play begins with a charismatic coffee 
shop owner and Christian among non-
believers and believers alike. Each character 
struggles with some sort of conflict revealed 
in their dialogue together while sipping their 
coffee. The play then flashes back to the time 
of Christ, where the problem is addressed. 
The play runs through the main plot points 

of Jesus’ story, with his ministry, his arrest in 
the garden of Gethsemane, trial in front of 
Pontius Pilot and eventual death. 

The play ends on a heaven scene on 
the church’s main stage where angels and 
believers alike worship God as he sits on his 
throne. 

“We just strive to tell the story of Jesus 
and how he came to affect life and tell 
that story in a meaningful, relevant way,” 
Stanland said. “We really kind of come in to 
speak about what it really means, why Christ 
came to the earth, why he died on the cross 
and what that really means in eternity.”

A full choir will accompany the play. 
The show is quite an undertaking every 

year to put on, he said. 
Preparation for the play begins eight 

months before Easter. This year, the play fea-
tures roughly 150 cast and crew, a number 
that Stanland said is relatively standard for a 
play the size and magnitude of the Lake Area 
Passion Play. 

The tradition of an annual Easter show 
began 27 years ago. Stanland has been 
involved in the play from the beginning. 

“[The play has changed] greatly from just 
a handful of actors and about 30 or 35 choir 
[members] to what you see now. Here we 
are today with a full set and curtains and 
lighting and all the cast and crew and sing-
ers, so it‘s made a vast change over those 27 
years.”

The Lake Area Passion Play runs April 
7-9. Showtime is at 7 p.m. daily, doors open 
at 6 p.m. 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY LAKE AREA PASSION PLAY

The story of the death and resurrection of Christ comes to life next month at 
Keystone Heights’ Trinity Baptist Church using the simple backdrop of a modern 
coffee shop.

“We believe, and of course and I be-

lieve, that Jesus still makes a difference 

in everyone’s life even today. That which 

we see recorded for us in the Bible and 

the scriptures is very applicable to life 

today, so we strive in this particular Pas-

sion Play to relate some of the issues 

and struggles of life that we find today 

to biblical struggles.” 

– Scott Stanland, the Passion Play’s 
writer, producer and director
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SPRING
MADNESS

MARCH & APRIL SPRINGTIME 
SAVINGS GOING ON RIGHT 

NOW AT BECK CHEVY IN STARKE!

1992 MONTEREY 189 SXP
$5,995 RETAIL VALUE, AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, WHITE, 4.3 LITER MERCRUSER. #CU1965A

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$3333333333333333333333,,,,,,,,,,,,33333333333333333333335555555555555555555550000000000000000000000

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
$2988 VALUE STARKE OFF-ROAD PACKAGE, CREW CAB SHORT LT Z71 4X4 #CN2225

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$444444444444444444444433333333333333333333333,,,,,,,,,,,,999999999999999999999993333333333333333333333388888888888888888888888
AFTER ALL OFFERS

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
$2988 VALUE STARKE OFF-ROAD PACKAGE, CREW CAB SHORT LT270 4X4 #CN2227

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$4444444444444444444443333333333333333333333,,,,,,,,,,,,999999999999999999999933333333333333333333338888888888888888888888
AFTER ALL OFFERS

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 HD
CREW CAB HIGH COUNTRY 4X4 DURAMAX 6.6L #CN2231

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$6666666666666666666666600000000000000000000000,,,,,,,,,,,,888888888888888888888880000000000000000000000055555555555555555555555
AFTER ALL OFFERS

2016 CHEVY CRUZE LIMITED 1LT
SILVER, 42,432 MILES ............................... $12,156

2017 CHEVY IMPALA PREMIER 2LZ
BLACK, 18,544 MILES ............................... $29,199

2016 CHEVY MALIBU LS 1LS
BURGUNDY, 22,617 MILES ........................ $16,840

2015 CHEVY MALIBU LT 2LT
SUMMIT WHITE, 45,488 MILES................. $13,898

2016 CHEVY MALIBU LIMITED LTZ
BURGUNDY, 39,979 MILES ........................ $15,360

2016 CHEVY MALIBU LIMITED LTZ
BUTTE RED METALLIC, 42,245 MILES ....... $15,488

2011 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT
WHITE, 58,805 MILES ............................... $22,988

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT
BLACK, 43,519 MILES ............................... $23,722

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT W/1LT
BLUE GRANITE, 67,532 MILES .................. $29,761

2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT
SILVER ICE, 65,493 MILES ......................... $29,883

2016 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT Z71
GRAY, 16,084 MILES .................................. $31,766

2016 CHEVY TAHOE LT
DARK GRAY, 30,248 MILES ........................ $43,688

2011 CHEVY TRAVERSE LS
GREY, 118,817 MILES ................................ $10,884

2017 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT 1LT
WHITE, 14,087 MILES ............................... $27,988

2016 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
BRILLIANT BLACK CRYSTAL PEARLCOAT, 39,433 MILES .....$19,988

2016 DODGE CHALLENGER SXT
RED, 32,139 MILES .................................... $21,988

2006 FORD F-350SD DRW
124,299 MILES .......................................... $22,988

2013 FORD F-150 XLT
VERMILLION RED, 49,293 MILES .............. $24,801

2013 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE
SILVER, 59,684 MILES ............................... $28,672

2016 GMC TERRAIN SLT-1
SUMMIT WHITE, 33,623 MILES................. $19,644

2013 GMC YUKON SLT
BLACK, 91,250 MILES ............................... $21,688

2015 JEEP COMPASS SPORT
WHITE, 43,276 MILES ............................... $11,888

2016 JEEP COMPASS SPORT
SILVER, 9,649 MILES ................................. $14,788

2014 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SPORT
RED, 44,778 MILES .................................... $29,988

2013 NISSAN ROGUE SV
WHITE, 38,953 MILES ............................... $14,826

2011 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 4WD
BLUE, 129,917 MILES ................................ $12,991

Your Dealer for life

See Full Inventory at www.StarkeChevrolet.com
1901 Temple Ave (301) • Starke, FL • 904.263.5531 NOW HIRING SALES PEOPLE. APPLY WITHIN - SEE BRUCE

Your Dealer for life

Oil & Filter Change
& Tire Rotation

Up to 6 
quarts

Synthetic Oil

Up to 10 
quarts

Diesel Oil

Conventional 
Oil Only *See dealer for details.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 9999999999999955555555555555 $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 999999999999555555555555
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Bradford County
Strawberry Festival

April 08 & 09, 2017

Saturday  9 - 7
Sunday 9 - 5

• Strawberry Stampede 5k Fun Run
• Kidz Zone - Tickets $1 each
• Helicopter Rides - $25
• Free Train Rides
• Free Admission and Parking
• Great Food
• Arts and Crafts
• Vendors
• Entertainment and Much More
• ATMs
• Cell Phone charging stations

By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Green Cove 
Springs Police Chief Robert Musco retired 
last week after the conclusion of an investi-
gation into racially charged comments he 
made to a black officer in early January.

Third party investigators hired by the city 
found that on Jan. 12, while scheduling as-
signments for upcoming Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day festivities, Musco referred to Public 
Information Officer Kimberly Robinson as 
his “token,” and that it was therefore neces-
sary for her to be at the festivities. Robinson 
is black.

He then mocked the day held to honor 
the work of the slain civil-rights leader by 
using what was described as a decidedly 
“African American tone” [of voice] during 
further conversations on the topic, accord-
ing to City Manager Danielle Judd.

“To say that I was shocked when all this 
came out would be an appropriate state-
ment – this was not something I expected to 
hear,” Judd said. “You don’t want those kinds 
of comments coming from your chief.”

In documents obtained in a public 
records request, Robinson states that Musco 
had made number inappropriate com-
ments to her in the past in her eight years 
at GCSPD, but this incident “was the straw 

that broke the camel’s back,” she wrote in an 
email to a co-worker in the department.

“I’m hurt because if he says these things 
to my face what is he saying behind my 
back? He obviously feels this way toward 
African Americans. I thought I knew him but 
apparently it was a façade,” Robinson wrote. 
She said she feared that filing a complaint 
would jeopardize her job, and as a single 
mother, she could not afford that to happen. 
Investigators with the Tallahassee-based law 
firm, the Krizner Group, found Musco went 
further on two separate occasions to “inject” 
himself into the investigation by asking his 
subordinates to speak to Robinson in an 
attempt to get her to rescind her complaint. 
She did not.

“This event was compounded by him 
attempting to have the officer, in essence, 
change her mind about the concerns that 
she felt,” Judd said. “There were conversa-
tions that he had with the assistant chief to 
have him intervene in some manner.”

“He said, ‘see if you can’t calm her down,’ 
and he did that not just on that one occa-
sion, it wasn’t just once, it was twice,” Judd 
said.

City officials placed Musco on adminis-
trative leave with pay on Feb. 8, and although 
he received $96,000 a year in salary, he will 
not receive a pension. Assistant Police Chief 

Police Chief Musco retires 
following investigation

SEE RETIRE, 23
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Community Thank You
Special thanks to the Rotary Club and Kiwanis Clubs of Keystone Heights for helping with the 

Mayor’s Ball, held Saturday, March 11 to help raise funds to benefit the 
Keystone Heights Trailhead Program.

1957 County Line Aviation Beach 18.

Deborah and Tim Strickland

Richard Bloodgood, Robin Bloodgood, 

Robin Brown and Tony Brown

Patricia Evans and Oscar Casas

Scott Kornegay, Diane Kornegay, Stephanie Kopelousos, Angela Ward and John Ward. Clay Electric Original Truck

Alan and Linda Pickert Band members were outstanding.
The inaugural Mayor’s Ball – coordinated through the volunteer efforts of the 

Keystone Heights Rotary Club and the Lake Region Kiwanis Club – was developed to 
raise funds for the Keystone Heights Trailhead. And to show how the city supports the 
Trailhead, city council approved this proclamation at its March 6 meeting to stress the 
need for ongoing support for the project.

“The City of Keystone Heights continues to support active recreation and eco-
tourism opportunities as a vehicle for community revitalization and livability for its 
residents and visitors alike; and when the City of Keystone Heights acquired the 0.46 
acre property along S.R. 100 the plan was to create a trailhead to serve as a stopping 
point and comfort station with ADA-accessible restroom facilities, picnic areas, and 
informational and support amenities for trail users on the Palatka-Lake Butler State Trail; 
and the City of Keystone Heights also desires to incorporate sustainability elements in 
the trailhead project, including potentially solar panels attached to the sheltered picnic 
areas, bike repair and cell charging stations, water efficient landscaping, and other 
“green infrastructure” to enhance the user experience; and  the City Council of Keystone 
Heights, Florida requests that the North Florida TPO include the Keystone Heights 
Trailhead in its list of priority projects for funding and implementation under the federal 
Transportation Alternatives Program. This was duly adopted and approved on the 6th 
day of March 2017, by the Council of the City of Keystone Heights, Florida.”
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Westside
(904) 786-7150

Northside
(904) 696-1900

Southside
(904) 374-1339

NOW OPEN IN
Clay County

(904) 606-2964

Call the 
Doctor

You Can 
Trust

Auto Accidents
Slips and Falls

1-888-888-8863



*Subject to Credit Approval. The introductory rate will be in effect for the first six (6) months after your account is opened. Upon expiration of the introductory rate, all balances will accrue interest at the variable standard Annual Percentage Rate, which can range from Prime + 1% to Prime + 4.5% using the JP Morgan Chase Prime (JPMCP) rate (currently an 
APR of 3.75%) not to exceed 18% at any time. Information accurate as of 03/13/2017. After the promotional period, the variable standard APR will be based on your line amount, combined loan to value ratio, and credit rating. This offer is available to new equity line clients, and to existing equity line clients and is subject to change without notice. Owner-
occupied property only and CCB must be in a valid first or second lien position. Hazard insurance required and flood insurance, if applicable. Exclusions and limitations apply. This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

HOME  
EQUITY 
LINE OF 
CREDIT

352.473.4952 
www.ccbg.com/equity

Financial and Tax Planning for today’s busy professional.

Call us today for a free consultation:
(352) 478-8201 You’ll never pay us as much as we save you!!
MBS Financial Services is a full-service fi nancial planning and 
accounting fi rm, dedicated to meeting the needs of today’s busy 
professionals. We use state-of-the-art technology in order to 
provide the highest quality of work for you in a timely manner. 
Still, we’re noted for our personal service and our willingness to 
meet our clients and discuss their concerns.

MBS Financial Services, Inc.
350 South Lawrence Blvd. Suite E

Keystone Heights, FL
(352) 478-8201 • mbsfinancialservices.com
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KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
SPORTS 
By Randy Lefko
KHHerald.com

MIDDLEBURG – From day one of her fresh-
man year, Middleburg High senior point 
guard Hannah Roney has had lots of high 
expectations resting on her shoulders.

In her senior year as the chief ball han-
dler for the Lady Broncos and head coach 
Micheal Hayward, Roney did just about as 
much as could be expected with those high 
expectations. 

Having said that, or wrote it, Roney has 
been selected as the Clay Today girls basket-
ball player of the year as the most outstand-
ing player in Clay County.

Surpassing 2,000 points as a career scor-
er for the Lady Broncos was one milestone.

Winning a district basketball title was 
milestone number two.

Hosting and winning a region playoff 
game was milestone number three.

The fourth milestone; a state title, fell 
short to a wild game against a game soon-
to-become a rivalry with Nease High School 
ending the storybook tale.

“Finally in Hannah’s senior year we were 
able to have a supporting cast around her,” 
said Middleburg High coach Michael Hay-
ward, who finished at 24-5. “She still was the 
leader and captain of the team, the engine 
that made everything run.”

Roney has a four year record of 66-40 
as a Bronco starter with the school record 
at 2,029 points, an incredible 4.5 steals per 
game and a 4.56 grade point average. 

“She is a do-it-all type of player, yet not 
flashy, but is a very hard worker on and off 
the court,” said Hayward.

For the Clay Today All County First Team 
girls basketball team, Roney’s sophomore 
sister Mallory Roney leads a contingency of 
guards and shooting forwards from around 
the county that excelled mostly without the 
traditional inside power of a center.

By Randy Lefko
KHHerald.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – After a 10-5 loss 
to 6A-Ridgeview High on March 1, the 
Keystone Heights High School baseball team 
has rattled off four wins; two district  victo-
ries over Santa Fe and P.K. Yonge and a 12-2 
bashing of North Marion High on March 9.

The Indians, now 7-2, 2-0 in district 5-5A, 
beat Orange Park 8-2 after the Ridgeview 
loss then beat district foes Santa Fe 7-5 and 
P.K. Yonge 3-0 to take the lead in with Santa 

Jones gets first team nod
All County Girls Basketball

PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Keystone Heights senior guard Almira Jones was a high-flying energyizer for 
the Indians district basketball title run and has been awarded with a first team 
selection to the Clay Today All County girls basketball team. SEE HOOPS, 20

Keystone Heights pitcher Conner 
O’Steen bears down with fastball in 
Indians 20-0 win over Orange Park High. 

Indians 
get two 
key wins 

SEE BASEBALL, 21
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By Randy Lefko
KHHerald.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A pitcher’s duel 
between Clay High’s Morgan Crutcher and 
Keystone Heights’ Megan Moncrief kept the 
baselines empty for the first two innings 
of the clash of the two county teams and 
sterling defense by the Lady Blue Devils sur-
vived two baserunners by Keystone Heights 
in the third as Clay rolled to a 4-0 win March 
7 at Clay High School.

Clay continued with the hot bats with a 
14-0 clubbing at Pedro Menendez High on 
March 9 with three batters; Sydney Lewis, 
Charlotte DeNapoli, with a triple, and Mor-
gan Crutcher all hitting for three runs batted 
in. Crutcher also pitched for the win with 10 
strikeouts. Keystone Heights responded with 
a 5-1 district win over Santa Fe on March 
10 improves their overall record to 6-3. Clay 
improves to 6-2.

Against Keystone Heights, after a series 
of strong grounder efforts for outs from Clay 
third baseman Hailey Stone and shortstop 
Marianne McDonald thwarted the Indians’ 
scoring attempt, Clay coach Matt Lewis 
ordered some hits in the Blue Devils at bats 
to avoid a possible upset attempt by the 
visitors.

In the bottom of the third, the Clay bats 
woke up with McDonald singling to left field 
and Morgan Silvas doubling her to third 
base. A fielder’s choice to Jessica Powell 
scored McDonald, but fly balls to Kaitlyn 
Kumpf and Charlotte Denapoli ended the 
scoring.

Keystone Heights again tried to punch 
through with Molly Crawford smashing a 
single to centerfield and reaching third off a 
bunt from Kaitlyn Cline, but Crutcher was 
up to the task with groundouts to Bre Wells 
and a strikeout of Makayla Smith leaving 
Crawford on the island.

An error at second base put Allison Byrd 
on first first then on second before a bunt 
from Crutcher put the savvy baserunner at 

third. An error on a Hailey Stone hit scored 
Byrd for a 2-0 lead. 

Crutcher walked Keystone Heights 
opening batter, Cami Worley, but Clay’s 
defense stopped the threat with a strikeout 
from Crutcher on Bailey Story and a hard 
grounder getting snagged by Clay first base-
man Sydney Lewis.

Clay’s final scoring came in the fifth with 
Byrd doubling in Powell and Denapoli to 
end the game at 4-0. 

Against Menendez, Clay opened with 
innings of four runs, three runs and one run 
with the Blue Devils tacking on three runs in 
both the fourth and fifth innings. 

Against Santa Fe, Moncrief struck out 
six batters en route tot he win with Ashleigh 
Jennings, Bre Wells and Skylar Rollins all 
hitting for two hits in the win. Jennings and 
Rollins both hit for two runs while Molly 
Crawford had one.

On Friday, March 3, the Lady Indians 
beat Orange Park 10-0 after a 7-5 district loss 
to Bradford County.  

Against Orange Park, Bailey Story and 
Crawford both hit for three runs batted in 
with Daelynn Eatmon nailing six strikeouts 
against the Raiders. Story hit a two run 
homer with Moncrief hitting a triple and 
Cami Worley hitting a double. 

Against Bradford County on March 2, 
Moncrief registered seven strikeouts but the 
Lady Indians fell to a two run seventh inning 
by Bradford after the Indians tied the game 
with five runs in the fifth inning. 

In that fifth inning barrage, Keystone 
Heights hit for five singles and got two field 
errors by Bradford to score the five runs. 

In the seventh, Moncrief walked the 
second batter after striking out Bradford’s 
first at bat, but then she hit a batter and was 
doubled to score the go ahead runs. 

Keystone Heights continues with a game 
at P.K. Yonge on March 14, at  home against 
Palatka on March 17 then away at Gaines-
ville on March 17. 

Clay breaks pitching duel with late run win

PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Keystone Heights pitcher Megan Moncrief gathers up for throw to first base on bunt 
attempt from Clay High. Clay won 4-0. Below: Megan Moncrief fires up a fastball in 
Clay action.

Keystone Heights batter Molly Crawford awaits pitch from Clay pitcher Morgan 
Crutcher. 

Keystone Heights batter Makayla Smith looks like a big hit is on the way in Clay 
contest. 
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Visit us online at lakeareapt.com!

CELEBRATING OUR 30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

1554 S. Water St. 
Starke, FL 32091 
(904) 964-2208

25727 NE SR 26 
Melrose, FL 32666 

(352) 475-3113 

465 S. Lawrence Blvd. 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656 

(352) 473-7560

By Randy Lefko
KHHerald.com 

FLEMING ISLAND – Lifting against some 
Class 2A stalwarts including Bartram Trail, 
Columbia and St. Augustine and even host 
Fleming Island High School, the Keystone 
Heights boys weightlifting team five lifters 
with top six finishes en route to a seventh 
place team finish. 

Columbia Lake City won with 44 points 
with Baker County in second at 38 and 
Bartram Trail third at 31. Keystone Heights 
scored 18 points right behind Fleming 
Island’s 22. 

In a strong showing at 139, Spivey totaled 
440 pounds off a 225 bench press and a 215 
clean and jerk to finish third behind a tie 
at 445 DJ  Pimiento of Fleming Island and 
Anthony Cline of St. Augustine. 

At 169, Zack Blalock finished second 
with 565 pounds behind Bartram Trail’s 
Andrew Newman who totaled 610.

Alex Cruz totaled 440 in the same weight 
class. 

The region meet is set for March 22 at 
Belleview High School with lifting starting at 
3:30 p.m.

At 199, Justin Raysin finished fifth at 545 
with the winner at 690.

Indians jump to 7th place at FIHS meet

a $200 value!
Bad Boy Mower Models. Excludes MZ Model. FL Parks Only. Through May 31st Only or while supplies last. See dealer or sales associate for details.

with the purchase of a Bad Boy Mower
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small engine

7333 Kyle Street, Unit 1 • Keystone Heights, FL
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Warranty Center for Briggs & Stratton, Kawasaki and more.

“the friendliest shop in town”
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lakearea.smallengine

PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Dan Dodd hoists weight in clean and 
jerk at Fleming Island Weightlifting 
Invitational.

At 219, Nolan Robertson totaled 575 
pounds for third place with a 300 bench and 
a 275 clean and jerk. 

At 238, Carter Semione totaled 505 with 
the winning total at 620.

At the heavyweights, Matt White took 

fourth at 630 while Dan Dodd totaled 565. 
Winning total was 725. 

See more photos on page 21.
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Roney, mostly a shooting forward with 
inside rebounding skills, was the inside com-
plement of sister Hannah outside shooting 
and stealing prowess. Roney was the inside 
presence against Hannah’s outside presence 
with a 17 points per game average and a 
6.2 rebounds per game. Roney also had 2.5 
steals per game in the high octane Broncos 
attack. With sister Hannah’s scoring record 
out there, Roney finished her sophomore 
year at 978 points and will be the primary 
shooter next year.

“She is on pace to break her sisters career 
record. Mallory is a threat from anywhere on 
the court,” said Hayward. “She can shoot the 
three pointer ball, attack the basket off the 
dribble and she can post up as well.”

For the Fleming Island High lineup, 
struck with three major injuries for the 
season, two sophomores; Aubrey Burke, a 
forward, and Tia Robinson, a guard, both 
stepped up their games in the wake of in-
juries to push the Golden Eagles to the first 
Final Four in school history.

Burke, who upped her offensive game in 
the second half of the season due to injuries 
to Ragles, Molly and Clare, and pushed the 
pace as the Golden Eagles, 28-3 with a loss in 

Hoops 
from page 17

Keystone Heights guard Almira Jones slashes in recent district championship game 
against Bradford County.

Keystone Heights coach Jessica Sykes-Carter with two playmakers, Kaitlyn Cline, 
left, and Haley Julius, right, during tense moment against Bradford County. Both 
Cline and Julius are on the Clay Today All County teams.

Keystone Heights sophomore Haley Julius was key playmaker with her soft three 
point shot.

the 8A semifinal, were able to outgun three 
playoff opponents. Burke finished with a 10 
points per game, a tough seven rebounds 
per game and 112 free throws for the season 
with two region playoff games decided by 
her accuracy at the free throw line.

On the outer circle for coach Joey Wil-
liams sophomore point guard Tia Robinson 
was the go-to dribbler that orchestrated the 
fast-passing Golden Eagle attack with her 
seven assists per game. Though Robinson 
had no three-pointers on the season, many 
of her 11.4 points per game came on driving 
layups and off one of her 6.7 rebounds per 
game. Robinson was also a consistent free 
thrower with a team-leading 166 freebies hit.

For Keystone Heights, a second district 
title in two years came by the versatility 
of senior guard Almira Jones who put up 
steady numbers all year to put the Lady 
Indians in position for the overtime win over 
Bradford County in the district champion-
ship game. Jones was the steady hand for 
coach Jessica Sykes-Carter in a young group 
of players that dug down in the final seconds 
of the Indians district title run. Showing an 
inside and outside game Jones averaged 
near 10 points per game with a strong five 
steals per game and four assists per game

The final cog of the strong guard county 
lineup is Clay High junior Mariah Martin 
who came on strong to boost her points per 

game to 15.2 to push the Lady Blue Devils 
to a surprise come-from-behind district title 
win over Ponte Vedra and an even stronger 
region playoff win. Martin also contributed 
from the outside with five assists per game 
and 2.3 rebounds. 

Second Team

1. Naely Rios: OPHS, Soph, averaged 17 
points per game 64% from the free throw 
line, 28% from the 3 point line,  Came in 
mid way through the season and really 
took the Raiders into the region playoffs.
2. Brittany Range: MHS, Freshman, 12.0 
ppg, 2.7 apg, 5.0 rpg, 2.5 spg. The third 
shooter for the Broncos attack. 
3. Malory Sinsel: FIHS, Senior, 8.5 ppgs, 
3.3 rpg, 68 of 222 3-pointers. Hurt most 
of the season, but still as dangerous a 
shooter as any in the county. 
4. Haley Julius: KHHS, Sophomore, 12.0 
ppg, 6.6 rpg, 3.0 spg, 36 of 89 three point-
ers. Provided plenty of late season spark 
including the winning three in district 
championship win. 
5. Andrea Merced: OHS, Junior, 12.5 
ppg, 3.4 rpg, 1.1 steals, made 42 of 84 
three pointers. Transitioned from strong 
volleyball season to lead very young 
Knights’ team that graduated bucketload 
of veterans. 

Honorable Mention

OHS: Mar’ria Davis, freshman (11.3 pts per 
game, 1.8 assists per game)
FIHS: Liz Labas (7.0 points per game, 45 
of 142 3-pointers), Molly Ragle (9.4 points 
per game, 9.6 rebounds per game), Rayna 
Durden, freshman (9.0 points per game, 
9.8 rebounds per game)
MHS: Katie Bryan, Junior, 3.5 ppg, 11 
3-pointers
KHHS: Kaitlyn Cline, senior, 9.7 points per 
game, 6.5 rebounds
RHS: Makenna Miller, Freshman, 11.2 ppg, 
54 of 184 three-pointers, 2.7 rpg; Portia 
Williams, senior, 2.6 steals per game, 25 
3-pointers
OPHS: Tori Cole (8 rebounds per game, 
70 percent at free throw.  “The heart and 
soul of our team gave us the toughness 
we needed”), Nayeli Williams (9 points per 
game, “Ran the show as a freshman and 
kept the team moving.”)
CHS: Alexis Stilianou, sophomore, 14.7 
ppg, 2.2 assists, 7.2 rebounds; Ginny 
Stephens, senior, 10.8 ppg, 3.1 assists, 2.1 
steals. 

Keystone Heights guard Almira Jones 
fights for rebound.

Keystone Heights senior forward Kaitlyn 
Cline looks for an open pass in Bradford 
County title game.
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Fe in second at 4-3 and P.K. Yonge in third 
at 4-3-1, 1-2 in district play. Bradford, at 1-4, 
1-2, sits just ahead of Palatka, 3-6, 0-2 in the 
rest of the district lineup.

Against Santa Fe, on March 3, a 7-5 win, 
Keystone Heights got an eight strikeout 
performance from pitcher Austin Bass who 
battled against a nine strikeout performance 
from Santa Fe’s Justin McCranie.

Santa Fe tagged Bass for four first inning 
runs to set the Indians back early, but the 
Keystone Heights bats stayed steady with 
three runs in their first at bats to keep the 
score 4-3.

Up 1-0 after their initial at bat from a 
single by Gage Hall that scored Pearson 
Lewis, Santa Fe answered back with two 
singles and a double tying the game before 
a grounder put Santa Fe up 2-1. Bass gave 
up another single and a field error at third 
scored the game 4-1 before Bass ended the 
effort with a strikeout.

An error and a double from A Cox set 
up a score for the Indians off an error on a 
Lewis grounder to close the game to 4-3. 

Keystone Heights upped the score with a 
walk and single set up a two run double from 
Daelen Brown that was followed by an RBI 
single to Hall off a field error for a 6-4 lead.

Santa Fe would not let the game get away 
with a fifth inning score off a walk, a bunt 
and a batter hit by a pitch.

Baseball
from page 17

Conner O’Steen watches his pitch head to home plate.

Keystone Heights finished the scoring 
in the seventh with a Tyler Ricketts double 
scoring Hall who had walked.

Against P.K. Yonge, another pitcher’s duel 
between Keystone Heights’ Conner O’Steen 
with eight strikeouts and Yonge’s Anthony 
Whelan with four strikeouts would ensue 
with both zeroing bats until the third inning.

Keystone Heights scored two runs in 
the third with a Gage Hall double with two 
baserunners. In the sixth, Gary Searle singled 
and later scored off a single to Austin Cox 

and a grounder by Rickets for the final 3-0 
score.  Against 6A-North Marion, Keystone 
Heights’ bats came alive in the fifth inning 
for seven runs with Hall hitting for three 
RBIS with a three run homer in the fourth 
and a double, Osteen, also with a double, 
and Cox for 2RBIs. 

Keystone Heights coach Alan Mattox 
used Lewis and Bass on the mound with the 
duo combining for six strikeouts and four 

hits; including a home run. 
Keystone Heights went up 5-2 on Hall’s 

homer then added runs in the fifth with 
three singles and two doubles keeping the 
base paths busy for the Indians who climbed 
to a 12-2 lead. 

Keystone Heights travels to Gainesville 
Buchholz on March 14 before returning 
home for a district slate of Palatka on March 
17 and Bradford on March 20. 

Keystone Heights shortstop Daelen 
Brown scoops hard grounder in game 
against Ridgeview High.

Weightlifter Alex Cruz is good on his lift at the Fleming Island Invitational. Weightlifter DavidTisdale struggles to control weight at the Fleming Island 
Invitational. 
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School board cuts $1.5 million 
By Eric Cravey
Managing Editor

FLEMING ISLAND – The Clay County 
School Board approved an allocation 
package for the 2017-18 school year that 
would save $1.5 million by eliminating three 
licensed practical nurse positions, five tech-
nology positions and at least seven media 
specialist positions in the district.

The move, ap-
proved on a 4-1 vote 
– with board member 
Betsy Condon voting 
no – took place at 
the board’s regular 
monthly meeting 
held March 2 at the 
Fleming Island High 
Teacher Training 
Center after an 
almost two-hour 
debate. Part of the 
plan also called for 
adding art and music teachers at some 
schools while eliminating that school’s 
technology teacher. School Superinten-
dent Addison Davis said the proposal to 
add art and music teachers surrounded 
the goal of educating the whole child.

Parents representing Robert M. 
Paterson Elementary, which would lose 
one of its two nurses under the proposal, 
spoke out against the measure citing a list 
of multiple health problems among the 
school’s student body. Meanwhile, Davis 
said the plan called for keeping one nurse at 
each school.

“They have almost 1,000 students there,” 
said Heather Huffman, administrator for the 
Clay County Health Department, address-
ing the board and referring to Paterson. 
“They had over 8,000 visits to their clinic in 
2015-16 school year. That is a lot of students 
coming to that health room and …over 20 

percent of those students have a recognized 
health condition.”

Davis said while district staff did not 
review the health clinic data from each of the 
district’s 41 schools, staff reviewed nursing 
data from a sample of Clay County schools, 
schools in surrounding counties and had 
discussions with Baptist Health and St. Vin-
cent’s Medical Center regarding appropriate 
standards of public school nursing care. 
He said the data differs greatly with some 
districts sharing one nurse between five 
schools in some cases.

“The original plan was to make sure we 
had a nurse at every school,” Davis said. “I 
can tell you, it’s very difficult to have multiple 
nurses at a school when they don’t warrant it 
through medical assistance.”

By comparison, Tynes Elementary, 
which has 955 students compared to Pa-
terson’s 966 students, has only one nurse. 
Lake Asbury Elementary has 830 students 
and one nurse. Davis also pointed out how 
Oakleaf High has 2,346 students and one 
nurse, while Fleming Island High has 2,100 
students and one nurse.

The Clay County School District cur-
rently has four open nurse positions.

“I can tell you, every year, we have dif-
ficulty staffing these positions,” Davis said. 
“I can tell we worked hard the last couple 
of days and the last week to get this right, to 
make sure that every school had the ratio-
nale for one [nurse].”

Said it’s difficult to give one school a 
nurse allocation while not giving another 
school a nurse is difficult.

“You’re going to push me and I’m going 
to push you in this community, to figure out 
what we can do for interventions for kids,” 
he said.

The idea of reducing nurse positions at 
schools first surfaced two years, when then-
Deputy Superintendent Denise Adams said 
such cuts could be considered to improve 

the district’s financial health. In the past four 
years, the district has had its bond rating 
lowered by two Wall Street firms after its 
reserve fund dipped below three percent. 
However, with the economy improving, the 
district is back up to three percent, but the 
goal is to keep improving that mark, possibly 
to four percent for the rainy day reserve 
fund.

“We sit up here and we instruct him to 
get us up to four percent and we instruct 
him to make cuts…cut this, this, this and this 
but just don’t tell us who, what and where 
because we want everybody to have every-
thing because we believe in it,” said Janice 
Kerekes, board chairman. “We have to give 
him direction. We can’t just sit here and say, 
‘We want this back and this back and this 
back.’ We have to tell him where he’s going 
to make these cuts. We can’t just say, ‘You’re 
not cutting anything’ and then say, ‘Why 
aren’t we at four percent.”

Kerekes said 27 speakers voiced their 
concerns about the proposed cuts at a Feb. 
27 board workshop in which Davis listened, 
went back to the spreadsheet and revised 
the planned cuts accordingly.

Kerekes said she believed having two 
media specialists at the district’s seven high 
schools was extremely important. Under 
the proposed measure, one media specialist 
position would be cut from each of the high 
schools.

Davis continually referred to the alloca-
tion package as fluid in that, positions can 
be added or taken away with board approval 
under certain conditions. Schools that meet 
required class size thresholds get to keep 
certain positions at their schools.

“So, if a high school meets class size, 
protects all the pathways that we’ve had 
historically, then I would have no problem 
with them making that availability to keep 
that second [media] specialist, if they meet 
all those criterions,” Davis said.

Davis also pointed out that seven el-
ementary schools in the district currently do 
not have a media specialist.

For the second month in a row, board 
member Ashley Gilhousen attacked Davis 
saying the allocation package blindsided her. 
She said the package sends a message that 
the district cares more about the administra-
tive staff than it does “the people that are 
touching kids everyday.”

Kerekes defended the administrative 
positions Davis has created since taking 
office saying that the board agreed to make 
administrative changes for six months so 
the superintendent can have the tools he 
needed to enact positive changes in the 
district.

“I will say that I respectfully disagree,” 
Davis said. “Everybody was supported and 
brought up to speed in every single step of 
the way. I over-communicate. We are not 
top-heavy.”

In other business, the board voted 5-0 
to allow Davis to negotiate a school board 
attorney contract with David D’Agata, who is 
currently serving as senior assistant county 
attorney in Martin County, Florida. D’Agata 
had been the board’s second choice in 
February after Ray Poole, who dropped out 
of the running after taking a school board 
attorney position in Nassau County. The 
board had set the salary range at $120,000 
and $150,000.

On a 3-2 vote, the board decided to break 
a five-year contract with Synovia Solutions, 
a provider of GPS services for the district’s 
buses. The contract was approved on a 3-2 
vote in 2015 with the understanding that it 
would be free the first year and then rise to 
$137,000 a year for years two through five. 
Bus drivers say the system slows them down 
and creates safety problems, while some 
district staff argued to the contrary.

Addison Davis 

Champions of Change 
Shown here, from left, are School Superintendent Addison Davis, Wilkinson Elementary Principal Heather Teto, Keystone Heights Elementary Principal Melanie Sanders, Shadowlawn Elementary 
Principal Nancy Crowder, Clay High Principal Cary Dicks, McRae Elementary Marcus Dooley, Coppergate Elementary Principal Amy Dyal, Bannerman Learning Center Principal Mike Elia, Green 
Cove Springs Junior High Principal Jen Halter, W.E. Cherry Elementary Principal Angie Whiddon and Robert M. Paterson Elementary Principal John O’Brian. See story on page 23. 
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Meet Your
NEIGHBOR

NAME:  Christina Maria Petty
BORN:  Honolulu, Hawaii
JOB:  Travel Consultant, Dream Vacations Owner
SONG:  Nothing Else, Metallica
MOVIE:  Under the Tuscan Sun
HOBBY:  Eating
PASTTIME:  Family Time, 4wheeling & hiking
VAC SPOT:  Any cruise that I am currently on!
QUOTE:   The journey of a thousand miles begins 

with a single step.
 Christina Maria Petty

NAME:  Clifford Phillips III
BORN:  Jacksonville, Florida
JOB:  CB Isaac Realty, Realtor and Offi ce Adminstrator
SONG:   Plush, Stone Temple Pilots
MOVIE:  The Equalizer 
HOBBY:  Outdoor Adventures
PASTTIME:  Wakeboarding & Surfi ng
VAC SPOT:  Steinhatchee, Fla.
QUOTE:   Doubt kills dreams faster than failure ever 

will. 
Clifford Phillips III

NAME:  Cathy Speakman
BORN:  Oklahoma 
JOB:  City of Keystone Heights, Fiscal Clerk
SONG:  Alone, Heart
MOVIE:  Top Gun
HOBBY:  Renovating houses
PASTTIME:  Spending time with family 
VAC SPOT:  Any place that I have not seen before!
QUOTE:  It is what it is!

Cathy Speakman

NAME:  Jim Autry
BORN:  Jacksonville, Florida
JOB:  North Florida Pharmacy, Pharmacy Manager
SONG:  Enter Sandman, Metallica 
MOVIE:  Star Wars
HOBBY:  Reading 
PASTTIME:  Sleeping 
VAC SPOT:  Ireland
QUOTE:   “Every man’s life ends the same way. It’s only the 

details of how he lived and how he died that dis-
tinguish one man from another.” Hemingway Jim Autry

NAME:  Arlene Smith
BORN:  Bloomington, Minnesota
JOB:  Watson Realty, Offi ce Admin
SONG:  Fix You, Cold Play
MOVIE:  Pirates of the Caribbean 
HOBBY:  Gardening 
PASTTIME:  Gardening 
VAC SPOT:  St. Augustine 
QUOTE:  It’s not rocket science!

Arlene Smith

Meet your neighbor is a monthly feature 
of the Keystone Heights Herald. Th ese are 
some of the people that make Keystone the 
special place it is. Th ey work or live in the 
Keystone Heights and Lake Region Area.

Davis names principals 
‘Champions of Change’
By Eric Cravey
KHHerald.com 

FLEMING ISLAND – Since he was sworn 
into office last November, Clay County 
School Superintendent Addison has been 
examining the school district to determine 
what is working, what needs improving 
and what are the best practices that can be 
shared to elevate the district back into Top 
10 status in Florida.

One tool he used to collect feedback on 
those aspects is a nationally-recognized sur-
vey that district administrators, teachers and 
principals recently completed. At the March 
2 Clay County School Board meeting, Davis 
presented highlights of the Insight Survey.

According to results of the survey, 10 
schools in the district scored in the top 25 
percent of schools across the nation. For 
achieving such a high ranking, Davis recog-
nized those school’s principals as “Champ-
tons of Change” for the 2016-17 school year.

He said the first aspect of being a great 
principal surrounds the role of instructional 
leadership, while another is being an opera-
tional expert. The survey also looked at How 
do we recruit and retain our teachers? How 
do we make sure they feel safe? How do we 
make sure they feel incentivized? How do 
we get them engaged into every facet of our 
school system? “The Insight Survey allows 
us to look at strong cultures and that’s really 
what we want to do. We want to figure out 
what’s working and what’s not and what we 
can do differently,” Davis said.

Davis said the top schools in the district 
are not necessarily the ones perceived as the 
most affluent in the community.

“We have schools that thrive regardless 
of challenges they face every day, regardless 
of the socio-economic makeup, regardless 
of the disabilities they serve, regardless of 
the makeup of their community. This is all 
about leadership and connectivity and being 
involved in our teachers and the thinking 
process to support that every single day,” 
Davis said.

Davis and his cabinet are in the pro-
cess of taking the survey results along 
with input he has received from the seven 
recently “Listen and Learn” events, as well 
as “Dialogues with Davis” – discussions and 

district administrator – and merging that 
information to develop a new strategic plan 
to improve the Clay County School District. 
One thing is certain, there is a lot of excel-
lent teaching and learning already going on 
that simply needs to be shared among the 
district’s schools.

“We’ve got to figure out what these 
top quartile schools are doing so well and 
take their best practices and strategies and 
implement them into our bottom quartile 
and we’ve got to stop working in isolation. 
We have to branch out and go to each other’s 
schools and have conversations. We have 
model classroom teachers across this entire 
district. We should be highlighting them 
around [the district].”

The 2017 Champions of Change are 
Wilkinson Elementary Principal Heather 
Teto, Keystone Heights Elementary Principal 
Melanie Sanders, Shadowlawn Elementary 
Principal Nancy Crowder, Clay High Princi-
pal Cary Dicks, McRae Elementary Marcus 
Dooley, Coppergate Elementary Principal 
Amy Dyal, Bannerman Learning Center 
Principal Mike Elia, Green Cove Springs 
Junior High Principal Jen Halter, W.E. Cherry 
Elementary Principal Angie Whiddon and 
Robert M. Paterson Elementary Principal 
John O’Brian.

In the survey, each of these 10 schools 
scored higher than the national average 
of 7.8 on the Insight Survey. Bannerman 
and Shadowlawn both scored a 9.6, McRae 
scored a 9.4, W.E. Cherry scored 9.3, Green 
Cove Springs Junior High scored 9.1, Pat-
erson scored 9, Coppergate and Clay High 
both scored 8.7, and Wilkinson Elementary 
and Keystone Heights Elementary both 
scored 8.6. 

Derek Asdot will remain as acting police 
chief until a permanent replacement arises. 
Asdot did not immediately respond to inter-
view requests.

When asked about the investigation, 
Robinson declined to comment, saying she 
did not want to propagate rumors and that 
she could not legally speak about the case.

“There was a definite need for a change 
of leadership in the department, and I think 
the chief recognized that,” Judd said. “We 
won’t tolerate any of those types of behav-
iors.”

Judd said there is no timeline to hire 
a new chief, and said she has not started 

Retire 
from page 14

searching yet due to the ongoing investiga-
tion.

Musco was hired as chief of the Green 
Cove Springs Police Department in Decem-
ber 2005 after having retired from the City 
of Delray Beach Police Department in Palm 
Beach County, Florida after 26 years of ser-
vice. There, he rose through the ranks from 
road patrol officer to district commander. 
Musco has a master’s degree in human 
resource development from Palm Beach 
Atlantic University, a bachelor’s degree in 
organizational management from Palm 
Beach Atlantic University. He also holds an 
associate degree with honors from Palm 
Beach Community College, in Criminal 
Justice. as chief from another police depart-
ment in Florida.

“We have schools that thrive regard-
less of challenges they face every day, 
regardless of the socio-economic make-
up, regardless of the disabilities they 
serve, regardless of the makeup of their 
community. This is all about leadership 
and connectivity and being involved in 
our teachers and the thinking process to 
support that every single day,”

– Addison  Davis
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City’s jewel completion date extended again
Spring Park renovation behind schedule 

By Eric Cravey
KHHerald.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Already two 
months behind schedule, the general con-
tractor for the $2.2 million Spring Park Res-
toration Project will be assessed liquidated 
damages of $500 a day if his company does 
not finish the project by April 14.

In a special called meeting Feb. 28, city 
council voted 5-0 to grant the extension 
with the understanding that if the project 
then runs past April 28, liquidated damages 
double to $1,000 per day. No damages will 
be assessed on Sundays. The measure also 
allows the city to essentially hit the reset 
button and enter into a new contract with 
Core Construction Co. of Jacksonville and its 
president, Jay Chung, reflecting the liqui-
dated damages.

“I’m looking for Jay to have some skin in 
the game because, at this point in time, we 
all have to kind of own up,” said City Council 
Member Van Royal.

City Attorney Jim Arnold reminded 
council members several times in the almost 
three-hour meeting that liquidated damages 
were not a penalty. He also recommended 
that the city’s outside counsel – the Jackson-
ville-based construction law firm Franson, 
Iseley & Rendzio – draft a new contract 
reflecting the new agreement between the 
city and Chung.

“I’ve already said this several times, 
but in the modification that our outside 
counsel will prepare and I know that your 
attorney will go over it with you – we want to 
make sure again, that neither one of us are 
looking back in time,” Arnold said. “This is 

The pavilion building looks down on the pool now under construction at Green 
Cove Springs’ historic Spring Park. The project was scheduled to be finished in 
December but has hit its share of setbacks. A photo of the pool is below.

like starting new. We’re not looking back at 
you saying we delayed or we’re saying you 
delayed – at that point, we’re saying, ‘These 
are the new timelines; these are going to be 

the damages.”
Arnold said the new contract would 

clearly spell out the liquidated damages and 
milestones Core needs to achieve between 

now and April 14.The city wants the pool 
and restored Spring Park to be open by 
Memorial Day so residents can enjoy the re-
newed attraction, long considered the jewel 
of the city. Funded in part by $700,000 from 
the county and $250,000 from the state, the 
city took out a $1,030,000 loan to restore the 
park. To date, Core has been paid 51 percent 
of the project’s cost, or $1,016,958.

The project hit its first snag in December 
when Core asked for a change order that 
involved two elements – the first being an 
added cost of $24,435 and second, extend-
ing the “substantial completion date” to Feb. 
28. In the interim, a lot of tension began 
building between city staff and the contrac-
tor. City Manager Danielle Judd said there 
have been allegations that Core blamed city 
staff for delays in the project.

“I think we need to get beyond this going 
back and forth and constantly putting the 
city under the bus on these types of things. I 
want to make sure that the council under-
stands … because the city’s out there on a 
daily basis is the only reason why you’re as 
far as you are tonight. Now that is my profes-
sional opinion as city manager and I am 
entering that into the record,” Judd said.

Judd recommended the special meeting 
be held to allow the council and the contrac-
tor, as well as other parties that have been 
brought into the project, to air out all of the 
issues involved with the delays.

“Tonight is the night to ask all the ques-
tions, to have a dialogue back and forth. If 
it’s not clear, ask it again until you get the an-
swer that we need to move forward on this 
project,” Judd said. “From my standpoint, 
it does require daily oversight by the city 
and it’s certainly not our thought process to 
dictate to a general contractor what to do.”

Prior to hashing out concerns about the 
project, Judd said she was not convinced 
that Chung and his team of subcontractors 
could get the project completed without 
daily city oversight. 

The city has also brought in general 
contractor Kelly Hartwig of Cypress Man-
agement and Design of Green Cove Springs 
and Skanska project manager John Clark of 
Jacksonville to aid in project management 
and quality control.

“I, as city manager, need assurances 
from the general contractor, that it’s going 
to be done on April 14 and I cannot tell 
you tonight that I believe that will be done 
without continued daily reviews by the city,” 
Judd said.

In his defense, Chung said he had fired 
his superintendent in charge of the project 
in order to boost momentum on the site. 
He said since Feb. 7, he has seen “a huge 
change” in work momentum on the project. 
He tried to assure the council that he could 
meet the April 14 deadline with the excep-
tion of the railing and the capstone, a deco-
rative covering on top of walls.

“Momentum has picked up – [subcon-
tractors] are on the job. I have to say I was 
a little uncomfortable too with some of the 
subs and whether they were going to meet 
the commitment or not, but today, I can tell 
you I’m a whole lot more confident,” Chung 
said.   

 DeanWeaver@WatsonRealtyCorp.com
Offi ce: (352) 473-6201 
Text: (352) 478-9542
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Clay activist group taps into national sentiment
By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com 

JACKSONVILLE – The latest salvo against 
President Donald J. Trump’s agenda comes 
from one of the most conservative counties 
in Florida. 

Shortly after the President’s inaugura-
tion, a small contingency of citizens banded 
together to form Indivisible Clay, Clay 
County’s chapter of a growing nationwide 
network of activists who have vowed to 
attend congressional town hall meetings to 
make their voices heard – sometimes loudly. 

What has unfolded is a series of wildly 
contentious town hall meetings held by 
representatives and senators across the 
country. 

The Tea Party used the same guerilla-
citizen politics in the summer of 2009 to 
oppose former President Barack Obama’s 
health care reforms and stimulus packages. 

Now, Indivisible affiliates all over the 
country are taking a page from the Tea 
Party’s playbook. 

The difference is Indivisible is not solely 
a right-wing movement. The sign-toting 
protestors that have become a mainstay at 
town hall meetings and congressional of-
fices come from every political background, 
religious affiliation and race. 

The common denominator between 
them is their collective anxiety of what a 
Trump presidency could mean. 

And the Clay County chapter is a grow-
ing contingency. Before the first month of 
Trump’s presidency had ended, the group 
had already accrued more than 125 mem-
bers. The Clay County affiliate of Indivisible 
is the smallest of the roughly 14 chapters in 
Northeast Florida. 

“We kind of have to do something,” said 
lead organizer Jeff Allstadt, who is a regis-
tered Republican and resident of Fleming 
Island. “Some of the actions are so extreme, 
they’re undemocratic, they’re un-American 
– they’re downright scary. It’s shocking. 
There’s never been anything like this.” 

Allstadt, 58, said Trump’s harsh criticisms 
of the press – even going so far as to say that 
journalists are the “enemy of the American 
people” – and his disdain for the judiciary 
when it rules against him are hallmark signs 
of a rising authoritarian dictator.

He’s concerned about a lot. Trump’s ties 
to Russia, the conflicts of interest that have 

PHOTO BY JESSE HOLLETT
Members of Indivisible Clay County protest outside of Sen. Marco Rubio's Jacksonville office on Feb. 28 urging the senator to 
hold a town hall meeting. He says he refuses to be attacked by paid protestors; meanwhile protestors, all shown here from Clay 
County, vow they are not paid.

arisen from his failure to fully divest his 
businesses worries Allstadt that Trump is 
profiting directly off the presidency. 

He stood in front of Republican Senator 
Marco Rubio’s Jacksonville office on Feb. 28 
morning along with approximately 50 other 
protestors who are worried about the same. 
Drivers honk and wave at the protestors to 
show their support and a police officer sits 
in his patrol car to referee the protest a block 
down from the senator’s office on Prudential 
Drive. 

“I’m old enough to remember the Water-
gate scandal,” Allstadt said. “It was a huge, 
huge crisis, because the president [Richard 
Nixon] was usurping the civic institutions of 
the country to stay in power. This guy’s doing 
worse.” 

Every Tuesday protestors with the Clay 
chapter join protestors from other Indivis-
ible affiliates in protest in front of Rubio’s of-
fice. They want him to hold a town hall meet-
ing, but, so far, there’s been every indication 
he’s not going to. 

Rubio told CBS4-Miami’s Jim DeFede in 
February that if he held a town hall meeting 
that protestors from several counties would 

marshal thousands of attendees to heckle 
him. He also called the Indivisible members 
paid, liberal protestors. Neither of those are 
true, and Allstadt has taken to writing “not 
paid” on his comment cards to the senator.

Rubio’s comments have faced repudia-
tion from both political parties. 

On Feb. 28,, Indivisible Clay toted signs 
near Luca’s Italian Restaurant on Blanding 
Boulevard, where Rep. Ted Yoho(R-3) of 
Gainesville was scheduled to hold an event. 
He never showed. Calls to Yoho’s office to 
inquire why he cancelled were not immedi-
ately returned Wednesday. 

Yoho has a town hall scheduled at 
Countryside Baptist Church in Gainesville 
at 10 a.m. on March 4. Online comments 
on the event page repudiate the choice, 
as the church can’t hold the number of 
constituents who want to attend. Likewise, 
commenters took offense to the choice of 
location further, citing that the event is on 
privately held land, meaning protestors 
will likely not be welcome anywhere on 
the premises. The group perched in front of 
Rubio’s office chants slogans while a woman 
bangs on a bucket to keep the beat. 

“Our power comes from the strength of 
unity and feeling that if we stand Indivisible 
and we continue that we actually can affect 
change,” said organizer Sandy Goldman, a 
registered Democrat who lives in Fleming Is-
land. “We’ve already begun to see the impact 
of the Indivisible movement.”

Every Tuesday, each protestor hands a 
letter to Rubio’s staffers with their concerns. 
It’s different every time. Some cite envi-
ronmental concerns, anxiety over climate 
change. They want the Affordable Care Act 
– sometimes referred to as Obamacare – 
improved, not repealed. 

Others cite growing concerns over hate 
crimes. They worry that the number of anti-
Muslim hate groups have risen from 34 in 
2015 to 101 last year. They also cite concerns 
about bomb threats at Jewish synagogues 
across the country. 

“One of my greatest concerns is my 
grandchildren growing up in Trump’s world,” 
said Goldman, who is 70. “I find it to be un-
ethical, immoral – I could go down the list, 
but these kids have grown up understanding 
equality, tolerance, and my fear is that that’s 
not welcome in Trump’s world.” 
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The 
BEAT

The Beat is a look at some of the crime activity reported 
to the Clay County Sheriff’s Office in the previous 
month. Included here are arrests, police briefs and 
crimes reported by and involving Lake Area residents in 
the past 30 days until press time. 

Wednesday, March 15
Levy McCloud, 37, Starke, CCSO, Passing a 
Counterfeit Bill, Fraudulent Use of Credit Card

Tuesday, March 14
Harris, Justin, 25, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
VOP - Burglary

Monday, March 13
Tiffany Georgsson, 21, Keystone Heights, 
CCSO, Leaving the Scene of a Crash Involving 
Damage, DWLSR

Sunday, March 12
Clay Cason, 34, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Drug Equipment Possession, Possession of 
Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis
Matthew Flournoy, 21, Keystone Heights, 
CCSO, Possession of Not More Than 20 g. 
Cannabis
Richard Vallance, 20, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, 
Drug Equipment Possession

Saturday, March 11
Leonard Carr, 56, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Habitual Traffic Offender
Nicole Drury, 26, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis
Travis Westberry, 25, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis
Roy Williams, 20, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Friday, March 10
Paul Hall, 42, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
DWLSR, No Vehicle Registration

Tuesday, March 7
Leonard Carr, 56, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Domestic Battery
Michael Winters, 36, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Habitual Traffic, DUI With Property Damage, 
DUI

Monday, March 6
Andrea Pabst, 31, Starke, CCSO, Petit Theft, 
Resisting Arrest During the Commission of a 
Theft

Sunday, March 5
Michelle Morales, 26, Melrose, CCSO, DUI 
With Property Damage 
Thomas Shaw, 38, Melrose, CCSO, Failing to 
Stop and Remain at a Crash Involving Injury 
to Others, Violate Probation - Community 
Control

Saturday, March 4
Timothy Green, 57, Melrose, CCSO, DUI

Friday, March 3
Jared Rice, 28, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Possession of a Controlled Substance, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, 
Drug Equipment Possession

Jacqueline Stout, 30, Keystone Heights, 
CCSO, Failure to Appear for Court

Thursday, March 2
Ann Eden, 55, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Violence On Officer Firefighter EMT
Jess Horstman, 55, Keystone Heights, DOC, 
VOP - DUI, VOP - DWLSR
Nithaniel Ogwin, 20, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Violate Probation - Community Control

Wednesday, March 1
Mark Hersey, 56, Starke, CCSO, Attempted 
Robbery
Nithaniel Ogwin, 20, Keystone Heights, 
CCSO, Possession of a Weapon or Ammo by 
a Convicted Felon, Grand Theft of Firearm, 
Possess Sell or Deliver an Altered Firearm

Monday, February 27
Carl Bryce, 28, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Aggravated Battery On Pregnant Female, 
Felony Battery, Domestic Battery
Shadera Coleman, 19, Starke, CCSO, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Saturday, February 25
Vincent Banville, 58, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
VOP - DWLSR
William Parker, 21, Melrose, CCSO, Drug 
Equipment Possession

Wednesday, February 22
Charlene George, 65, Starke, CCSO, Petit Theft
Rebecca Morgan, 43, Hawthorne, Fla., GCSPD, 
DUI

Tuesday, February 21
Christy Belden, 34, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Two Counts of Simple Battery
Joshua Elliott, 27, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Possession of a Controlled Substance, Drug 
Equipment Possession

Monday, February 20
Kaitlyn Hillegas, 22, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Saturday, February 18
Dwight Cilley, 47, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Non-Support

Wednesday, February 15
Daniel Coughlin, 41, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Domestic Battery

Saturday, February 11
Grant Harris, 27, Keystone Heights, CCSO, 
Domestic Battery

Wednesday, February 8
Charles Morgan, 43, Starke, CCSO, Simple 
Assault

Gun shooting caper 
ends in arrest
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A man currently 
on probation for felony grand theft auto 
now faces new charges after allegedly 
firing a gun in public.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Nithaniel Santenez Ogwin, 20, 
on March 1 at 
11:40 p.m. after 
conducting 
a brief 
investigation 
at the Gizmo 
Kangaroo on 
State Road 100.

According to 
the police report, 
a store employee 
was outside 
checking on the gas pumps when he 
saw Ogwin and another man walk into 
the store. The witness said he feared for 
his safety when he saw what looked like 
a semi-automatic handgun “sticking out 
of one of the subjects pants,” states the 
report.

The clerk told the two men to leave 
the store, however, “Shortly after they 
left he heard a gunshot, not far from the 
store.”

When police questioned Ogwin 
about the gun, he first asked, “What 
gun?” to officers and went on to 
repeatedly say he knew nothing about 
a gun. Police said Ogwin then said his 
friend “made him take the gun.”

A pat down search uncovered several 
rounds of 9-millimerer ammunition 
and a 9-millimeter firearm. When police 
asked Ogwin about the ammo, he said, 
“These aren’t my pants.”

When police asked Ogwin why 
the gun’s serial number was scratched 
off, he said his friend had stolen it and 
scratched off the serial number.

Ogwin, who is currently on probation 
for a July 2016 grand theft auto 
conviction, now faces new charges. He 
is charged with possession of a firearm 
or ammunition by a convicted felon and 
possession of an altered firearm. He has 
been released from the Clay County Jail 
after posting bond of $30,005.

Convicted felon faces new 
robbery charge

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A career 
criminal from Starke was recently 
extradited to Green Cove Springs to face 
a new charge of armed robbery.

The Clay 
County Sheriff’s 
Office recently 
traveled to the 
Santa Rosa 
Correctional 
Institution in 
Milton, Florida 
where they 
brought back 
Mark Randall 
Hersey, 56, to be 
booked into the Clay County Jail.

According to court documents filed 

by the state attorney, Hersey held up a 
Kangaroo store on September 9, 2016.

Police did not explain why Hersey 
was out of prison at the time of the 
alleged arrest. However, according to 
the Florida Department of Corrections, 
Hersey was in Santa Rosa serving 
two concurrent 15-year sentences for 
robberies that occurred in Clay County, 
as well as a one-year sentence for a 
robbery that took place in Alachua 
County.

According to court documents, 
Hersey has a lengthy felony record 
dating to July 1980 when he was 
charged with a concealed weapon 
violation. He has 10 felony convictions 
in Bradford County ranging from grand 
theft to burglary to grand theft of a 
firearm. He was extradited to Clay 
County this month after Judge Michael 
S. Sharrit issued a warrant upon the 
request of the state attorney.

At press time, Hersey remain in the 
Clay County Jail where he is being held 
for return to Santa Rosa. 

Teen arrested after drunken 
joyride ends in injuries

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – What started 
as an early morning joyride riddled with 
alcohol, crack cocaine and marijuana 
recently ended in arrest for a Fleming 
Island teen.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Garrett Forrest Barnes, 18, on 
Feb. 23 at 4:35 p.m. when he turned 
himself in at CCSO headquarters in 
Green Cove Springs for one count of 
driving under the influence causing 
serious bodily injury to another person.

According to the arrest warrant, 
Barnes was joyriding on December 
19, 2016 in the Keystone Heights area 
with three other teens in his vehicle. 
Police said they 
were using 
crack cocaine, 
drinking alcohol 
and smoking 
marijuana. Hospital 
blood and urine 
tests proved 
Barnes had a 
blood-alcohol 
content of .088 
percent.

After hanging out on Keystone 
Beach, the four got in Barnes’ car at 
6 a.m., police said, to leave the area, 
however, Barnes got disoriented.

“He turned around on State Road 
100, and then accelerated hard south 
down State Road 21(South Lawrence 
Boulevard) where he lost control, went 
over the curb and sidewalk, and hit a 
tree at Keystone Beach. Two passengers 
received serious injuries, while Barnes 
also required medical attention.

Barnes was transported to Shands UF 
Health Hospital in Gainesville where he 
underwent emergency surgery.

Barnes has since been released 
from the Clay County Jail after posting 
$15,003 bond.

Nithaniel Ogwin

Mark Hersey

Garrett Barnes 
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Thefts
3/05 an unattended toolbox and 
power tools were stolen from the 
front yard of an unoccupied home on 
Plantation Court in Keystone Heights.
3/03 an unattended skate board was 
stolen from the backyard of a home on 
Moss Creek Drive on Fleming Island.
3/02 an unattended dirt bike was 
stolen from the front yard of a home 
on Drake Avenue in Keystone Heights.
2/17 an unattended ATV was stolen 
from a home on Spanish Moss Drive 
in Keystone Heights. The ATV was later 
recovered.
2/13 a gate was damaged and 
miscellaneous signs were stolen 
from a home on County Road 315C 
in Keystone Heights. It is not known 
when the incident occurred.
2/06 a pump was stolen from an 
unoccupied home on Klare Drive in 
Keystone Heights.
2/04 a vehicle was stolen from a home 
on Shands Road in Keystone Heights.

Burglary to Structures
3/13 to a shed was damaged and 
miscellaneous power tools items were 
stolen from a home on Deer Springs 
Road in Keystone Heights.
3/10 miscellaneous personal and 
electronics items were stolen from a 
home on Piedmont Street in Keystone 
Heights.
3/08 miscellaneous personal items 
were stolen from a home on Indian 
Trail in Keystone Heights.
3/04 the entrance doors were 
damaged at Azalea Health on 
Commercial Drive in Keystone Heights.
2/27 a ladder was stolen from a 
shed at a home on Hilltop Street in 
Keystone Heights.
2/13 a table game was damaged 
inside a home on Lakeview Street in 
Keystone Heights.
2/02 miscellaneous personal items 
were stolen from a home on Bowdoin 
Avenue in Keystone Heights.

Criminal Mischief
3/10 a broken window was reported at 
a vacant office building on Lawrence 
Boulevard in Keystone Heights.
3/06 graffiti was found on a beach side 
building near a home on Carl Brook 
Road in Keystone Heights.
3/01 spray painted graffiti was found 
on a vehicle and a shed at a home on 
Darwood Street in Melrose.

The 
BEAT



The Classifi eds
measuring up to your 
expectations one ad at a time.
Are you searching for a better job or a 
more reliable car? Have you outgrown your 
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in your 
garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, the 
classifi eds has it all. From automobiles and 
employment to real estate and household 
goods, you’ll fi nd everything you need in the 
classifi eds. 

Put the classifi eds to work for you, and inch 
even closer to your goals.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

call us 
TODAY

Sell your structured settlement or
annuity payments for CASH
NOW. You don't have to wait for
your future payments any longer!

Call 1-800-994-5789

Financial
Service

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

Place your employment ad here for as little as $52 a week. 
All ads appear online. Call Martha 579-2154 

NOW HIRING
Gateway Contracting, Inc. is now accepting applications for 
qualified applicants offering health insurance, vacation, paid 
holidays and 401k benefits.  If interested please apply 
online at www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

FIVE FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

•LEAD CARPENTER
Must be able to perform journeyman level work as a carpenter 
in a commercial and industrial setting. This position requires 
a full range of both rough and finish skilled carpentry work, 
including the ability to work from drawings, specifications, 
and instructions to build, remodel and repair various types of 
facilities and structures. 

•JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER 

Experienced in commercial and industrial work.

•Carpenter’s HELPER

•Plumber’s HELPER

•Parts/Material Runner

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call 388-4799

Public Works 
Maintenance Worker

The Town of Penney Farms is seeking a full time 

Maintenance Worker.  Duties include but not 

limited to routine maintenance of parks, streets, 

and Town Hall.  Must have knowledge, skills 

and abilities to perform essential functions of 

this position.  Will report directly to the Town 

Manager.  Position will remain open until filled.  

Applications can be picked up Monday - 
Friday from 7:30 am - 2:00 pm at the Town 

Hall.  4100 Clark Ave., Penney Farms, FL 
32079  Town Clerk 904-529-9078 EOE 

NOW HIRING 
MANDARIN & JACKSONVILLE AREA

Part-time Evening Janitorial 
Supervisor & Cleaning Techs 

Needed ASAP! 
Now Accepting 

Applications & Scheduling Interviews 
PART-TIME ONLY 

Mon. - Sat. positions  
Fill out online application at: 

www.environmentcontrol.com
or

Call: 636-7515 for more info. 

FAST Internet!
HughesNet Satellite Internet.

High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere.

Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo.

Call for Limited Time Price
1-800-958-6917

Certified Hypnotherapist
Call Holly:

904-607-4380
www.hollysmith

hypnotherapy.com

Satellite Sales
& Service

Help Wanted, only experienced
kitchen professionals need apply.
Fun, friendly, fast paced atmos-
phere. (352) 473-9873 - Contact
Tom's BBQ General Manager
Shawn Goings

Get paid to drive around in your
car!!! Get paid to take photos
from your car!! If you have a car
and a cell phone, we'll pay you to
drive around and take pictures
email fieldagent@youremail.com
sandcastlesolution@gmail.com

Stop OVERPAYING
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call
our licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare pri-
ces and get $25.00 OFF your first
p r e s c r i p t i o n !  C A L L
1-800-749-6515 Promo Code
CDC201625

Help Wanted
Full-Time

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-860-6175 to
start your application today!

Medical Supplies
GET YOUR
MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Card Today! For *Cancer, *PTSD,
*HIV, *AIDS, *Parkinson, *Epilep-
sy, *Multiple Sclerosis, and other
conditions. For free evaluation
call today! 1(844)-766-6734 certif
iedmarijuanadoctors.com

Beck Chevrolet of Starke
is now hiring

motivated sales people.
Apply within at

1901 Temple Avenue
(301) Starke, Florida

ask for Bruce.

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Alquiler De Utero
$25,000.00 y más par Manutencion
Ayudanos, No Podemos Tener Hijos.
Llama a Nuestra Abogada.
561-674-6857 Fl. Bar #307084

CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply
Network! Fresh supplies delivered
right to your door. Insurance may
cover all costs. 800-665-0718

PRIVATE ADOPTION
Living/Medical Expenses Paid.
Select & Meet a Loving Family to
Care for Your Child. Call 24/7
Attorney Charlotte Danciu.
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-s
urrogacy.com FL Bar #307084

ATTENTION SMOKERS:
Stop smoking with TBX-FREE!
Clinically proven. More effective
than patch or gum! Fast acting?
No Side Effects. 88% success
rate! Just $1.67 per day with 1
m o n t h  s u p p l y .  C A L L
1-800-317-0953

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Legal Service

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace
at little or NO cost to you.

Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now!

1- 800-752-2108

$$HELP WANTED$$$
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home.
CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS NOW!
1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com

Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00. Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call today 1-888-403-8602

Help Wanted
Full-Time

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Health Service/
Medical

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Medical Supplies

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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Mail this form with payment to:
3513 U.S. Highway 17

Fleming Island, Fl. 32003
Or drop it by the office.

We are open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday –Friday
Call: 269-2999
Fax: 269-6958

Classified ads
Classified ads are 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

Payment must be made before ad will be published.
We accept Cash, Check, Major Credit & Debit Cards.

Name_________________________________________________

Address________________________ Phone _______________

City ____________________ State _________ Zip _________

Credit Card___________________________ Exp.____________

Type of Ad
Private Party (TVs, Sofas, Household, etc.)

1 Week $14.50 2 Weeks $24.50

3 Weeks $32.50 4 Weeks $39.00

Commercial (Rentals, Cars, Advertise your business.)
1 Week - $23 2 Weeks - $40

3 Weeks - $57 4 Weeks - $72

Garage Sales
$21 - 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

ADDITIONAL LINES are $2.15 each.

Ad Copy One Letter, Number, Punctuation Mark or Space Per Box

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classified ads are 
great for finding 

those perfect pets.

Classified ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classified ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classified ads 
making finding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it 

or find it with Classified ads. 
For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

call us 
TODAY

*FOR RENT 3/2*
QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD
NO OUT DOOR MAINTENANCE
$950.00 MTH
CREDIT CHECK REQUIRED
CALL 904-487-4939

CASH OFFER FOR
YOUR HOUSE IN
7min. & Close In Three Days!
All Other Ads Are Jokes.
We Pay Cash. 866-505-1234

Unfurnished
Homes

Real Estate
Wanted

ATTN: Do you have 10 hrs to
turn into $1,500/mo? Operate a
mini office outlet from your home
computer. FREE online training.

www.WantToBeBossFree.com

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surr
ogacy.com FL Bar #307084

Drive with Uber.
No experience is required, but

you'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy.

For more information,
call: 1-800-578-9366

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Learn to drive for Stevens Transport!
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! New
drivers can earn $900+ per week!
PAID LOCAL CDL TRAINING!
1-888-743-1573 drive4stevens.com

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Medical Help
Wanted

RENTALSRENTALS

Schools /
Instructional REALREAL

ESTATEESTATE
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Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc

Business
Service Directory

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

FREE
ESTIMATES 352-216-9800

PROFESSIONAL
 DECK COATING

STAINS l EPOXIES lCLEAR SEALERS 

l Walkways
l Patios
lLanais
lPavers & More

l Garage Floors 
l Pool Decks
lDriveways
lCarports

Concrete Floors Staining

Call or text Terry 

When was the last time your 
air ducts were cleaned? 

Make a fresh start with clean air! 

FREE ESTIMATES 
321-805-0194

15 years Experience 
License & insured #81-1480200 

AIR DUCT CLEANING

l UV Lights 
l Mold Remediation 
l Sanitizing Air Ducts 

FREE Dryer Vent Cleaning
Valid with air duct cleaning

$35 for first 5 vents $9 each aditional 
exp 3/31/17

Reduce Allergy & Asthma Symptoms 

Call to find out 
how you can get a 
FREE Ion Air Purifier! 

Serving all Clay County and surrounding areas
Fast and in Ca$h! 

Any Condition!
Receive an offer for your house in 24-48 hours.

No commissions or fees.
Call 904-717-5500 24-Hr. Rec Msg.

Go to www.WorldwideLegacyEstates.com for details 

We have the solution for 
your real estate problem!

STEVE’S

AND TREE REMOVAL

STUMP
RINDING

Steve Mintz
Owner/Operator

904-588-6897

Debbie’s Dog Care
Let me love your pet 

at my home!
• Daycare   •  Overnight
 •   Grooming   •   Walks
•  Lots of playtime on my 
almost one acre property!

(904) 314-7154

Win a Jacksonville Zoo 
Family 4 Pack

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 
Winners will be notified. One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

4 papers, 1 price

 904-579-2154
TODAY
CLAYOAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE

C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Commercial Interior build outs. 
Walls built or removed. Will do 
all drywall repairs & painting. 

License and Insured. 
22 years experience! 

Call Joe  
561-350-1686

Reach Over 5 Million 
Readers with Newspaper AdvertisingANF

Advertising Networks of Florida
904.579.2154

Health & Medical
Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00
Your #1 trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call Now 1-800-224-0305

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP 
Get Stronger & Harder Immediately!
Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently & Safely.

Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed.

3944
www.DrJoelKaplan.com

Miscellaneous
KILLS ROACHES-GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Roach Tablets or Spray. 

Depot, homedepot.com. 

Try Harris Bed Bug Killers Too!

Livelinks is the best chatline for 

Call 855-334-7726 and make a REAL 
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 

2 Cemetery Plots For Sale
side by side

Jacksonville Memory Gardens
Apostle Section

$2000 each
call 360-808-0435

yellowbanks@hotmail.com

Are you in pain after 
hernia repair surgery?

You may qualify for 
signifi cant compensation.

CALL NOW 800-636-7117

Thinking of 
Advertising 

in the Clay Today?
For more informa� on

call (904) 579-2154
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

WHY WAIT??!!
MIDDLEBURG IS GROWING

GET YOUR LAND NOW!
IMPACT FEE FREE

PROPERTIES!
AVAILABLE IN:

Middleburg, Keystone, Flagler Es-
tates , Putnam Call CHER FL LLC

904-282-0066,
www.landforsale-fl.com

Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society.
Call 1- 800-831-6309

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

1809 DeBarry Avenue, 
Orange Park, Fl 32073 

TTY: 800-955-8771
Spanish (877)955-8773

Middletowne Apartments
 A POAH Community 

ASK ABOUT
OUR $299

Move In 
Special! 
On select units

Income restrictions apply

    $819MONTH 

Call Today (904) 264-7821

LEASING 
FOR 

3 BEDROOMS

 Ask about 

our low income 

housing
program 

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Miscellaneous
WHY WAIT??!!

MIDDLEBURG IS
GROWING

GET YOUR LAND NOW!
IMPACT FEE FREE

PROPERTIES!
AVAILABLE IN:

Middleburg, Keystone, Flagler
Estates , Putnam Call CHER FL

LLC 904-282-0066,
www.landforsale-fl.com

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

The Living Estate of Dr. John A. Rock
April 1st & 6th

AUCTIONS
Lakefront Houses & Lot on Lake Seminole, 13+/- Acre 

Commercial Tract & Lot in Donalsonville, GA

Also Selling 500+ Lots of Antiques, Furnishings, Artwork, 
Collectibles, Boat & Much More!

www.BullseyeAuctions.com

770-544-7479

GAL #3575 & #2643 / GA RE Bkr. #H-66940        Selling in conjunction w/ Hilda W. Allen Real Estate, Inc.

Land & Lots
for Sale

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

FAST DIVORCE $99
(all cases). Forms completed fully
by experts. Children, Property,
Missing Spouses, Military Cases
Never a Problem! 800-234-2488

Espanol, 727-455-4044

VIAGRA #1
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52
Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,
Discreet Shipping. Save Now.
Call Today. 1-800-224-0792

I BUY RV'S
$$$$ If You Would Like A
WHOLESALE Cash Offer On Your
2005 Or Newer Motorhome Call

817-899-6090

subscribe 
today

Campers / RV's/
Motorhomes

**WE BUY HOUSES**
ANY CONDITION
OR AREA
WALK AWAY TODAY
CASH-CONFIDENTIAL
CLOSE QUICKLY
EMAIL ADDRESS
PHONE NUMBER
(Patlive#)
SandcastleSolution@gmail.com
904-900-2728

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

DIVORCE $50 TO $240*.
Covers children, etc. Only one
signature required! *Excludes
govt fees. Call 1-888-498-7075.
Extn 200 Baycor & Associates,
Established 1973.

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT
Complete Treatment Program. Avail-
able: Participating Hardware Stores
and Lowe's Home Centers

MiscellaneousReal Estate
Wanted

Unfurnished
Apartments RECREATIONRECREATION Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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loomingWellness is

Hawthorne
22066 SE 71st Ave.

352-481-2700

Interlachen
1213 SR 20

386-684-4914

St. Augustine
105 Whitehall Dr., Ste. 109

904-829-2782

Hastings
201 W. Lattin St.
904-692-1508

Green Cove Springs
1305 N Orange Ave., Ste. 120 

904-284-5904

Crescent City
306 Union Ave.
386-698-1232

Palatka Medical
1302 River St.
386-328-8371

Welaka
405 Elm St.

386-467-3171

Palatka Dental
2503 President St.

386-328-7638

 Azalea Health has you covered with quality care
 for the whole family!  

Our team of medical, dental and mental health 
professionals will tailor your health care to meet 

your needs!

We WELCOME New Patients! 
Most insurance accepted, including Medicaid & Medicare.

Make a same-day appointment or schedule your appointment in advance!

Discounted pricing for Qualified Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at www.azahealth.org.

Gainesville Dental
410 NE Waldo Rd.

352-375-3790

Keystone Heights
100 Commercial Dr.

352-473-6595

Palm Coast
460 Palm Coast Pkwy SW, Ste. 5

386-246-3954

Annual physicals are an important tool 
for the early detection of diseases and 

chronic conditions.

Schedule your visit to one of our 
convenient locations today!

St. Augustine Dental
250 State Rd. 207

904-824-3322

Daytona Beach
1425 & 1455 Dunn Ave.

386-323-9600


