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By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – When he was a 
teenager, Keystone Heights Mayor Tony 
Brown spent entire summers at the city’s 
pavilion playing ping-pong, billiards, listen-
ing to concerts and, when it got hot, jumping 
straight from the dock into the water. 

Things are different now. The lake levels 
in Lake Geneva, which makes up the shore 
of Keystone Beach, today extends far beyond 
the pavilion. 

“I don’t think the younger generation, 

the teenagers of today understand what this 
used to be,” Brown said. “My generation and 
up and some of the younger ones that are 
in their 40s – we remember the water, we 
remember all the activities we had here.” 

While the lake levels have changed, the 
pavilion has also changed over the years. 

City officials and residents are currently 
pushing to undergo a major restoration to 
the pavilion. Residents want to restore the 
pavilion to the way it looked and functioned 
in 1921, complete with its original bandshell.

Residents shared memories and sug-

Community session drums up old memories

The shore of Lake Geneva used to be so high that beachgoers at Keystone Beach 
could jump off of the deack at the pavilion. The Heritage Commission recently held 
a visioning session to gauge public input on restoring the pavilion.SEE PAVILION, 2

By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com

MELROSE – Like every good idea, Rooter-
ville Sanctuary started with 33 fully-grown 
hogs. 

Cause and effect took over from there. 
As founder Elaine West describes, “It just 

happened; God has a sense of humor.” 
In 2004, West had already been rescuing 

unwanted pigs, neutering them and finding 
them homes. After a few big rescues, she 
quickly realized the hog halfway house mod-
el she had setup was no longer adequate. 

She decided she had to do something.  

Rooterville workers rescued Tinsel, left, and Holly from a New York auction when the 
calves were just days old.

Rooterville
an Eden 
for animals

SEE ANIMALS, 8

By Nick Blank
KHHerald.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Echo Saunders, 27, 
has been painting and drawing her whole 
life as a hobby, so she never expected some-
thing she would do for fun would thrust her 
in the spotlight.

The Keystone Heights resident’s name 
was recently broadcast all over the airwaves 
of Public Radio station WJCT 89.9 FM for 
having submitted and designed the winning 
entry for the station’s 45th anniversary t-shirt 
contest. 

She spent most of her life watching PBS 
whether it was children’s programming such 
as “Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood” and “Arthur” 
or radio programs such as “Car Talk” and 

Artist’s work 
helps promote
public broadcasting

SEE ART, 2
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Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the surrounding areas 
since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous customer service and our quick pre-
scription turn-around time has enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida 
region with eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy off ers drive-through service, a trained Dr. Comfort shoe 
specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the fl u, shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northfl pharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

 Crossword 
 Puzzle Sponsored by North Florida Pharmacy of Keystone

Weekly Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Volcanic craters
 6. Makes nervous
10. Long strip of cloth
14. Expressions of surprise
15. Perception
17. 2016 World Series 
       runner-up
19. Former Communist power
20. Consume
21. Abyss
22. Regulator gene
23. Card game
24. Women (French)
26. State capital
29. Nursemaid
31. Surface opening
32. Second sight
34. Beloved Mexican dish
35. Discounts
37. Ceremonial staff
38. Support with difficulty
39. Reluctant to share 
       information
40. Song
41. Relating to songbirds
43. Conductance units
45. Breezed through
46. Supervises flying

47. Chemical ring
49. Swiss river
50. Not happy
53. Surgery (slang)
57. Let go
58. Take effect
59. __ and greet
60. Male offspring
61. Notes

CLUES DOWN
 1. Vertebrate oncogenes
 2. Troubles
 3. Imitator
 4. Increase motor speed
 5. Midway between south 
     and southeast
 6. Sir __ Newton
 7. Penny
 8. Ultimate
 9. Gummed labels
10. Quiet and dull
11. Cuckooes
12. Dishonest scheme
13. Adult female chicken
16. Breathe in
18. Pieces of land
22. Of I
23. Type of footwear

24. Heavy clubs
25. Conductance unit
27. Approaches
28. Fungi cells
29. Devoured
30. Type of shark
31. Work steady at one’s trade
33. Vegetable
35. Sound-mindedness
36. Matured
37. Chinese communist 
        revolutionary
39. Large insect
42. Transportation tickets book
43. Female horse
44. Expresses surprise
46. Saudi Arabian king
47. Unleavened bread
48. Christmas
49. Deity of monotheistic cult
50. Flowering plant genus
51. Hairstyle
52. Radio personality Rick
53. Something you chew
54. The 17th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
55. __ Basinger, actress
56. Midway between north 
       and northeast
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Pavilion
from page 1
gestions at an April 6 visioning session held 
within the pavilion itself. Some residents 
stood in the back because of the packed 
house while members of the Keystone 
Heights Heritage Commission unveiled 
early conceptual plans for the pavilion 
restoration. 

Architect and Heritage Commission 
member Don Morgan revealed his vision 
for a pavilion that would draw others from 
outside the community. The new pavilion 
would feature air conditioning, a small 
kitchen and restrooms while removing old 
changing rooms that largely have remained 
unused.

“It will be quite a long time before we 
make any formal presentation to the state,” 
Morgan said. “So we’ve got quite a bit of 
planning time to work with.”

The pavilion represents the heart of 
the community with its central location 
and, more importantly, the memories the 
residents still carry of summer days in their 
childhood. 

The city tapped Morgan, 85, for pro-bono 
design work for the project’s initial stages. 
The Heritage Commission will begin look-
ing for potential grants to fund the pavilion 
restoration. Last fall, Keystone Heights was 
named the 71st Certified Local Government 
in Florida, a new status that gives it eligibility 
for grant money under the Florida Depart-
ment of State. The city hopes to use state 
funding plus other grants and donations to 
save the landmark building.  

Once the city has a better idea on what 
it plans to spend, the restoration will go out 
for bid.  

However, the city must remain realistic 
about its expectations. There is no current 
projection on what the landmark project 
could even remotely cost the city.

“We have no idea what we’re looking at 
in terms of overall cost for the project,” said 
City Manager Scott Kornegay. “We know 
it’s going to be sizable. It’s going to be a big 
project. This is a historical structure, and 
anything we can do to bring it back to its 
original use and function and bring it back 
to where it used to be and start having more 
events and gatherings down here would be 
super.”

The town hopes to have the remodel 
completed before the city marks its centen-
nial anniversary in 2025.

During the visioning meeting, residents 
punctuated the opportunity the city has to 
restore such a historical structure.

“The signature of this place in a way was 
water,” said resident Richard Bloodgood. 
“People came from all over...it wasn’t just 
the water, the water was great, but it was 
the atmosphere. The pavilion, the lights, the 
ping-pong table, the billiard table and all that 
other stuff. We have a golden opportunity 
here...I feel so good about this, just looking 
out there and seeing all that beautiful water 
and landscape.” 

The redesign would also reattach the 
pavilion’s bandshell, which was removed in 
the 1980s. At that time, the bandshell was 
essentially a semi-circular metal dome. Mor-
gan hopes to replace it with the less costly 

“Science Friday.”
 “I’m grateful for how much I learned 

from PBS, how much interesting culture 
and art and new ideas I was exposed to,” 
Saunders said.

In her design, Saunders forms an earth 
with the words, knowledge, wonder and life. 
Saunders said she derived knowledge from 
watching and listening PBS, wonder from 
various cultures and 
environments in 
documentaries and 
life from things about 
the world around her 
that have shaped her 
life.

Although Saun-
ders describes herself 
as a “hobby artist,” 
she grew up in an ar-
tistic family and has 
been drawing and 
painting her whole 
life. She took some art classes in college, so 
when she heard about the contest, she didn’t 
think she would win.

“Frankly I didn’t think I’d be one of the 
finalists, let alone win,” Saunders said. 

Now Saunders is looking to go back to 
school to become an art therapist so she can 
use art to help children who have suffered 

trauma express 
themselves 
through drawing 
and painting. 
Saunders said 
she hopes to 
work with autis-
tic children. 

“I would 
help the autistic 
people commu-
nicate better with the outside world and help 
them to relate to people and things better,” 
Saunders said. 

In the spirit of giving back, Saunders is 
also involved with the St. Augustine-based 
company, Rulon international, where she 
paints wooden toy guitar covers which 
Rulon gives them to kids in hospitals. These 
“cigar box guitars,” according to the Rulon 
website, are given to children with bags of 
various stickers and adhesive letters so that 
a child can personalize their own guitar to 
their liking.

“I’ve always been good at helping people 
and I’ve always had an interest in art. And 
I think [art therapy] combines the two in a 
way that I think I would be good at,” Saun-
ders said.

She said she wants to help children 
express their feelings they have experienced 
due to trauma by drawing pictures that 
speak to their mental condition. Saunders 
knows a friend’s father had a stroke and art 
therapy helped in his recovery.

Art
from page 1

Echo Saunders 

SEE PAVILION, 19
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Letters to the Editor 

Ben Pollara 

Medical marijuana 
implementation for 
the 29, 48 … or 71%? 

 This Month in History 

Eric Cravey

5 years ago, 2012
Orange Park Town Council members 

joined Deina Thompson and her son 
Samuel to dedicate Somer’s Sunshine Park 
at the corner of DeBarry and Gano Avenues. 
The park honors the memory of her daugh-
ter, 9-year-old Somer Thompson, who was 
abducted near the park and killed.

Orange Park Town Council members 
Jim “J.B.” Renninger and Marge Hutton filed 
paperwork to run for the same seat on the 
Clay County Board of Commissioners, while 
Town Attorney Rob Bradley filed papers to 
run for the Florida Senate.

The Board of County Commissioners ap-
proved spending $495,400 to upgrade a list 
of eight priority roads in the county.

A coalition of Clay County business 
owners began a petition drive to allow voters 
a chance to decide on expanding Sunday 
liquor sales.

10 years ago, 2007
Clay County commissioners and other 

elected officials held a ceremony marking 
the cupola being lowered atop the new $29 
million Clay County Courthouse expansion.

Enterprise Florida and the Florida De-
fense Alliance announced a $500,000 grant 
had been made to renovate the single-story 
1950s-era 10,000 square-foot Moody Hall on 

Majority Leader Ray Rodrigues 
claims to have polled Floridians 
on whether they want marijuana 

legalized.
They do not.
Undisclosed interests hired a political 

consultant, who then hired Donald Trump‘s 
pollster to ask the same question.

They got the same answer: 48 percent 
oppose legalization, 
while 46 percent sup-
port it.

I have two 
questions that don’t 
necessitate public 
opinion research to 
answer:

– Who cares?
– Why are we 

even talking about 
this?

Medical mari-
juana has now twice 
been before Florida voters. In 2014, it gar-
nered a substantial majority of 58 percent, 
albeit not enough to pass.

Two years later, 71 percent of Floridians 
voted “yes,” placing Article X, Section 29, 
“Use of marijuana for debilitating medical 
conditions,” in our state’s constitution.

In both campaigns, opponents argued 
that medical marijuana was merely a ruse 
– “wolf in sheep’s clothing,” was a favorite 
metaphor – for recreational marijuana.

That cynical argument – that voters were 
tricked into something they didn’t want – ul-
timately lost, and badly. Voters were smarter 
than opponents gave them credit for, and In 
November, overwhelmingly approved medi-
cal marijuana.

So why is the Majority Leader still par-
roting the talking points of Mel and Betty 
Sembler? Why is his implementing legisla-
tion seemingly written for the less than 29 
percent who voted “no,” rather than the 
super-majority who put this law into our 
Constitution?

Florida for Care, which I lead, has been 
for almost three years, educating and advo-
cating Floridians your Wednesday thread for 
reasonable, responsible medical marijuana 
legislation in Tallahassee. That is and has 
always been our only scope.

As such, it is extraordinarily frustrat-
ing, and more than a little insulting, to even 
be engaging in these conversations about 
legalization. But I’m just an advocate. It is 
exponentially more hair-pullingly vexing for 
sick and suffering patients, who have been 
waiting desperately for medical marijuana, 
to see their concerns cast aside for a debate 
that is neither here nor there.

Legislators talk from both sides of their 
mouth when they claim in one breath not 
to be able to adjudicate voters’ intent when 
implementing medical marijuana, and in 
the next cite polling data on legalization to 
interpret that same purpose.

Here’s what I believe the voters’ intent 
was in passing Amendment 2: they wanted 
to legalize medical marijuana in Florida like 
had been done in two dozen states prior, 
and unlike the existing, overly restrictive, 
low-THC cannabis statute that had been on 
the books for nearly two years before the 

School board ignoring 
building maintenance

There are some hard realities that our 
school district needs to face. Consider that 
we currently have 43 fewer custodians than 
what is recommended by the state. You 
already know of the critical bus driver short-
age. All along the line on the support side of 
the house you see chronic failure to address 
these shortages. Some of it has to do with 
the toxic work environments maintained by 
some of the senior administrators and some 
of it is the non-competitive salary structure 
in the district. Both of these combined have 
decimated the ranks of the people that 
maintain and repair our facilities.

I used the term “decimate” purposely. In 
the Roman Legion decimation was the prac-
tice of punishing a large group of soldiers by 
dividing them into groups of 10. Then each 
group would draw lots where one in every 
10 soldiers would be executed by the other 
nine. When you look back at what has been 
endured by our support staff over the last 
decade, then you understand that decima-
tion is the only logical term to be used.

We are at a critical point in Clay County. 
Two years back I fought for making the 
superintendent an appointed position ver-
sus an elected position. My reasoning was 
simple, the Clay County School District has 

SEE LETTER, 5

SEE MARIJUANA, 5 SEE HISTORY, 11

It’s Tuesday and I’m sitting here 
looking at the blank page wondering 
what to write. It’s not the first time 

this has happened, but today it’s particu-
larly difficult, almost painful.

Today marks 10 years to the date 
and exact day of the week that my dear 
mama breathed her last breath.

The anxiety, 
pain, odd feel-
ings, what have 
you, leading up 
to today began 
probably in 
November. And 
that day, it was 
not so much the 
knowing that I 
would have to 
recall the night I 
walked into her 
bedroom and 
saw her lying there so peacefully, but it 
was the realization that I would wonder 
where did the last 10 years really go. Was 
I standing still? Did I make a difference 
anywhere? What happened in my life 
the last 10 years and the more I thought 
about it, I looked back over a quilt of 
mist and fog.

Sure, I completed a master’s degree, 
helped our son graduate from high 
school and college, saw my mother-in-
law pass away, came to work at Clay 
Today, but what about the plans I had?

Is it unfair to look back and wonder 
if I really got anything accomplished? 
Is it unfair to ponder whether I was as 
disconnected each day during the past 
10 years as I feel this very moment? Or 
is it simply how I’ve looked back over 
the past 10 years to realize – and finally 
honor – what my mother meant to me 
and so many people.

I recall the stories she was finally 
able to tell me about the care she gave 
us while raising nine children. How I’d 
vaguely recall her rocking me to sleep 
at night and the story she told me as an 
adult of her doing that very thing. Appar-

ently, I was a night owl and I still am.
“I used to rock you and Frank (my 

older brother) to sleep in front of the 
fireplace,” she told me two months 
before her passing. “Y’all would fall 
asleep in my lap and I’d slide one of you 
onto the floor and go put the other one 
to bed.”

And then, there were the stories my 
sisters and I would tell two nights later 
outside around a fire ring. My sister 
Laurie told us about the prized red dress 
mama had when she was a newlywed 
and how Daddy took the dress and cut it 
into little pieces.

“He said he didn’t ever want another 
man to look at her because she was so 
beautiful,” Laurie said, holding back 
tears.

While I was shocked to hear such a 
story, I really wasn’t at the same time. 
Having nine children ends up as a recipe 
for nine separate sets of nine separate 
unique memories.

I looked into the fire and around 
the circle at my family’s glowing faces 
and love enveloped us all. Mama’s dog 
Happy – who seemed to carry her same 
loving spirit – walked around the fire 
ring ensuring we were all safe wanting to 
steal a pat on the head where he could. 
(Happy would, weeks later, come to live 
here with us.)

My nephew Mark, who was almost 
like a younger brother, shared stories of 
his Gramma and how much he loved 
her. There was an irony around the fire 
that night at the family farm and the 
home I’d grown up in. We were do-
ing two things that had always been 
prohibited – imbibing in adult beverages 
and starting a fire. Daddy, who said I was 
always a pyromaniac, was asleep in the 
house as we fellowshipped outside on 
the edge of the yard and field.

And as I glimpsed upward at the 
crisp April night sky, I knew in my heart 
we were making a memory that would 
last a lifetime, despite my own personal 
mist and fog.

A decade of mist and fog
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On Tax Freedom Day, which happens 
every year about this time, the nation has 
earned enough money to pay off its total tax 
bill for the year, according to the Tax Foun-
dation. But how can you free yourself from 
some investment-related taxes?

For starters, contribute as much as you 
can to your IRA and your 401(k) or similar 
plan. Your contributions may be tax-de-
ductible and your earnings can grow tax 
deferred. Roth IRA earnings are distributed 
tax-free if you meet certain conditions.

Also, if you keep your investments at least 
a year before selling them, you’ll be taxed at 
the more favorable long-term capital gains 
rate.

You might consider investing in municipal 
bonds, if they are suitable for your needs. 
The interest payments are generally exempt 
from federal taxes, and possibly state and 
local taxes, as well. However, some munici-
pal bonds are subject to the alternative min-
imum tax.

When charting your investment strate-
gy, consider your risk tolerance, time hori-
zon, family situation and so on. But invest-
ment-related taxes should also be in your 
strategic mix – so look for opportunities to 
keep these taxes under control.

This is Courtnie Douglas, your Edward Jones fi nancial advisor 
located at 131 S. Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091, phone num-
ber (904)964-1486.

Investment strategies. One-on-one advice.
Courtnie A Douglas
Financial Advisor
131 South Walnut St 
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-1486
www.edwardjones.com

Can You Free Yourself of Some Investment-related Taxes? 

Member SIPC

BUILDINGS FOR YOUR LIFESTYLE

Coastal Portable Buildings of Middleburg

FREE DELIVERY • SET-UP!

904-600-8633
4544 Alligator Blvd. 
(Corner of Blanding and Alligator)

•  Cabins

• Workshops

• Garages

• Garden Sheds

• Open-Air  Gazebos

Marijuana
from page 4
election.

It doesn’t take a psychic or a statewide 
poll to determine that the 71 percent vote 
was a vote for a broader medical marijuana 
law, or that it was a message that the existing 
laws were simply not good enough.

All the Senate proposals have built upon 
existing law (except for Jeff Brandes‘ “repeal 
and replace” bill, which starts anew), in an 
attempt to fulfill that voter mandate and 
respect the Constitution. Rodrigues’ House 
bill restricts medical marijuana even further 
than the existing statute.

It is both a truism and a cliche in politics 
that, “the only poll that matters is Election 
Day.”

We had an election on medical mari-
juana. Two, actually.

The “only poll that matters” came down 
firmly for medical marijuana.

Almost every week since December, I’ve 
left my wife and two young children in Mi-
ami so I could be in Tallahassee, advocating 
for the implementation of this law.

I only wish the House actually wanted 
to talk about it, instead of debating an issue 
that has neither a popular, nor constitution-
al, imperative.

Ben Pollara is the executive director of 
Florida for Care. He managed the 2014 and 
2016 campaigns for Amendment 2 and was 
one of the primary authors of both amend-
ments. His column appears courtesy of 
FloridaPolitics.com.

grown too large to be effectively managed 
by someone who’s primary qualification is 
winning a popularity contest. Clay County 
Schools are the single largest employer in 
the county and our school board members 
need to approach it as a corporation and not 
just a local PTA on steroids.

For years, I have pointed out the brick 
wall the district has been headed for. For 
years, our school board has exacerbated the 
problem by implementing the misguided 
thinking that all they had to do was spend 
more money in the classroom. They never 
considered that they actually needed to 
spend money on the classroom as well.

We need to focus our efforts on re-
building the personnel and programs that 
maintain our facilities. We as citizens need 
to scream and shout at our elected officials 
every time they try to nickel and dime a 
facilities maintenance program. One thing I 
learned as the leading Fire Control Techni-
cian onboard the Cutter Mohawk is that 
it is always more expensive to repair than 
to maintain. It is time for us to impart this 
lesson to our school board. It is time that we 
rebuild our capacity to maintain our facili-
ties and to adequately cover the services 
outside the classroom that lead to a better 
learning environment for our children inside 
the classroom.

Keith Nichols
Lake Asbury

Letter
from page 4

Open letter to U.S. Rep. 
Ted Yoho(R-3)

As a former Peace Corps volunteer in 
Sarawak, Borneo from 1963 to 1965 and 
living in Clay County for years, I hope that 
Congressman Yoho will give strong consid-
eration to supporting at least level funding 
of $410 million for the Peace Corps and $60 
billion for the International Affairs Budget 

for fiscal year 2018.
The Peace Corps – just 0.01 percent of 

the federal budget – and the development 
and diplomacy programs in International 
Affairs – just nine-tenths of 1 percent of the 
federal budget – are needed now more than 
ever to continue to contribute to America’s 
national security. 

“National security?” some readers might 
say. That’s right, national security.

More than 120 retired three and four-star 
generals agree. In a recent letter to Congres-
sional leadership, these generals wrote: 

“The State Department, USAID, Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, Peace Corps 
and other development agencies are critical 
to preventing conflict and reducing the need 
to put our men and women in uniform in 
harm’s way.” Four of the 121 signatures in-
clude four former Admirals who live in near 
St. Augustine.

And as Defense Secretary James Mat-
tis said while Commander of U.S. Central 
Command, “If you don’t fund the State 
Department fully, then I need to buy more 
ammunition.”

Yet the Peace Corps and International 
Affairs are under threat of deep cuts from 
the administration’s budget proposal. If we 
can’t take America’s military leaders at their 
word, who can we?

Additionally, Peace Corps Volunteers are 
America’s grassroots ambassadors, imple-
menting democratic ideals 24/7/365 in re-
mote, isolated communities in 63 countries 
around the world. Indeed, many beneficia-
ries of Peace Corps Volunteers have gone 
on to become leaders of their nation and 
champions of American principles.

President of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani 
has said, “Peace Corps Volunteers taught at 
my school. I learned English, fair play and 
the meaning of democracy.” 

Yet for an extremely effective and cost-
efficient form of national security, the Peace 
Corps is terribly underutilized. Each year, 
approximately 24,000 Americans apply for 
roughly 3,800 positions, meaning thousands 
of qualified applicants are turned away from 

serving their country and the world.
As retired Gen. Stanley McChrystal has 

said, “This gap represents democratic energy 
wasted and a generation of patriotism 
needlessly squandered.” And demand for 
the Peace Corps remains high: 20 countries 
consistently request more Peace Corps 
Volunteers. 

There are currently 7,200 Peace Corps 
Volunteers serving in 63 countries, includ-
ing Ukraine, Colombia and Myanmar. Are 
these not countries where we want more 
Peace Corps Volunteers? And if America 
doesn’t demonstrate a commitment to these 

countries, who will? And what will those 
commitments be?

Congressman Yoho, we thank you for 
your service to Florida’s 3rd District, and 
hope that you will champion the Peace 
Corps and International Affairs. As the 
generals conclude in their letter to Congress, 
“Now is not the time to retreat.”

Richard Lipsey
Middleburg
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We have the perfect gift for the perfect Mom at both locations 

155 South Lawrence Blvd, Keystone Heights, FL
352-473-8684 

Like Us on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/keystone-gifts-guns-1688792158046337

WE WELCOME THE NEWEST 
MEMBER OF OUR TEAM

611 ZEAGLER DRIVE • PALATKA, FL

Appointments 
may be made by calling

386.328.4123
Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

KARL BAIRD, MD

Dr. Karl Baird is an orthope-
dic surgeon who is enthu-
siastic about working full-
time in our communities. 
He brings over 20 years of 
experience in community 
orthopedic surgery. He is a 
specialist in total joint re-
placement, sports medicine, 
trauma, arthroscopy, hand 
and foot, for both children 
and adults. Dr. Baird is board 
certifi ed by the American 
Board of Orthopedic Surgery.

SPECIALTY
Orthopedic Surgery

UNIVERSITY
DePauw University, 
Greencastle, IN

MEDICAL SCHOOL
Indiana University 
School of Medical, 
Indianapolis, IN

RESIDENCY
Indiana University 
Orthopedic Residency

• Digital X-ray
• Dental X-ray
•  Dental cleanings 

and Oral Surgery
• Ultrasound
• Therapeutic Laser
• Vaccine packages
• Surgery
• Microchipping
•  House and Farm calls
•  Euthanasia and 

Hospice services
• Boarding
• Grooming
•  Pet Pig Spays and Neuters
•  Emergency/Critical Care
• Orthopedic Surgery

MELROSE
8762 State Road 21
352-475-2326

HAWTHORNE
7410 SE US Hwy 301
352-481-4333

Full Service 
Hospital 

with Boarding 
& Grooming

Mon-Fri 
7:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday
8:00am - 2:00pm

www.LakeAreaVets.com

Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

Healthier Pets Through Best Medicine

Walk-ins
Welcome

MAY 
MICROCHIP 

SPECIAL
$2999
Includes lifetime registration.

By Kile Brewer
KHHerald.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – While fair guests 
bought corndogs, chugged lemonade and 
rode carnival rides, there was a totally differ-
ent atmosphere in the livestock barn. 

There, students dressed in blue corduroy 
rushed around throughout the week show-
ing the animals they spent the year raising, 
all leading up to the Clay County Agricultur-
al Fair. Ribbons were awarded to grand and 
reserve grand champion animals, followed 
by the annual livestock auction, where they 

hope to get a return on their investment. 
“Tonight is about the buyers helping kids 

out,” said Jeff Hendricks, president of the 
Clay County Cattlemen’s Corp. “They have to 
make a profit to be able to do this again next 
year. Some kids do have some help from 
their parents and put their money toward 
college. It teaches kids tremendous respon-
sibility, and they are rewarded tonight for 
that hard work and dedication.”

For the auction, pigs and cattle take 
center stage. 

My winning season

Livestock auction teaches students discipline, care 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER
Anna Wilkes, a senior at Keystone Heights High School, leads her grand champion 
steer Sheriff into the ring Friday evening during the Clay County Agricultural Fair 
livestock auction.

SEE AUCTION, 19
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MANAGING RENTAL PROPERTY GOT YOU DOWN? 
Then give our rental department a call at 352-475-1211 and let us 
handle the headaches so you can enjoy a less stressful way of life.

Beautiful Brick 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
with vaulted ceilings, screened porch, 

open deck, detached workshop & more 
(H-358) 

5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home includes mother-in-law 
suite, new roof, dock, sitting on just over an acre 

(Wh-210)

Great half acre parcels ready for your new home - 
8 to choose from, all with paved road frontage, 

convenient to town. Owner Financing Available 
(L-199)

14 plus acres with 350 feet of lake frontage sloping 
gently from road to lake, private setting. Paved road 

frontage. (WL-032)

Have a big family? Look no further. Th is 5 bedroom, 
3 bath 2,900 sf home is a real crowd pleaser. 4 acres 

with open plan, handicap shower & more 

Spectacular Lakefront Living 
right on the water, 3/2, docks, lift , move-in ready 

(WH-239)

$428,900
LAKE SANTA FE LOCATED IN 

KEYSTONE
$350,000

Small but Real Chamer, Updated 3/1 
convenient to town, fenced, wood tile woods, 

quiet rural setting, great price 
(H-357)

Stunning Crystal Clear waters on Gillis Lake - 3 bed-
room, 3 bath with over 2,100 sf, numberous amenties 

& fantastic sunsets. (WH-236) 

10 acres (MOL) Zoned Commercial BB & AR, Clay 
County, across Rails-to-trails on SR 100 - a great buy 

(A-161) 

Waterfront with over 2,400 sf, 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
in great neighborhood, great skiing and panoramic 

views (WH-238 CL)

Home Finder
Looking to buy or sell? We’re here to serve you.

C.B. Isaac Realty
“We make it Happen”

(352) 475-2199
cbisaacrealty.com
Licensed Florida and Georgia Broker

$244,900

$12,900

$175,000

$169,000

$259,900

$90,000

$159,000

$94,500

LAKE GENEVA 
& POOL

$$$$GENEVA LAKE ESTATES

OWNER 
FINANCING 
LOTS

$$$LAKE GOODSON

GILLIS LAKE

UNDER $100,000

ZONED 
COMMERCIAL

LAKE GENEVA 
WATERFRONT

TEAL TILE
Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423
• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit Our
Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 9 am - Noon

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Se Habla Espanol!

260 S. Lawrence Blvd.
Keystone Hgts., FL 32656

352-473-2600

85 N.E. 351 Hwy
P. O.  Box 806

Cross City, FL 32628
352-498-5007

James Minesinger, O.D.
Optometrist

By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com

ORANGE PARK – For weeks after the GOP 
proposed a replacement to the Affordable 
Care Act, constituent town halls became no 
more than boxing rings and representatives 
their punching bags. 

The abuse grew so severe, Senator Marco 
Rubio refused to hold town hall meetings, 
saying to reporters he believed liberal 
activists were going to marshal a garrison of 

supporters to heckle him. 
Though the new but failed health care 

plan dust has settled, animus lingers, as Con-
gressmen Ted Yoho (R-3) discovered April 9 
a town hall meeting he hosted at Ridgeview 
High School.

Liberals and conservatives shuffled in 
en masse, roughly 150 in total. It would be a 
long day, the first of three meetings sched-
uled for Saturday alone. And he faced some 
tough questions. 

Frustrations, partisan schism 
deepen at Yoho town hall

STAFF PHOTO BY JESSE HOLLETT
Sheri Mullane, standing in white, argues with Republican Congressman Ted 
Yoho(R-3) regarding his vote on Planned Parenthood during a town hall-style 
meeting held April 9 at Ridgeview High. 

SEE TOWN, 10



8 KH Herald      April 20, 2017 KHHerald.com 

Fun   HumorA
N
D

Non-Sequitur

Flying McCoys

Ziggy

In The Bleachers

Real Life Adventures

More than 13 years later, Rooterville has 
grown to house more than 300 animals on a 
30-acre farm near Melrose. But today, Root-
erville is not just a sanctuary for unwanted 
and forgotten hogs. It also provides a safe 
haven for cows, chickens, turkeys, dogs, cats, 
goats and bees. 

On any given day, the hogs roam free on 
the property chewing on peanut hay and 
rolling around in mud holes to cool down. 

Each has the dignity of a name, and the 
burden of a story. On hot days, you’ll find 
Temple and Lulu laying on each other in the 
shade. 

Lulu, a 400-plus pound farm pig was 
discovered roaming the streets of Tampa by 
wildlife authorities. At the time, she was only 
a farm piglet, a fraction of the size she would 
grow to be. When she arrived at Rooterville, 
the other hogs shunned and bullied her. 

Temple, the Australian cattle dog ad-
opted by the sanctuary, shielded Lulu from 
the abuse, which has made them insepa-
rable ever since. 

Rooterville workers focus on ensuring 
the animals’ time at the sanctuary is different 
from their pasts. It’s part of the reason why 
nearly every worker is either a vegetarian or 
vegan. 

“My main reason was the welfare of the 
animals, how they’re been treated on factory 
farms, where over 95 percent of the meat 
in grocery stores come from,” West said. 
“When I saw that I knew that was something 
I could not morally and ethically support, so 
I stopped.” 

West has lived meat free for 22 years, and 
uses the sanctuary to help educate others 
about living vegetarian or vegan as well.

Some animals from Rooterville come 
from factory farms, so the workers see 
firsthand the after effects it can have on the 
animals. 

Stella, the 400-pound farm pig, likely was 
a breeding sow in a factory farm. She lived 
her first five years in a cage. 

In 2006, Stella fell off the back of a truck 
on the way to a slaughterhouse. She col-
lapsed in a family’s driveway on the brink of 
death. When she was brought to the sanctu-
ary, workers realized she would live with 
partial paralysis for the rest of her life from 
her mistreatment. While she has since died, 
Rooterville uses Stella’s story to advocate 
against the horrors of factory farms.

Rooterville often brings in pigs whose 
former owners were simply duped into 
thinking they bought a “teacup pig,” which 
does not exist as a breed. When their buyer 
realizes the pig is not a teacup, they seek to 
abandon it somewhere. 

“There’s just such a need for it,” said 
Chloe Dercks, an intern living at the sanctu-
ary for two months. “There’s all these animals 
that don’t have homes and there’s just not 
enough sanctuaries in the country in order 
to house all of them – especially pigs.” 

Pigs are expensive to care for, especially 
when it comes to medical care. Pigs are 
prone to foot infections, for instance, that 
can erode the bones in their feet. 

Rooterville is looking at moving to a 
new location as they are currently near 
overcapacity and are eyeing acreage near 
the Orlando area. When they find it, they’ll 
begin a massive donation drive to help fund 
the move. 

Animals
from page 1
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JUST 
REDUCED OVER

$1,
000

!
JUST 

REDUCED OVER

$3,
431

!

904-272-2200
1166 Blanding Blvd.

Orange Park

GORDONCHEVY.COM

$12,981 $20,550
CARFAX 1-Owner, Excellent Condition. JUST REPRICED FROM 
$13,981, FUEL EFFICIENT 35 MPG Hwy/25 MPG City! LT trim. 
Alloy Wheels, AUDIO SYSTEM FEATURE, USB PORT, Satellite 
Radio, Remote Engine Start, CD Player, DRAGON GREEN 
METALLIC. P18682

 2015 CHEVROLET SONIC HATCH LT AUTO
CARFAX 1-Owner, Excellent Condition, ONLY 7,675 Miles! REDUCED 
FROM $23,981!, EPA 32 MPG Hwy/22 MPG City!, PRICED TO MOVE 
$1,200 below NADA Retail! Heated Seats, CONVENIENCE PACKAGE, 
TRANSMISSION, 6-SPEED AUTOMATIC WITH.. Back-Up Camera A 
GREAT TIME TO BUY priced $1,200 below NADA Retail. P18540

2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX FWD LT

Serving Keystone, 
Melrose & Starke

Flowers & Gifts
352.473.9201
800.583.9071
370 S.E. Sylvan Way

Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Sandy@FlowerPetalsInc.com
www.FlowerPetalsInc.com  

Flower Petals
Mother’s Day, May 14 

FREE weekday 
delivery 
for local 

MOTHER’S DAY 
orders.

 DeanWeaver@WatsonRealtyCorp.com
Offi ce: (352) 473-6201 
Text: (352) 478-9542

I t’s Your Day
Bridal & Formal Boutique

•  Bridal plus 
Custom Designs

•  Tuxedos & 
Prom Dresses

• Alterations

212 E. Call St., Starke, FL
904.964.3100

facebook.com/ItsYourDayBridal
www.ItsYourDayBridalOnline.com

BRIDES:
Enjoy Your 

Honeymoon 
On Us

Call for more details
(excludes travel to/from destination) 

$40 OFF
New Dress 
Purchase & 

Tuxedo Rental

• WELLS • PUMP REPAIR 
• WATER TREATMENT

352.473.0534 
969 SE St Rd 100

Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

DR ILL ING INC.

$100 OFF
Iron Filter or 

Water Softner
with this ad

By Jesse Hollett
KHHerald.com

ORANGE PARK – An all-volunteer nonprofit 
organization formed to care for and sterilize 
growing feline colonies finally has its fangs. 

After incorporating in November, Com-
munity Critter Care of Clay County – oth-
erwise known as 5C – has officially begun 
larger scale operations to trap, sterilize 
and release feral and abandoned cats and 
educate area residents on how to live in 
symbiosis with them. 

And although they’ve only sterilized 
approximately two dozen cats so far, the 
overall goal of the group of about a dozen is 
to stop colony growth so the cats can die out 
naturally. 

“We’re trying to blend the community, 
and community cats, so that each exists in a 
balanced way,” said Jane Hawley, 5C secre-
tary. “If the cats are bothering the people…
we deter that and help the residents learn 
how to effectively live with the wildlife.”

They’ve got their work cut out for them. 
Currently, it’s kitten season, so it should 

come as no surprise that colonies that aren’t 
sterilized will have a few new additions 
soon. The group is based primarily out of 
Orange Park, where the group has its roots, 
but it has begun to extend into other areas, 
such as Middleburg. 

The group formed in 2014 after an even-
tually tabled Orange Park Town Council 
ordinance that would have made it illegal for 
colony caretakers and residents to feed feral 

Volunteers care for feral cat colonies

colonies drew fierce criticism from animal 
lovers throughout the town. 

Eventually, a number of those most vo-
cally against the ordinance banded together 
to form the nonprofit. 

The group meets monthly to identify new 
areas to trap. However, Hawley tends to keep 
those locations secret so those who wish to 
do the cats harm can’t find them as easily. 

She said there are those who believe the 
best method for controlling cat populations 
is to kill feral cats. She said, however, when 
the cats are killed, other cats move in to fill 
the vacuum. 

By sterilizing entire populations, the cats 

STAFF PHOTO BY JESSE HOLLETT

Jane Hawley is one of many volunteers with Community Critter Care of Clay County, 
a nonprofit that traps, neuters and releases feral cats.

SEE CATS, 12
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Unlocking the equity in your home is easier than you think. With 
a Home Equity Line of Credit from Capital City Bank, you’ll see how the 
return on your investment can fund a dream vacation, home improvements 
or college expenses.

Apply for it just like a loan, and once you’re approved you can access 
this cash – up to your full available credit limit – whenever you’d like, for 
whatever you’d like. Go online or stop by today to apply.*

*Subject to credit and property approval. The introductory rate will be in effect for the first six (6) months after your account is opened. Upon expiration of the introductory rate, all balances will accrue interest at the 
variable standard Annual Percentage Rate, which can range from Prime + 1% to Prime + 5% using the JP Morgan Chase Prime (JPMCP) rate (currently an APR of 4.00%) not to exceed 18% at any time. Information accurate as of 
03/16/2017. After the promotional period, the variable standard APR will be based on your line amount, combined loan to value ratio, and credit rating. This offer is available to new equity line clients, and to existing equity line 
clients and is subject to change without notice. Hazard insurance required and flood insurance, if applicable. Exclusions and limitations apply.No closing costs (except for survey if need) will be assessed on lines up to $250,000, 
subject to the following conditions: (1) if applicable, Borrower will pay for the second and any subsequent valuations of the property; (2) in the event it becomes necessary to have a property survey conducted, Borrower will be 
responsible for the associated costs. Borrower will participate in closing costs for lines exceeding $250,000. Minimum line of $10,000 required. If you close your Credit Line and we release our lien within three (3) years from the 
date of closing, you will owe a prepayment penalty of 2% of the line amount not to exceed $1,500. Consult your tax advisor about possible tax benefits. Owner-occupied property only and CCB must be in a valid first or second 
lien position. Refer to loan application or ask your banker for complete details. This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

1.99%*

APR/6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATE

5.00%*

APR/CURRENT VARIABLE RATE

No Closing Costs*

Apply today at: 
ccbg.com/equity

What does your home equity look like? 
Located in Hitchcock’s Plaza 

Barber, Fades 
and Flat Tops

Mens 
Mondays 

$9.95 
on a walk-in 
basis  only

Specializing 
in a look for 
just you...

L t d i Hit hhhhhhhhhhhhhh k’ PPPPPPPPPPPPPlll Thrix 
Thursdays

Buy 2 get 1 
FREE

facebook.com/lovethehaircolour

Revels Nationwide
RV Accessories

Low Prices • Parts & Accessories
Ship Any Where • All Makes & Models

1-800-473-8357
206 W. Madison St., Starke, FL

Town
from page 7
When asked the likelihood of a govern-
ment shutdown in the event Congress does 
not agree on a budget up, Yoho appeared 
optimistic.

“I don’t foresee that happening, and our 
goal is to stop that from happening,” he said. 
“Our goal is to change that, so it moves more 
like a business,” Yoho said, referring to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s vision of government, 
having come into power from his previous 
role as a real estate mogul. 

President Trump hopes to pay for a wall 
across the U.S.-Mexico border, in part, by 
trimming and otherwise cutting domes-
tic programs, many of which have broad 
bipartisan support. Democrats also appear 
unlikely to fund a $54 billion increase in 
military spending. 

Additionally, the two parties seem to be 
heading towards another battle on Planned 
Parenthood funding this year.

Yoho had a battle of his own about 
Planned Parenthood funding when he was 
asked if he would vote to fund it.  

“As a devout Christian, I am very much 
for Planned Parenthood because I want 
contraceptives. You, as a veterinarian, ought 
to want women to have breast checks, cervi-
cal and cancer checks. Will you vote to fund 

Planned Parenthood?” said Carolyn William-
son, who was in the audience. 

“No,” Yoho said. Claps rang out from the 
audience, followed soon after by members 
of the audience holding their arms up in an 
‘X’ to signal their disdain.  

“I believe life begins at conception,” he 
said.  

Sheri Mallane of Fleming Island stood 
from the audience out of turn and said, “That 
has nothing to do with Planned Parenthood, 
she just – I had a biopsy yesterday, OK, 
where am I going to go?”

 Yoho’s chief of staff urged Mallane to sit 
down. Nevertheless, she persisted. 

“I am a woman, and I think besides birth 
control – no, I’m not going to sit down – this 
is important. This woman asked a very 
important question. You should give her an 
answer,” Mallane said.

Yoho went on to say that he, and the 
voters who elected him, don’t want taxpayer 
dollars going to a center that performs abor-
tions. Half the room cheered while the other 
half booed.  

Some in the group that booed Yoho were 
part of the grassroots protest group Indivis-
ible. Indivisible, and its Clay County affiliate, 
are a growing nationwide network of activ-
ists who have vowed to attend congressio-
nal town hall meetings to oppose Trump’s 
agenda and what they see as unacceptable 
changes in government. 

Former staffers for President Obama 
created the Indivisible protest guide using 
the Tea Party’s playbook. The Tea Party is 
a similar group of guerilla-citizen protest-
ers that formed in the summer of 2009 to 
oppose President Obama’s health care and 
stimulus packages. The group espoused 
right-wing beliefs. 

Indivisible Clay formed on President 
Trump’s inauguration day and has grown to 
about 150 activists since. Indivisible Clay is 
the smallest cadre in Northeast Florida. 

Indivisible Organizer Jeff Allstadt of 
Fleming Island said the organization has 
approximately 4,600 members currently in 
Northeast Florida, and that the Clay affiliate 
has been joining with others more frequent-
ly to stage protests and rallies. 

Indivisible had roughly 60 members 
present at the April 8 town hall. 

Citizens asked Yoho about his stance 
on Syria. Two weeks ago, President Trump 
ordered 59 Tomahawk missiles fired at the 
government-controlled Shayrat Air Base 
near Homs without congressional approval. 
The strike was meant to rebuke President 
Bashar al-Assad’s use of chemical weapons 
on his own people.

Response to the attack remained mostly 
mixed in Congress as some supported the 
strike while others seemed to question Presi-
dent Trump’s decision.

“I can’t commit to an actual war,” Yoho 
said. “But a surgical bombing” is something 
he supports. 

When asked why Yoho voted not to 
support President Obama’s campaign to 
overthrow Assad, Yoho said it wasn’t the 
right time to get involved, but now there has 
been “five more years of slaughter.” 

When the crowd began to heckle him, he 
said, “Where in the constitution does it say 
we should respond to humanitarian” crises.

The crowd responded for him: “The 
Bible,” three people yelled.  

His view of America staying out of global 
humanitarian needs extended to its involve-
ment in health care and education. He said 
the Department of Education has become a 
“federal bureaucracy.” “Get government out 
of health care and education,” he said. 

Party dogma largely colored the atmo-
sphere of the town hall. Trump supporters 
largely found the town hall informative, 
while opponents found it somewhat frustrat-
ing.

Audience member Ken Marrow stood 
in the back of the Ridgeview High cafeteria 
wearing a hat with a Donald Trump pin on 
it. He said the town hall was informative and 
much better organized than previous town 
halls he had attended. He rebuked Indivis-
ible members, however. 

“The people from Indivisible dominate 
every meeting, that’s their whole intent,” 
Marrow said.  

Speakers were chosen at random so 
everyone would have a fair chance to ask 
their questions. At this particular meeting, 
Marrow said the Indivisible members had 
enough bodies in the room to ask more 
questions than others.

Come the end of the one-hour town hall, 
Mallane remained rather frustrated about 
Yoho’s answers. Mallane is not an Indivisible 
member, rather just a resident of Fleming 
Island who is concerned.

“All of these people asked very good 
questions and we did not get very good 
answers,” she said.
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If your church is located in the 32656 Zip code area and would 
like to be listed in this directory, please call Martha Bagby at 

904-264-3200 to be listed as a free service of the Keystone Heights 
Herald Monthly Newspaper. You may also email her your church 

information at martha@opcfl a.com

Keystone Heights 
& Lake Region Area
Church Directory

Abundant Life Church
6865 North State Rd 21 • Keystone 

Sunday service 10:30am
Wed. 7:00pm

The Church Courageous
205 SW Magnolia • Keystone

904-263-3613
Sunday service 10:30am

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
3760 S.E State Rd 21 • Keystone

Sunday service 11:00am

Community Church of Keystone Heights
345 SE Palmetto • Keystone

352-473-4182
Sunday service 10:00 am

Faith Presbyterian Church
2738 S.E. State Rd 21 • Keystone

Sunday service 11:00am

First Baptist Church of Keystone Heights
550 E. Walker Dr. • Keystone

352-473-7201
Sunday service 10:30 am

Wed. 6:30pm

Freedom Baptist Church 
7207 State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-2778
Sunday service 10:00 am • Wed. 7:00pm

Fresh Start Fellowship
7191 State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-6550
Sunday service 10:00 am & 6:00pm

Wed 6:00pm

Friendship Bible Church
1155 Orchid Ave. • Keystone

352-473-2713
Sunday service 10:30am & 6:00pm

Gadara Baptist Church
6779 County Road 315C • Keystone

352-473-3615
Sunday service 11:00am & 6:00pm

Wed. service 6:30pm

Hope Baptist Church
3900 S.E. State Road 100 • Starke

352-473-4188
Sunday service 10:45am 

Keystone Heights Christian Church
3528 SE State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-0620
Sunday service 10:30am • Wed. 6:30pm

Keystone Heights First Assembly of God
8025 Hwy 100 • Keystone

352-473-3432
Sunday service 10:30am • Wed. 7:00pm

Keystone Heights Presbyterian Church
4002 State Rd 100 • Keystone

352-448-9440
Sunday service 10:00am

Keystone United Methodist Church
4004 S.E. State Rd. 21 • Keystone

352-473-3829
Sunday service 8:00am, 9:15 & 11:00am

Lake Hill Baptist Church
5165 County Rd 214 • Keystone

352-476-4191
Sunday service 11:00am & 6:00pm

St. William Catholic Church
210 SW Peach St • Keystone

352-473-4136
Sat. service 5:00pm • Sun. 9:00 am

Trinity Baptist Church
3716 SE State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-7261
Sunday service 8:30am & 11:00am

Wed. 6:30pm

Cross Point Church
Meets Park of Palms chapel
677 Hebron Ave • Keystone

352-473-4545
Sunday service 10:40am

Trinity Episcopal
204 state Rd. 26 • Melrose

352-475-2177
Sunday service 8:30am & 11:00am

Wed. 6:00pm

Meet Your
NEIGHBOR

Meet Your Neighbor is a monthly feature of the 
Keystone Heights Herald. These are some of the people that 

make Keystone Heights the special place it is. They work or live 
in the Keystone Heights and Lake region area. 

NAME: Mike Fletcher
BORN: Detroit, Michigan
JOB: Farm Bureau Insurance Agent
SONG: Old Rugged Cross
MOVIE: Quiet Man(John Wayne)
HOBBY: Reading
PASTIME: Prospecting
VAC SPOT: Lake Sinclair
QUOTE: Honor The Fallen By Helping The Living

Mike Fletcher

NAME: Graylyn Tanner-Rice & Haley
BORN: Rocky Mount, North Carolina 
JOB: Santa Fe Electronics & Cellular, Owner
SONG:  Does Anybody Really Know What Time It Is? Chi-

cago (I’ve requested to be late to my own funeral) 
MOVIE: Toy Story
HOBBY: Traveling
PASTTIME: Family & Walking with Haley
VAC SPOT: Anywhere beautiful around the World
QUOTE: “Of all the things I’ve lost, I miss my mind the most.” LOL Graylyn Tanner-Rice 

& Haley

NAME:  Lindsey Reddish
BORN: Lake Butler, Florida
JOB:    Capital City Bank, Administrative Assistant
SONG:  I Will Stand, Kenny Chesney
MOVIE:  Something To Talk About
HOBBY:  Water Activities
PASTTIME:  Rodeo
VAC SPOT: Palm Coast & Crystal Lake
QUOTE:   “You are never too old to set another 

goal or to dream a new dream”
Lindsey Reddish

NAME: LuAnn B. Davis
BORN:  Hancock, New York
JOB:  Cosmetologist
SONG:  Walk this way by Aerosmith
MOVIE:  Dirty Dancing
HOBBY:   Cooking & Spending time with my grandson 

Jaxson
PASTTIME:  Jaxson Time
VAC SPOT:  St. Augustine
QUOTE:   I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me- Philippians 4:13 LuAnn B. Davis

NAME: Darlene Rivera, C.V.T
BORN: Johnstown, Pennsylvania
JOB: Practice Manager at Keystone Heights Animal Hospital
SONG: Shape of You by Ed Sheeran
MOVIE: Dirty Dancing 
HOBBY: Photography
PASTTIME:  Family Time with my hubby & 2 daugh-

ters- Kids Cheerleading - Fitness 
VAC SPOT:  St. Pete Beach, FL
QUOTE:  No act of kindness, no matter how small, 

is ever wasted Darlene Rivera, C.V.T

History
from page 4
the campus of Camp Blanding. Plans called 
for transforming it into a conference center.

Clay County Farm Bureau and the Clay 
County Cattlemen’s Association led local 
officials and the media on a seven-site tour 
that showcased the county’s agricultural 
economy.

The Clay County School Board voted 
to cease paying $3,000 a month in lobbyist 
fees to former Florida House Speaker John 
Thrasher who had represented the board 
since November 2003.

20 years ago, 1997
The Clay Board of County Commission-

ers voted to seek competitive bids to replace 
Carl Post as the county’s film commissioner 
in the aftermath of palm trees having been 
cut down during the filming of an HBO docu-
mentary that riled Green Cove Springs City 
Council and business owners. Commissioner 
Buddy Griffin said Post did not deserve the 
treatment he was getting.

The campus at Clay High played host to 
200 bicyclists who were taking part in the 
coast-to-coast event known as Bike Florida.

B.J. Winchester, president of the multi-
racial social group Unity, presented the 
Orange Park Library with 100 books about 
diversity. The books were bought with grant 
funds donated by Delores Barr Weaver – wife 
of Jacksonville Jaguars owner Wayne Weaver 
– who attended the event and read one of the 
books to children.

Sheriff Scott Lancaster eliminated four 
mid-level management positions, reassigned 
five mid-level supervisors, added two new 
divisions and created the Public Integrity 
Unit citing the need to run as efficiently as 
possible.

30 years ago, 1987
A committee of educators from the Brad-

ford County School District visited Charles E. 
Bennett Elementary in Green Cove Springs 
to observe the school’s Developmental Kin-
dergarten Program with plans of creating a 
similar program there.

Disgraced former Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office deputy Henry Lee Hines III was 
sentenced to six months in jail after alleg-
edly snorting cocaine from evidence bags in 
agency custody.

Gov. Bob Martinez pledged at a meeting 
of the Clay County Committee of 100 that his 
administration will aggressively pursue new 
industries and build the roads that will move 
their products to market.

The Clay County Board of Adjustment 
voted that the animals kept at the Florida 
Reptile Ranch in Middleburg were not live-
stock after neighbors complained about the 
ranch harboring jaguars, leopards and lions.

40 years ago, 1977
Orange Park Mayor Hance Bruce accused 

Town Manager Richard Fellows of overstep-
ping his authority in allocating funds and 
hiring employees without council approval.
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2010 GMC Acadia, Gold, V6, 146,647 miles $9,999 2004 Honda Accord, Taff et & white, V6, 87,295 miles, $6,763 2015 Nissan Sentra, Gun Metallic, 4 cyl, 41,411 miles $9,999 2015 Chevy Cruze, 1.8L, Red, 53,291 miles $11,048

Your Dealer for lifeYour Dealer for lifeYour Dealer for life

See Full Inventory at 
www.StarkeChevrolet.com

1901 Temple Ave (301) • Starke, FL • 904.263.5531

Your Dealer for life

Oil & Filter Change
& Tire Rotation

Up to 6 
quarts

Synthetic Oil

Up to 10 
quarts

Diesel Oil

Conventional 
Oil Only *See dealer for details.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 999999999999999555555555555555 $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 999999999999995555555555555

WWWWWWWWWeeeeeee SSSSSSSSSeeeeeeerrrrrrrvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiccccccceeeeeee AAAAAAAAAllllllllllllllllll MMMMMMMMMaaaaaaakkkkkkkkkeeeeeeesssssss &&&&&&&&& MMMMMMMMMooooooodddddddddeeeeeeelllllllllsssssss ••• GGGGGGGGGMMMMMMMMM CCCCCCCCCeeeeeeerrrrrrrttttttttiiiiiiiiiifififififififififi eeeeeeeddddddddd SSSSSSSSSeeeeeeerrrrrrrvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiccccccceeeeeee

2013 Chevy Malibu, Silver, 4cyl 28,088 miles $12,988 2016 Chevy Malibu, Burgundy, 1.5L 22,417 miles..$15,767 2015 Chevy Malibu, Summit White, 215L, 45,488 miles $14.070 2011 Ford Taurus, 3.5L v6, Gray, 99,089 miles $8,888

2016 Chevy Cruze Limited, Summit White, 1.4L, 
42,432 miles $12,298

2014 Nissan Frontier, King Cab, White, 2.5L,
 47,584 miles, $14,393

2006 Ford Super Duty F-350, 4Wd, Crew Cab, 
124,299 miles $19,368

2014 Chevy Silverado 4wd, Black, 
67,085 miles $30,252

NOW HIRING RECEPTIONIST& SALES PEOPLE. APPLYWITHIN – SEE BRUCE.

Our staff is so friendly, you’ll hope 
they will adopt you. (And we’ll get you fi nanced)

 
Dr. Jennifer Blackburn

• General Medicine
• Vaccinations
• Dental Care
• Pain Management
• Wellness Care
• Flea Control
• Boarding
• Laser Therapy

• In-House Laboratory
• Digital Radiology
• Senior Wellness
• Hospice Care
• General Surgery
• Heartworm Prevention
• Grooming

Our Professional Services

7344 State Road 100 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

(352) 473-4966
  www.keystonepetvet.com

$5 OFF
BATH & BRUSH

Keep your pet’s coat healthy and fresh. Our special bath 
and brush also includes a pedicure and ear cleaning.

CODE ZA13• OFFER EXPIRES 5/31/2017

$3 OFF
Any Dry 

Science Diet Food
OFFER EXPIRES 5/31/2017

Join
KEYSTONE

LAKE REGION
Business Association

KLRBA.com

Cats 
from page 9
inhabit the same area and die off naturally. 

“We find that trap neuter and release is 
the best way to go in fighting an overpopula-
tion, and we have an over population in Clay 
County, but unlike other people that want to 
annihilate them, we’re trying to fix the situa-
tion all over Clay County,” Hawley said.  

The group goes trapping on Tuesday 
evenings. Hawley takes the trapped cats 
home and cares for them until the next day 
when she can take them to the nonprofit 
low-cost clinic at Clay Humane, which does 
free sterilization on Wednesdays. As part of 
the vet clinic visit to be spayed or neutered, 
the feral cats also receive a cut to the tip 
of their left ear. This identifying “tipping” is 
a universal sign in the TNR – trap, neuter, 
release – community that shows the cat has 
been fixed and is under the care of a colony 
manager. 

The Town of Orange Park lists 5C on 
its website as a resource for residents who 

need information on managing an active cat 
colony. 

The town also rents out humane traps to 
assist in their work. Previously, former code 
enforcement officers used those traps to 
catch and subsequently neuter feral cats. 

Because that program was run off grant 
money and therefore was not sustainable, 
Town Manager Jim Hanson said 5C fills 
a niche in the community that otherwise 
would be vacant. 

“In the long run, the management of the 
colonies requires a constant presence from 
community and volunteers that understand 
how to work with those cats,” he said. 

As the group gains more traction in 
the community, they hope to expand their 
efforts further into Green Cove Springs and 
other areas in Clay County and ramp up 
their trapping and community education 
efforts.

“I think more public education, the 
[trap and release] team is kind of on a roll, 
and they’re going to get busier and busier 
and educating the public that spaying and 
neutering is the right way to go and help-
ing them to do that,” Hawley said. “It’s just 
educating them to be responsible for their 
animals.”
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KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
SPORTS Financial and Tax Planning for today’s busy professional.

Call us today for a free consultation:
(352) 478-8201 You’ll never pay us as much as we save you!!
MBS Financial Services is a full-service fi nancial planning and 
accounting fi rm, dedicated to meeting the needs of today’s busy 
professionals. We use state-of-the-art technology in order to 
provide the highest quality of work for you in a timely manner. 
Still, we’re noted for our personal service and our willingness to 
meet our clients and discuss their concerns.

MBS Financial Services, Inc.
350 South Lawrence Blvd. Suite E

Keystone Heights, FL
(352) 478-8201 • mbsfinancialservices.com

Visit us online at lakeareapt.com!

We are currently SEEKING a LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST 
with Orthopedic Experience! Please send your resume  

directly to the Owner, Laura Hodges at lhodges290@gmail.com.

1554 S. Water St. 
Starke, FL 32091 
(904) 964-2208

25727 NE SR 26 
Melrose, FL 32666 

(352) 475-3113

465 S. Lawrence Blvd. 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656 

(352) 473-7560

By Randy Lefko
KHHerald.com 

DELAND – Keystone Heights 129 pound 
weightlifter Taylor Beall lurked and waited 
for his shot to steal the Class 1A 129 pound 
title on one lift. With Keystone Heights 
sitting in third behind overall champion 

Madison County and runner-up Baker 
County, with team totals of 22 and 21, the 
Indians, at 14, had one final shot for the 
seven first place points to tie Baker County.

“You might call it a ‘Hail Mary’ because 
we were going to go for one shot at the title 
on our last lift,” said Beall, who was third in 
2016. “Go big or go home.”

Beall, who had a subpar bench press of 
just 210, knew that the clean and jerk was 
going to be his move.

“I didn’t do as well in the bench because 
at 210 I felt terrible and then I missed at 220 
and 230,” said Beall. “I was confident still 
because my clean and jerk best, 250, was 

Weightlifting state championships

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO

Keystone Heights’ 129 pound weightlifter, Taylor Beall, grimaces under 255 pounds in his final lift at the Class 1A 
championships held April 8 at Deland High School. Beall finished third as the Indians finished third in team points behind 
Madison County and Baker County. 

Indians lift to third in state

SEE STATE, 16

By Randy Lefko
KHHerald.com 

MIDDLEBURG – A 4-0 non-district win over 
Middleburg on March 29 could very well be 
the catalyst to a strong district and region 
run by the Lady Indians of Keystone Heights 
High School who have stormed to the top 
spot of district 5-5A softball. Two days later, 
on March 31, Keystone Heights defeated 
district 5-5A’s Bradford County 5-3 behind 

Lady Indians 
top spot in 
District 5-5A

By Randy Lefko
KHHerald.com 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Gage Hall hit a 
bases loaded triple deep to centerfield to put 
three Keystone Heights runs on the board in 
the third inning and pitcher Connor O’Steen 
whiffed 12 batters as the Indians beat 
Middleburg 10-0 at home on April 11.

Neither team could generate serious 
scoring threats in the first two innings, but 
Middleburg pitcher Sam Higginbotham 
walked three Keystone Heights batters to 
load the bases for Hall’s bomb in the third. 

Keystone Heights, now 12-2 overall with 
a March 31 18-3 blowout of Palatka, got an 
RBI grounder before Higginbotham ended 
the barrage with a strikeout to Nate Gagnon.

Cameron Faucett got to third base in the 
fourth, but failed to score for Middleburg.

Big bats 
fuel romp 
of Broncos 

SEE BASEBALL, 14

SEE SOFTBALL, 14
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A single, an error and two wild pitches in 
the fifth inning scored four more runs in the 
fifth inning.

In the sixth, singles by Daelen Brown and 
Hall set up a two run single from Gagnon for 
the final two runs.

Against Palatka, Keystone Heights had 
18 runs on 18 hits with Pierson Lewis, Dalen 
Brown and Tyler Keaton all getting four hits 
apiece with Keaton and Gage Hall, with a 
homer, both hitting for 4 RBIs. Keaton and 
Brown both hit doubles. Austin Bass got the 
start on the mound and whiffed five batters 
with Josh Sheppard finishing the two final 
innings. 

Keystone Heights has an away game at 
P.K. Yonge set for April 4 with a visit from 
Forsyth (Georgia) on April 6. 

Baseball
from page 13

three runs batted in by Kaitlyn Cline. 
With a key district game scheduled for 

April 4 against Santa Fe (16-3, 5-1), the 
Lady Indians (11-4, 6-1), coached by Jessica 
Marquart and Jennifer Fender, are readying 
themselves for a strong playoff run with a 
gauntlet of teams in their final two weeks of 
regular season play that put the Indians up 
against the best of 6A (Clay), 7A (Gainesville 
and Middleburg) with 6A Orange Park the 
final challenge. 

Against Middleburg on March 29, the 
Lady Indians struck first and fast with a first 
inning 2-0 lead coming from a Molly Craw-
ford triple and a Bre Wells single. An error on 
a Skylar Rollins grounder set up the first run 
for Crawford before Wells’ single.

With pitcher Megan Moncrief control-
ling the mound for Keystone Heights with 
a strikeout and two grounders, the Lady 
Indians invaded Bronco-ville with a chip on 
their shoulder attitude of getting runs quick 
and attacking on defense with vengeance. 

Middleburg had flown off to a fast start in 
the early part of their season with coach Karl 
Smeltzer and newly-appointed assistant 
Alan Burnsed, the Bronco baseball architect 
of a handful of district titles in recent years, 
pushing the pace of the Lady Bronco attack 

for seven wins in nine games after a season-
opening 7-2 loss to Oakleaf. Unfortunately 
for Middleburg, two of the top 7A teams in 
Florida, Gainesville and Columbia, are in 
the Broncos district with Ocala Vanguard 
the fourth team. Middleburg has two losses 
to Gainesville; 4-0 and 5-0, and with a 1-1 

record against Columbia; a 5-3 win and a 
13-0 loss, the Broncos will need a bit more 
firepower to give Smeltzer a second region 
playoff berth in his second sport. Smeltzer 
guided the Bronco football team to a region 
playoff berth in the fall. Part of the reason 
– injuries.“We lost our best hitter when she 

stepped into a hole and injured her ankle,” 
said Smeltzer. 

After building the 2-0 lead, Keystone 
Heights and Middleburg stayed at a three 
batters apiece pace until the sixth inning 
when Keystone Heights struck for two more 
runs from a bunt from Ashleigh Jennings, an 
error to a Story grounder and a groundout 
RBI to Rollins. Crawford pushed the fourth 
run across with a groundout for the final run. 

Middleburg threatened in the bottom 
of the sixth, but a single became a tossed 
out at second by catcher Ba?iley Story on a 
steal attempt. In the seventh, one more great 
defensive play by Keystone Heights with 
centerfield Ashleigh Jennings rifling down a 
Bronco baserunner at home plate ended the 
game. Against Bradford County, Keystone 
Heights again scores first with Jennings 
scoring off a Crawford sacrifice to pout the 
Indians up 1-0 in the first inning. 

Bradford would go ahead 3-1 in the 
second inning 3-1, but Keystone Heights 
responded three singles; Story, Rollins and 
Crawford getting the score to 3-2 before 
Kline grounds out but gets Rollins across 
home plate before Moncrief grounds out to 
end the inning tied 3-3. 

In their final at-bat, Keystone Heights 
got the win with an error putt Story at first, 
a single to Rollins and Wells before Cline 
cashed in with a 2RBI single to centerfield 
won the game. 

Softball 
from page 13

Left: Keystone Heights shortstop Molly Crawford makes tenuous save of ground 
ball in Lady Indians win over Middleburg while pitcher Megan Moncrief fires down a 
pitch. Lady Indians are 14-8 overall and 7-1 in district 5-5A. The Lady Indians sit atop 
the district with Santa Fe at 6-2 and Bradford at 5-3. Keystone Heights has three 
remaining non-district games before hosting the district tournament April 24-27. 

Keystone Heights pitcher Connor 
O’Steen fires up in Indians’ win over 
Middleburg. Keystone Heights is now 
12-6 overall and 5-1 in district 5-5A with 
rival Santa Fe at 6-1. Santa Fe will visit 
Keystone Heights April 21 to determine 
the district top seed. Districts are set for 
May 1 at Santa Fe.

ORANGE PARK – With a sixth straight 
Class 1A soccer title, St. Johns Country Day 
School junior Abbey Newton not only has 
a shot at a record seventh team title in a 
row during her career, but more impres-
sively, she has the opportunity to become 
a three-time Clay Today girls soccer Player 
of the Year.

Newton, with her 25 goals and 22 assists 
for coach Mike Pickett’s high-flying offense, 
was the Clay Today girls soccer player of 
the year for her courageous return and her 
leadership in taking the reigns late in the 
season in the Lady Spartans’ state run push 
in 2016. Without missing a step, Newton 
again is the Clay Today girls soccer player 
of the year in 2017 for taking the Lady Spar-
tans to their record-setting sixth title. 

Now, couple that with her status as 
just a junior at St. Johns and there is a real 
possibility for a first-ever third player of 
year award next year and also a seventh 
championship ring.

Newton has already earned the Florida 
Dairy Farmer’s Class 1A player of year 
award while finishing fifth in the Florida 
Dairy Farmer’s all-classes player of year 
count.

Not a bad season.
Joining Newton will be a handful of her 

teammates on the Clay Today First Team 
All County, but up front in the scoring posi-
tion are teammates Payton Crews on one 
side and Kamy Loustau on the other with 
Clay High shredders Brooke Green and Lis-
sy Stoffel adding to an impressive scoring 
machine that would light up scoreboards if 
an opportunity put them on the same team. 
Crews, a junior also, has been on New-
ton’s side or nearby throughout both girls 
careers and finished with 25 goals and 21 
assists with her primary scoring angle com-

ing left to right in front of enemy goals.
Loustau, a sophomore, has established 

herself on the opposite side, as a similiar 
slasher as Crews with her strong, inside 
game putting 31 goals on the board with 12 
assists. 

Green, who has the speed to break 
downfield quickly in a Blue Devil offensive 
assault, also has the bulk strength to battle 
in front of the net for her county leading 37 
goals and 26 assists. Green surpassed the 
100 career goals mark before the end of the 
2017 season and led Clay to a region play-
off berth in her span while the Blue Devils 
had to contend in district play to perennial 
power Ponte Vedra High School.

Stoffel, as adept at maneuvering in front 
of the goal as Green with her own 28 goals 
and 28 assists, offered coach Stephanie 
Waugh a double shotgun of scoring prow-

ess with her own 100 goal career in four 
years. 

At the midfield stripe, St. Johns puts ju-
nior Alisa Detlefsen at the controls of push-
ing the ball downfield to where Newton, 
Crews and Loustau might be for scoring 
opportunities with her 27 assists leading 
the Spartans.

Joining Detlefsen as the quarterback 
of their respective teams are Liz Fogarty of 
Clay, a junior with 17 goals, 18 assists, who 
matched up well with her aggressive play 
style and cannon-powered leg for strong 
strikes from afar and junior Sade Adamole-
kun, of Fleming Island, who transferred 
in in 2017 and immediately became the 
impact player for coach Darrell Ivey with 22 
goals and 12 assists. Finally, probably one 
of the fastest players in the county, Oakleaf 

Newton earns second player of year
Forwards
Payton Crews, SJCDS, Jr. 
Brooke Green, CHS, Sr. 
Kamy Loustau, SJCDS, Soph.
Lissy Stoffel, CHS, Sr. 

Midfielders
Alisa Detlefsen, SJCDS, Jr. 
Liz Fogarty, CHS, Jr
Sade Adamolekun, FIHS, Jr
Michelle Kanaskie, OHS, Jr.

Defenders
Zoe Perez, OHS, Jr.
Anna Nesi, RHS, Sr.
Olivia Schultz, SJCDS, Sr.

Goalie
Cassidy Wasdin, SJCDS, Jr.

Second team
Forwards
Kirsten Pavlisko, SJCDS, Jr.
Autumn Woodard, RHS, Jr.
Katie Berlin, OPHS, Sr.
Maryssa Kosman, FIHS, Soph

Midfielders
DeeDee Taylor, KHHS, Soph.
Nicolette Conte, OHS, Sr.
Lea Plante, CHS, Jr.
Kyleigh Reedy, RHS, Jr.

Defenders
Jacie Ankrom, OPHS, Jr
Micaela French, OHS, Jr.
Paige Crews, SJCDS, 8th

Goalie
Taylor Hosek, CHS, Jr.

Honorable Mention
FIHS: Faith Ray, GK; Callie Larson
MHS: Kendall Meeks, Casey Ran-
geo, Morgan Green, Kaylee Satcher, 
Holly Barnhouse
OHS: Tabitha Weldon, Alyssa 
Farmer, Meredith Baumann
CHS: Jenna Hill
RHS: Anya Alecca, Hanna Koziolek, 
Emily Learn, Emily Cabrera, Gen-
evieve Olah, Isabella Calalang-Boyer, 
Danielle Fletcher
OPHS: Sara Romero, Lillian 
Adriano, Karen Spivey
SJCDS: Lauren Weiss, Maddie 
Wilkes, Ellie Rosenau, Lexi Drummer, 
Anna Carrico
KHHS: Lekan Jones, Rebecca 
Trimble, Rachel Garvey, Maura Tran

SEE PLAYER, 16
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Barbara Franklin
Agent

franklin@keystoneheightsins.com • Cell 352-478-1372

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS INSURANCE HEALTH • HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

OPEN M-F • SAT APPTS AVAILABLE

352-473-4881
7388 S.R. 21 N. • Keystone Heights, FL

State 
from page 13

Keystone Heights senior Rian Prieto 
pushes up 275 pounds in the 199 pound 
division. Prieto finished ninth. 

Keystone Heights senior Justin Raysin had a tough battle in the Class 1A 183 pound 
weight class and came out with a third place medal.

Below: Keystone Heights’ Brandon Spivey had the top finish for the Indians with 
his second place finish.

going to be the difference. I almost got the 
215.”

With numbers one and two – D’Marques 
Johnson of Cedar Creek and Alex Smith 
of Anclote – both probably knowing that 
Beall’s clean and jerk, a 250 best, was going 
to be the difference maker, Beall waited as 
Johnson finished with a 235 clean and jerk 
and Smith finished with a 220 to total out at 
465 and 460, respectively. 

With his 210 bench, Beall, who had 
cleaned 225 easily on his first attempt 
then missed his second attempt check-in, 
calculated a best-ever 255 to be the winning 
attempt for his shot at gold. Before his final 
lift, third place was locked in.

“My 250 would have tied for first, but I 
wasn’t going to be happy with that, “ said 
Beall. “I knew I had the best clean and jerk 
on the list.”

For coaches Lantz Lowery and Chuck 
Dickinson, the choice to go five pounds up 
was almost a no-brainer.

“He’s a tough, courageous kid,” said Dick-
inson. “He was going to go for it. He had third 
locked up and didn’t want the tie for first.”

As Beall approached the bar for that final 
lift, the Deland gym quieted.

“When I got it up to chest, I actually 
felt like it was going to happen,” said Beall. 
“When I started my press up, the bar rolled 
a bit forward and I kind of lost control of it 
as it went forward and up. I wanted badly 
to stand on top of the podium but it wasn’t 
going to happen.”

Beall and teammates Brandon Staley at 
139 and Justin Raysin at 183 all medaled for 
Lowery, who made his return to the Indians’ 
weight room after a brief stint at rival Inter-
lachen High School.

“Taylor messed up on the bench, but it’s 
nice to have a bad day and still get third,” 
said Lowery. “Staley had a chance at the 
title in his division. Justin had a nice finish at 
third. This is a hard day to have to have your 
best day, but getting third overall against the likes of Madison County and Baker County 

is not bad.”
Lowery, who was part of Keystone 

Heights’ 2014 state title (shared with Baker 
County), said the program itself is feeding off 
the success of that 2014 team.

“There are more kids coming out that 
understand that the bar is high in our room,” 
said Lowery. “We have a bunch of young 
guys for next year so we’ll be around a while.”

Spivey, at 139, had to contend with a 25 
pound deficit after his 245 pound bench 
was short of eventual champion Michael 
Hensley of Wewahitchka’s 270. In the clean 
and jerk, Spivey recouped just five of the 25 
pounds; 225, to fall short by 20 pounds.

“He went for it too on the clean and jerk,” 
said Lowery. “We work on the technique 
there and we have better lifts there.”

Raysin, a linebacker for Dickinson’s foot-
ball Indians, had his first foray into the state 
meet chaos and came in with eyes opened 
by the intensity.

Again, Raysin, as his Indians’ teammate 
did before him, bested the field in the clean 
and jerk with a class best 290 pounds, but 
fell short by 55 pounds for his third place.

“We work a lot on the clean and jerk and 
probably have the best technique there,” said 
Raysin. “Coach Lowery pushes us there. We 
figure we are not going to win on bench, so 
the clean and jerk is more technique then 
power and we can get back there.”

Keystone Heights’  finished with 14 team 
points to join Madison County and Baker 
County as the only three teams with double 
digit team points in the 70 team field.

Also in Class 1A, Clay High senior 
Marcus Jones finished fifth in 219 with a 635 
total with a 690 total from Madison County’s 
Diante Hartsfield. Clay also had Gabe Nealy 
at 139 who finished eighth with a 425 total.

“It was crazy, I improved from last year, 
but it was a battle,” said Jones, a football 
linebacker and fullback at Clay High and 
heading to University of Central Florida for 
competitive cheerleading. “I just love watch-
ing guys compete and get after it. My bench 

was a big improvement.”
For Clay High coach Rodney Keller, who 

produced two state titles for the girls weight-
lifting team, said the boys had a tough road 
ahead with the immense state wide talent.

“The classes were crazy tight with five 
pounds here or there the difference,” said 
Keller. “Our plan was to get five out of six lifts 
and then figure where we were and go for it. 
Gabe lifted well in his first state meet.”

Clay also had Shane Ballesta, at 129, 
finishing eighth at 395. 

Keystone Heights finished with David 
Tisdale at 139, 17th at 395; Zachary Blalock 
at 169, seventh at 545; Hunter Collins at 183, 
16th at 510; Nolin Robertson at 219, eighth 
at 600, and Matt White at Unlimited, sixth 
at 675. 

For Orange Park, Alex Bailes and Shawn 
Bizzell both earned medals with Bailes, at 
238, taking sixth at 610 and Bizzell, at Un-
limited, taking fourth at 700 with winner Joel 
Makatura of Interlachen at 740. 

“My bench was not what I wanted; 370, 
and I had the second best clean of the class 
at 330,” said Bizzell. “The Baker County guy 
lifted a 350 to tie me at 700, but he weighed 
in less and got the third.”

For Bailes, who earned a district and 
region title en route to his state meet ticket, 
said his Olympic weightlifting training over 
the summer improved his clean and jerk.

“I trained and competed in some Olym-
pic weightlifting camps and that got my 
technique there a lot better,” said Bailes. 

Ridgeview High had two lifters; freshman 
Rolando Grey and senior Jonathan McDow, 
with McDow taking seventh behind Bailes 
at 239 with a 600 total. Grey, in 129, finished 
14th at 365.

“I was pretty nervous out there, but now 
it’s time to get ready for football,” said Grey. 

In Class 2A, Fleming Island’s Tyler 
Nguyen was top finisher with his second 
place in the 154 pound division with a 605 
total behind winner Justin Scott of Choct-
whatchee’s 670. Middleburg’s Tyler Braswell 
finished fourth at 119 with a 400 total behind 
winner Andy Montalvo, of Columbia, who 
totaled 465. Montalvo was also the region 
champion. 

Also for Fleming Island, 10th in team 
points, were Franco Bello, sixth at 169 at 575, 
and Jason Manalo, at 199, finished fifth at 
620 behind winner Kamario Bell of Colum-
bia’s 720 total. 

Also for Middleburg was Brent Caviness 
at 238, 18th at 595. 

For Oakleaf, Jakobie Baker took fourth at 
183 with a 640 total to winner Josh Piasecki 
of St. Cloud’s 710 winning total. Knights’ 
teammates Eric Rand took 16th at 610 in 
238 with Anthony Laskowski getting seventh 
at 183 with a 615 total. 
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Welaka
405 Elm St.

386-467-3171

Hawthorne
22066 SE 71st Ave.

352-481-2700

Interlachen
1213 SR 20

386-684-4914

Green Cove Springs
1305 N Orange Ave. 

Suite 120
904-284-5904

Crescent City
306 Union Ave.
386-698-1232

Palatka Medical
1302 River St.
386-328-8371

Keystone Heights
100 Commercial Dr.

352-473-6595

Palm Coast
460 Palm Coast Pkwy SW

Suite 5
386-246-3954

St. Augustine
105 Whitehall Dr.

Suite 109
904-829-2782

Hastings
201 W. Lattin St.
904-692-1508

Palatka Dental
2503 President St.

386-328-7638

Gainesville Dental
410 NE Waldo Rd.

352-375-3790

St Augustine Dental
250 State Rd 207

904-824-3322

loomingWellness is

 Azalea Health has you covered with quality care
 for the whole family!  Our team of medical, dental and mental health 

professionals will tailor your health care to meet your needs!

We WELCOME New Patients! 
Most insurance accepted, including Medicaid & Medicare.

Make a same-day appointment or schedule your appointment in advance!

Discounted pricing for Qualified Patients.  Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at www.azahealth.org.

MEDIC AL  •   DENTAL  •   MENTAL HEALTH  •   PHARMAC Y

High junior Michelle Kanaskie, with her 16 
goals, completes the midfield foursome. 

On the defensive end of the field, St. 
Johns senior Olivia Schultz parlayed some 
experience from watching big sister Maddie 
Schultz’ years of play in front her (Now at 
Air Force Academy) into being a stalwart for 
Pickett in front of goal. Oakleaf junior Zoe 
Perez was coach Bret Rountree’s wall on de-

Player
from page 14

Keystone Heights midfielder DeeDee Taylor was the top scoring threat for the Lady 
Indians soccer team.

fense that usually marked up the top scoring 
threat from opposing teams while Ridgeview 
High senior Anna Nesi has been a mainstay 
for coach Trevor Clark. 

In the goalie spot, though Spartan senior 
Cassidy Wasdin may not have the huge 
saves numbers of others, she was not found 
asleep at the wheel when her number was 
called upon in those rare moments an en-
emy imposed some offense past Schultz and 
the Spartan defenders. Wasdin answered 
huge with two magnificent shutout-saving 
saves; one off a penalty kick, in the Spartans’ 
2-0 title win. 

Keystone Hights midfielder Ciao Carvalho was one of top assist makers in 
county with his passes adding to forward Jesus Perez’ 45 goals for the year. 
Carvalho was a Clay Today All County first team selection. 

Keystone Heights forward 
Jesus Perez was top threat 
in county once in front 
of enemy goals with his 
45 goals for the season. 
Perez was a Clay Today 
All County first team 
selection. See full team at 
www.claytodayonline.com
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The 
BEAT

The Beat is a look at some of the crime activity reported 
to the Clay County Sheriff’s Office in the previous 
month. Included here are arrests, police briefs and 
crimes reported by and involving Lake Area residents in 
the past 30 days until press time. 

Man faces additional 
felonies after February arrest

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A Keystone 
Heights man was arrested while driving a 
stolen vehicle, then charged with the theft of 
several power tools 
and a shotgun from 
an unoccupied Key-
stone Heights home. 

The Bradford 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrested Daniel 
Arlon J. Holder, 29, 
on February 9 after 
he was discovered 
to be driving a stolen 
vehicle from Pasco 
County. Bradford 
County officers con-
tacted the Clay County Sheriff’s Office after 
finding several power tools and a shotgun in 
the vehicle. 

After the investigation, officers deter-
mined that the items had been stolen from a 
Keystone Heights residence prior to Holder’s 
arrest and the items matched the descrip-
tion from the victims of things that were 
stolen. 

Holder was already being held at the 
Clay County Jail for grand theft auto, and 
will now face additional felony charges for 
armed robbery, grand theft of a firearm, 
and grand theft, with bond set at just over 
$129,000. His next court date is slated for 
May 17. 

High-speed chase ends 
in 6-month jail sentence

BELMORE – A Keystone Heights man 
was sentenced to six months in the Clay 
County Jail on March 27 for one count of 
driving under the influence and fleeing and 
eluding law enforcement in a high-speed 
chase that occurred 
September 25, 2016.

Judge Michael 
Sharrit handed down 
the sentence after 
Jacob Daniel Mur-
rhee, 26, of Keystone 
Heights entered a 
plea agreement.

The case began 
as a would-be traffic 
stop after a Clay 
County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy wit-
nessed Murrhee weaving in and out of his 
lane while driving a Dodge truck on State 
Road 21 South of State Road 16 heading 
south. According to the arrest warrant, Mur-
rhee continued to the intersection of Bland-
ing Boulevard and Hall and Boree Road, but 
was driving south in the northbound lane for 
approximately 300 yards. The officer turned 
on the patrol car siren and lights and began 
following Murrhee who then slowed down 
to 5-10 miles per hour, stuck his hand out of 
the car and waved at the officer and then ac-
celerated “at a high rate of speed.” During the 
chase, officers said, “a large amount of trash 
flew from the truck bed and struck Lt. [Dan] 
Mahla’s patrol vehicle, to include beer cans 
and an empty beer box.”

Murrhee turned left on to Belmore Road 
eventually ending up on Jones Creek Road 
where officers said he drove through a dry 
lake bed, at which point, they stopped the 
chase.

Murrhee has a list of 17 traffic infractions 
on his record dating to 2007, as well as an 
armed burglary conviction for which he was 
sentenced to two years in prison from 2009.

Lake Asbury man charged 
in driveway shooting

MIDDLEBURG – A Lake Asbury man 
was arrested April 3 after allegedly following 
a vehicle to a home and shooting at passen-
gers in a car with a gun. 

The Clay County Sherifff ’s Office said 
Justin Lee Croy, 27, was following his friend, 
who was on his way 
to Croy’s house to 
pick up his vehicle.

Police said when 
Croy’s friend arrived 
to Croy’s driveway, he 
and the others in the 
car noticed a vehicle 
that had been fol-
lowing them parked 
50 feet behind them. 
Croy then stepped 
out of this vehicle 
with a gun in hand 
and fired a single shot in his friend’s direc-
tion. Croy’s friend, police said, attempted to 
drive away. Croy followed, according to the 
police report.

A traffic stop uncovered two handguns 
and 57 rounds of ammunition, Hydrocodo-
ne and Oxycodone, police said. Croy was ar-
rested and charged with aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon without intent to kill, 
possession of a firearm by a convicted felon 
and controlled substance drug possession 
without a prescription, say police.

At press time, Croy remained in the Clay 
County Jail with a bond set at $350,009.00.

Arrest made in 2-year-old 
DUI manslaughter

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A man 
wanted in a 2015 motorcycle accident death 
is free on bond after turning himself in to 
authorities.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office reports 
that former Lawtey resident Christopher 
Wayne Gowens, 39, who had been living 
in Key West, turned 
himself in at the Clay 
County Jail on March 
22. He is charged 
with one count each 
of DUI manslaughter 
and reckless driving 
in connection with 
the July 11, 2015 
crash that occurred 
near the intersection 
of Black Creek Drive 
and County Road 
218 in Middleburg.

According to the Florida Highway Patrol 
investigation, Gowens was travelling on CR 
218 with his wife, Shane’ Griffin Gowens, rid-
ing as a passenger. Corporal J. Tolman states 
in the arrest warrant that Gowens was driv-
ing too fast when he approached a curve and 
“that he willfully and wantonly disregarded 
safety which resulted in collision and caused 
the death of Mrs. Shane’ Griffin Gowens.”

Gowens’ motorcycle traveled off the 
road into a culvert embankment that caused 
both Gowens and his wife to be thrown 
from the bike. Shane’ Griffin Gowens was 
pronounced dead at 2835 Black Creek Dr., 

Wednesday, April 12
Brandi Hall, 25, Keystone Heights, 
CCSO, Attempting to Defraud 
Financial Institution By Schemes
Joy Johnson, 60, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Three Felony 
Warrants

Tuesday, April 11
William Parker, 21, Melrose, CCSO, 
Simple Domestic Battery

Monday, April 10
Daniel Holder, 29, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Grand Theft of 
Firearm, Grand Theft $300-4,999, 
Burglary

Friday, April 7
Daniel Holder, 29, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Resisting an 
Officer, DWLSR, Grand Theft Auto

Thursday, April 6
Joseph Mitchell, 48, Starke, CCSO, 
DWLSR

Tuesday, April 4
Dustin Johns, 33, Palatka, CCSO, 
Two Counts of Retail Theft $300+
Kirstia Johns, 26, Hollister, Fla., 
CCSO, Two Counts of Retail Theft 
$300+ 
Benjamin Sylvestre, 27, Palatka, 
CCSO, Failure to Appear for Court

Saturday, April 1
James Cook, 71, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Simple Battery
Dwayne Tennant, 39, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Simple Battery, 
Resisting an Officer, Disorderly 
Conduct

Friday, March 31
Stephanie Kapp, 27, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Knowingly Give 
False Info to a Law Enforcement 
Officer

Thursday, March 30
Lee Bourgois, 58, Starke, CCSO, 
FTA - DWLSR

Tuesday, March 28
Samuel Holloway, 40, Florahome, 
CCSO, DWLSR
Jacob Murrhee, 27, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Fleeing and 
Eluding Police With Lights and 
Siren Active
Daniel Spivey, 28, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Habitual Traffic 
Offender

Monday, March 27
Thomas Robinson, 23, Hampton, 
CCSO, Domestic Battery

Friday, March 24
Deedee Montague, 27, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Violate Probation - 
Community Control

Thursday, March 23 
Levy McCloud, 37, Starke, CCSO, 
Petit Theft
Heather Wells, 25, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Burglary, Grand 
Theft $300-4,999

Tuesday, March 21
Wells, Heather, 25, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Petit Theft

Saturday, March 18
Kenneth Stanford, 37, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Violate Probation - 
Community Control
Katrina Williams, 35, Melrose, 
CCSO, Domestic Battery

Friday, March 17
James Adler, 57, Keystone 
Heights, CCSO, Criminal Mischief
Lori Deramus, 41, Interlachen, 
CCSO, Grand Theft Auto, Two 
Counts of Burglary

Daniel Holder 

Jacob Murrhee

Justin Croy 

Christopher Gowens 

SEE POLICE, 18
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

sears
HOMETOWN STORE

411 W Madison St. • Starke, FL 

904-368-9966

while Christopher Gowens was transported 
to Shands Hospital in Gainesville. At the 
hospital, a DUI blood test showed his blood-
alcohol content was .21 percent, almost 
three times the legal limit of .08 percent.

The crash investigation showed Gowens 
was traveling approximately 53 miles per 
hour in a 35-mph zone in the curve, which 
has posted caution signs of 25 miles per 
hour.

Gowens is free from the Clay County Jail 
after posting $76,006 bond.

Police charge expectant 
father with beating wife

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A Keystone 
Heights man was arrested February 27, after 
allegedly attempting to strangle his pregnant 
wife to death. 

Police said Carl Leslie Bryce, 28, was at 
home with his wife when, according to the 
victim, an argument 
about him and his 
wife’s relationship oc-
curred. The argument 
led to Bryce become 
angry and pushed his 
pregnant wife to the 
ground.

Bryce began to 
strangle the victim 
while telling her that 
he wanted her to die. 
Bryce’s wife begged 
him to stop while 
screaming loud enough for their neighbor to 
hear, according to the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Office report. Bryce did not stop and told 
his wife that he will kill their unborn child, at 
which point, he began shoving his knee into 
her stomach. 

The victim eventually escaped, ran out of 

Police 
from page 17

the house and called the police. When police 
arrived, Bryce was nowhere to be found. 
Police eventually saw Bryce pull his vehicle 
back up to the front of the house where they 
arrested him.

Bryce denied the fight with his wife had 
occurred. While in transport, Bryce told 
police he was having a heart attack. Bryce 
was faking the heart attack and after he real-
ized the police knew he was faking, he asked 
the police to shoot him because he didn’t 
want to live anymore, according to the police 
report. 

Bryce was arrested and charged with 
aggravated battery on a pregnant female and 
domestic battery by strangulation. He is cur-
rently free on bond.

Alleged truck thief charged

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – An Inter-
lachen woman was arrested March 17, after 
allegedly stealing a truck and some of the 
possessions in the truck. 

The Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office 
responded to a call 
from the victim who 
told police that his 
blue Dodge truck was 
missing on March 
17. The victim also 
told police that there 
was an unfamiliar 
black Ford truck in 
his driveway when 
he got home. While 
talking with the 
victim, dispatch informed police of a vehicle 
that matched the description of the victim’s 
missing vehicle found nearby, according to 
the police report. 

Police relocated to where the missing 
vehicle was reportedly seen. Once there, the 
police conducted a search and found the 
truck in question. Police approached the 
camper on the site in search of who might be 

responsible for stealing the truck. Eventually, 
after attempting to conceal herself under 
a blanket, Lori Ann Deramus, 41, of Inter-
lachen, exited the camper. 

Police discovered multiple items from 
the stolen truck on her person including 
blank checks and insurance cards. Deramus 
refused to speak to police. Soon after, the vic-
tim arrived at the scene and confirmed that 
the vehicle and stolen possessions were his. 

Deramus was arrested and is charged 
with burglary and grand theft auto. At press 
time, she remained in the Clay County Jail 
with a bond amount set at $65,009. 

Man charged with felony 
illegal dumping

MIDDLEBURG – Police say a Middle-
burg turned himself in to the Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office March 
16 after he learned 
there was a warrant 
for his arrest.

CCSO charged 
Joseph Russell Pat-
terson III, 20, with 
one felony count of 
littering more than 
500 pounds of com-
mercial or hazardous 
waste after conduct-
ing in investigation.

According to the 
arrest warrant, a property owner in the 2000 
block of Mosley Road had contracted with 
Patterson to remove and properly haul away 
solid waste debris, such as yard waste, old 

tires, concrete, bricks and other debris.
Police said the property owner had given 

Patterson a partial payment – including 
landfill disposal fees – to start the cleanup 
project. However, on Feb. 27, the property 
owner met with Patterson where he saw that 
Patterson had a utility trailer full of debris in 
tow.

According to police, “The debris was 
later illegally dumped on a County roadway 
located at the 5100 block of Hogarth Rd.”

During the investigation, CCSO environ-
mental crimes investigators found Patter-
son had illegally dumped a total of 12,360 
pounds of waste and left it in the open 
roadway.

Patterson was booked on the charges 
after posting a $1,003 bond.

Melrose man dies in 
solo crash

HAWTHORNE – The Florida Highway 
Patrol reports that a Melrose man died in a 
one-vehicle accident near the intersection of 
State Road 20 and Gordon Chapel Road just 
east of Hawthorne.

Police said Aaron Moore, 40, of Melrose, 
was driving a 2006 Buick Rendezvous west-
bound on SR 20 when it crossed into the 
eastbound lane, went off the roadway and 
struck a tree. Police said the Buick caught 
on fire upon impact and Moore was pro-
nounced dead at the scene of the accident.

Police said he was not wearing a safety 
belt when the crash occurred March 21 at 
11:10 a.m.

Carl Bryce 

Lori Deramus 

Joseph Patterson lll
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a $200 value!
Bad Boy Mower Models. Excludes MZ Model. FL Parks Only. Through May 31st Only or while supplies last. See dealer or sales associate for details.

with the purchase of a Bad Boy Mower

DEALER NAMe
0000 BADBOY ROAD

CITY
www.WEBSITE.com  000-000-0000

t

lake area 
small engine

7333 Kyle Street, Unit 1 • Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-1212
Parts, Service, Repair & Equipment Rental

Mower, Golf Cart & Handheld equip.
Warranty Center for Briggs & Stratton, Kawasaki and more.

“the friendliest shop in town”
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lakearea.smallengine

Clay High senior Everett Mulford, who has 
been raising pigs his whole life, showed his 
first hog at the fair this year. The hog, named 
Double Stuff for her Oreo cookie coloration, 
not to mention her heft, was a standout 
among the other pigs he’s raised, he said. 

“This year I learned that every hog is dif-
ferent, and you definitely can’t get attached 
because, at some point, they gotta go,” Mul-
ford said. “She helped me get into a routine, 
and taught me to get stuff done every day, on 
time.”

On the opposite side of the barn, another 
first-timer at the livestock show and auc-
tion Keystone Heights senior Anna Wilkes 
sat with her grand champion steer Sheriff. 
Wilkes, who grew up helping tend about 50 
head of Brangus, opted out of showing steers 
in previous years as it conflicted with her vol-
leyball schedule, but this year, she decided to 
give it a try. 

“I did it for fun, but I did end up winning,” 
Wilkes said shyly. “I love the people here. It’s 
been fun spending time at the fair, getting to 
know everyone else. They all have the same 
interests I do.”

The eager Wilkes, who has applied to the 
University of Florida, hopes to start during 
the upcoming summer session, using the 
profits from her grand champion steer for 
tuition and books. While her ultimate goal is 
to become a large animal veterinarian, she 
is keeping an open mind about other career 
paths. 

At the helm of the auction is veteran 
auctioneer Bill Elrod. Elrod has been talking 
fast and selling livestock for 23 years now, 
with the Clay County Agricultural Fair being 
one of the first events he worked more than 
two decades ago. 

“I’m seeing kids coming through now 
whose parents’ animals I’ve sold,” Elrod said. 
“The buyers are not here to buy animals, their 
intent is investing in some young person’s 
future.”

Elrod’s three daughters all paid their way 
through college showing animals in school, 
so he has seen this system from every side 
and knows it works. 

Another first-timer at this year’s fair was 
10-year-old Hunter Russell who attends St. 
Johns Christian Day School. Russell, who has 
helped out his friend Ashlee Hughes, a senior 
at Middleburg High School before, is a hog 
show prodigy. This year, Hughes’ hog earned 
reserve grand champion, while Russell took 
home the top prize with his pig She-Bacon. 

“I loved watching her grow, feeding her, 
watering her, giving her baths,” Russell said.

Russell said he will continue to show 
pigs until he graduates from high school and 
hopes to repeat his victory every year from 
now on. He already has big plans for the fu-
ture, with this year’s winnings going directly 
into the fourth-grader’s college fund. 

Once Elrod starts taking bids, there is 
a tension in the room as kids, as young as 
Russell and all the way up to high school 
seniors, grab their lead ropes and get ready 
to take their beloved animals on one final 
trip around the ring before giving up their 
projects and preparing for next year. 

“There’s a lot of good being done by a lot 
of folks here,” Elrod said. “What we see to-
night is the result of a lot of hard work. It adds 
value to the community. I do some other 
fairs around [the area] and this is far stronger 
in parental and community involvement.”

Auction 
from page 6

Pavilion 
from page 2
yet durable fiberglass. 

The bandshell became an essential 
centerpiece to city concerts. Now, how-
ever, with amplification devices so com-
mon in music, the bandshell wouldn’t 
become so much a necessity, but draw 
others to the community. 

The restoration is as much for the 
community as it for others outside 
the community. As the levels of Lake 
Geneva disappeared, so did much of 
Keystone Heights’ tourism. A redesigned 
pavilion would help guide new tourism, 

but a restored shoreline would drive it. 
A new bill seeks to allocate money to 

do just that. Senate Bill 234, introduced by 
Fleming Island Republican Rob Bradley, 
would pipe water from Black Creek near 
State Road 16 and Penney Farms to Lake 
Magnolia on Camp Blanding property.

The project calls for the construction of a 
pipeline that would have a 10-million-gallon 
transmission capacity. Current estimates put 
a $41 million price tag on the project with 
completion slated for June 2023. It would 
be paid for using funds from Amendment 
1, which was approved by Florida voters in 
2014.

Senate Bill 234 sailed through the senate 
without question, while its house com-

panion, House Bill 847, is currently dead 
in the water without so much as a hearing 
scheduled yet. 

Reconstruction for the pavilion would 
follow the same timeline as the proposed 
water project. 

The city council restored the pavilion’s 
facade and interior in the 90s, but the new 
proposal would be a more dramatic restora-
tion. 

The restoration comes at a time when 
Keystone Heights is trying to plan for the 
future. 

“It’s like everything, it takes time,” Brown 
said. “We’re pushing forward to do what 
we can for the lakes and keep a positive 
attitude.”



CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply
Network! Fresh supplies delivered
right to your door. Insurance may
cover all costs. 800-665-0718

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

FAST Internet!
HughesNet Satellite Internet.

High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere.

Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo.

Call for Limited Time Price
1-800-958-6917

Satellite Sales
& Service

PRIVATE ADOPTION
Living/Medical Expenses Paid.
Select & Meet a Loving Family to
Care for Your Child. Call 24/7
Attorney Charlotte Danciu.
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-s
urrogacy.com FL Bar #307084

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-860-6175 to
start your application today!

Legal Service

GET YOUR
MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Card Today! For *Cancer, *PTSD,
*HIV, *AIDS, *Parkinson, *Epilep-
sy, *Multiple Sclerosis, and other
conditions. For free evaluation
call today! 1(844)-766-6734 certif
iedmarijuanadoctors.com

Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00. Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call today 1-888-403-8602

ATTENTION SMOKERS:
Stop smoking with TBX-FREE!
Clinically proven. More effective
than patch or gum! Fast acting?
No Side Effects. 88% success
rate! Just $1.67 per day with 1
m o n t h  s u p p l y .  C A L L
1-800-317-0953

Health Service/
Medical

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

Place your employment ad here for as little 
as $52 a week. All ads appear online. Call Martha 579-2154 

Small Assisted 
Living Facility 
Seeking 
Reliable Care 
Giver for 
Flexible shifts.

Care Giver

Call 904-272-2609

NOW HIRING
28 year established contracting firm with full 
benefits is now accepting applications for qualified 
applicants. Gateway Contracting, Inc. not only offers 
health insurance, vacation, paid holidays and 401k 
benefits, but also provides stability, training, and 
growth for our employees. We are growing and have 
the need to fill the following positions. If you are 
interested and qualify, please apply online at 
www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

THREE FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

•JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER 
Experienced in commercial and industrial work.

•Carpenter’s HELPER

•Plumber’s HELPER

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call 904-388-4799

NOW HIRING 
Clay County Based Well Drilling 

Company now taking applications. 
Job will include work on well 

drilling, pump repair and water 
treatment services. Must have 

driver license and be mechanically 
inclined. Have a ride to get to work 

and be able to do hard physical 
work out in the hot Florida sun. 

Call 352-473-0534 to set up a 
appointment with Brian.

FIREFIGHTER/EMT 
 Town of Orange Park 

(pop. 8,606) The Town of Orange Park is 
seeking candidates for the position of 
Firefighter/EMT. The primary responsibili-
ties include protecting life and property, 
preservation of evidence, performance of 
hazardous tasks in emergency condi-
tions, and care of the sick and injured. This 
position reports to the on-shift supervisor. 
Candidates must possess a high school 
diploma, or equivalent, along with Florida 
Firefighter and EMT Certificates, valid Class 
D driver’s license, basic life support certifi-
cation, and EVOC certificate. Starting salary 
is $34,200 plus paid vacation, holidays, 
insurance, retirement and other benefits. 

Please send a completed Town Application for 

Employment, including Tobacco Affidavit, Injury 

Waiver, and Physical Agility Test Form by Friday, 

May 12, 2017 to Town of Orange Park, 

Attn: Town Clerk, 2042 Park Avenue, 

Orange Park, FL, 32073. 

Documents available at 

http://www.townoforangepark.com/town-

government/jobs/ 

The Town is an equal opportunity employer.

ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITY

Full time Newspaper 
display outside 

sales representative 
opportunity. 40 hours 

per week, base plus 
commission & benefits. 

Reliable car and 
insurance necessary. 
Newspaper or media 
experience wanted 

but not necessary as 
we will train. Looking 

for motivated and 
dependable person. 

Send cover letter 
and resume to

 jon@opcfla.com
EOE

Sell your structured settlement or
annuity payments for CASH
NOW. You don't have to wait for
your future payments any longer!

Call 1-800-994-5789

Financial
Service

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace
at little or NO cost to you.

Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now!

1- 800-752-2108

Stop OVERPAYING
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call
our licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare pri-
ces and get $25.00 OFF your first
p r e s c r i p t i o n !  C A L L
1-800-749-6515 Promo Code
CDC201625

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDS
YOUR SOURCE FOR A

QUICK SALE!
3513 US Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.579.2154

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Medical Supplies Medical Supplies

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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Mail this form with payment to:
3513 U.S. Highway 17

Fleming Island, Fl. 32003
Or drop it by the office.

We are open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday –Friday
Call: 269-2999
Fax: 269-6958

Classified ads
Classified ads are 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

Payment must be made before ad will be published.
We accept Cash, Check, Major Credit & Debit Cards.

Name_________________________________________________

Address________________________ Phone _______________

City ____________________ State _________ Zip _________

Credit Card___________________________ Exp.____________

Type of Ad
Private Party (TVs, Sofas, Household, etc.)

1 Week $14.50 2 Weeks $24.50

3 Weeks $32.50 4 Weeks $39.00

Commercial (Rentals, Cars, Advertise your business.)
1 Week - $23 2 Weeks - $40

3 Weeks - $57 4 Weeks - $72

Garage Sales
$21 - 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

ADDITIONAL LINES are $2.15 each.

Ad Copy One Letter, Number, Punctuation Mark or Space Per Box

New OP Salon needs reliable,
full-time hair, nail, facial, and

massage professionals.
Commission or booth rental.

Come grow with me!
904-924-4649

ATTN: Do you have 10 hrs to
turn into $1,500/mo? Operate a
mini office outlet from your home
computer. FREE online training.

www.WantToBeBossFree.comBUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classified ads are 
great for finding 

those perfect pets.

Classified ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classified ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classified ads 
making finding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it 

or find it with Classified ads. 
For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surr
ogacy.com FL Bar #307084

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Drive with Uber.
No experience is required, but

you'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy.

For more information,
call: 1-800-578-9366

Help Wanted
Full-Time

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surr
ogacy.com FL Bar #307084

Alquiler De Utero
$25,000.00 y más par Manutencion
Ayudanos, No Podemos Tener Hijos.
Llama a Nuestra Abogada.
561-674-6857 Fl. Bar #307084

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Medical Help
Wantedcall us 

TODAY
subscribe 

todayCLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.
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Business
Service Directory

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc
When was the last time your 

air ducts were cleaned? 

Make a fresh start with clean air! 

FREE ESTIMATES 
321-805-0194

15 years Experience 
License & insured #81-1480200 

AIR DUCT CLEANING

l UV Lights 
l Mold Remediation 
l Sanitizing Air Ducts 

FREE Dryer Vent Cleaning
Valid with air duct cleaning

$35 for first 5 vents $9 each aditional 
exp 3/31/17

Reduce Allergy & Asthma Symptoms 

Call to find out 
how you can get a 
FREE Ion Air Purifier! 

Serving all Clay County and surrounding areas
Fast and in Ca$h! 

Any Condition!
Receive an offer for your house in 24-48 hours.

No commissions or fees.
Call 904-717-5500 24-Hr. Rec Msg.

Go to www.WorldwideLegacyEstates.com for details 

We have the solution for 
your real estate problem!

STEVE’S

AND TREE REMOVAL

STUMP
RINDING

Steve Mintz
Owner/Operator

904-588-6897

Win a Jacksonville Zoo 
Family 4 Pack

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 
Winners will be notified. One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

4 papers, 
1 price  

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE
C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks Call Martha 

904-579-2154

MARKS
QUALITY CONCRETE & DESIGN 

FREE ESTIMATES 904-472-5503

l Staining
l Acrylic Texturing

Inspiring
Your 
Mind

Certified Hypnotherapist
Holly Smith, CCHt, CLC
904-607-4380

hollysmithhypnotherapy.com 

l  Eliminate Bad Habits l Stop Smoking
l Lose Weight l Feel More Relaxed

l Overcome Depressed Feelings l Reduce Stress

I BUY RV'S
$$$$ If You Would Like A
WHOLESALE Cash Offer On Your
2005 Or Newer Motorhome Call

817-899-6090

CASH OFFER FOR
YOUR HOUSE IN
7min. & Close In Three Days!
All Other Ads Are Jokes.
We Pay Cash. 866-505-1234

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

Campers / RV's/
Motorhomes

Real Estate
Wanted Miscellaneous

CLASSIC 1989 Porsche 911 - Go
to: www.116Adalia.com/porsche
for photos and information.

RECREATIONRECREATIONREALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

Antiques /
Classic Cars Thinking of 

Advertising 
in the Clay Today?

For more informa� on
call (904) 579-2154

to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

FOR SALE
TWO BURIAL PLOTS

HOLLY HILL CEMETERY
OLD JENNINGS RD

$2900 EACH
CALL 904-525-3058

Unfurnished
Apartments

*CONDO FOR RENT 3/2*
QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD
NO OUT DOOR MAINTENANCE
$950.00 MTH
CREDIT CHECK REQUIRED
CALL 904-487-4939

MUST SELL! 2001 Heritage
Softail Classic Mileage 57,579
$6,000 OR make reasonable
offer. Norma: 269-8699

VIAGRA #1
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52
Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,
Discreet Shipping. Save Now.
Call Today. 1-800-224-0792

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Unfurnished
Homes

Mopeds / ATVs /
Motorcycles

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Learn to drive for Stevens Transport!
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! New
drivers can earn $900+ per week!
PAID LOCAL CDL TRAINING!
1-888-743-1573 drive4stevens.com

GEORGIA LAND SALE: Washing-
ton County, 2-9 acre. Surveyed
cleared homesites & Mini-Farms.
Starts $2,400 per Acre. Owner
Financing. *IS GEORGIA ON YOUR
MIND* 706-833-0204 www.jlbproper
ties.com

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now!
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 855-334-7726

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT
Complete Treatment Program. Avail-
able: Participating Hardware Stores
and Lowe's Home Centers

Land & Lots
for Sale TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONSchools /

Instructional

RENTALSRENTALS
Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 

HomeBucks.us

Espanol.

Zero to Sold...in no time fl at!Zero to Sold...in no time fl at!
Nothing moves faster than a Clay Today classifi ed.

Get your merchandise moving today!
Place a classifi ed by calling

904-579-2154

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

FAST DIVORCE $99
(all cases). Forms completed fully
by experts. Children, Property,
Missing Spouses, Military Cases
Never a Problem! 800-234-2488

Espanol, 727-455-4044

 866-815-6131

DIVORCE $50 TO $240*.
Covers children, etc. Only one
signature required! *Excludes
govt fees. Call 1-888-498-7075.
Extn 200 Baycor & Associates,
Established 1973.

S.P. Solar. Reduce or Eliminate
Your Electric Bill! Get Your No
Cost Solar Evaluation Today!
866-469-6773

Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society.
Call 1- 800-831-6309

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m. Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

904.579.2154

Health & Medical
Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00
Your #1 trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call Now 1-800-224-0305

Miscellaneous
KILLS ROACHES-GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Roach Tablets or Spray. 

Available: Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com. 
Try Harris Bed Bug Killers Too!

loving singles.

.

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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Westside
(904) 786-7150

Northside
(904) 696-1900

Southside
(904) 374-1339

NOW OPEN IN
Clay County

(904) 606-2964

Call the 
Doctor

You Can 
Trust

Auto Accidents
Slips and Falls

1-888-888-8863
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